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[llesolutiou aathorisiag publieatiUH of I'TBC^eiUngs. Page H9.j 

Beaolimd, That the Secretary of the Executive Committee appointed by tlie 
eitiMns at St. Louis, together with the Secretary of this Convention, lie instructed 
to prepare, under the Jireetion of said committee, the proceedings of this Con- 
vention ftir publication in paniphiet form, and to pubiish such number of copies 
as they may deem advisable. 
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ORIGIN OF THE NATIONAL RAILROAD CONVENTION. 



The largest Couvention of representative men ever held in the West 
owed its origin and great success, not to individual or local influences, 
but to a national impulse or movement in favor of an enterprise which 
commands the assent or warm support of a vast majority of the Amer- 
ican people. In obedience to the evident wishes of the people, and 
in response to a call signed by Col. J. O. Broadhead, Hon, Isaac H. 
Sturgeon, and many other leading citizens, a meeting was held at 
the Southern Hotel, St. Louis, on the night of the 16th of Septem- 
ber, to take the initiatory steps in this matter, Hon, Henry Overstolz 
was called to the chair, and J. L. Tracy appointed Secretary. Col. 
James O, Broadhead explained the purpose of the meeting, and after 
a number of speeches, all advocating the measure, the following 
resolution by Col. Broadhead was unanimously adopted : 

Besolved, That a Katlonal Railroad Convejition bo lield In St. Louis on the 23d 
day of November next for the purpose indicated in tlie call for this meeting, and 
Hiattho Chairittan appoint an Executive Committee of fifteen, wbo shall Itavo power 
to appoint suli-committees to carry out llie objecl^ of this meetdng. 

The Cliairraan appointed the following gentlemen on the Executive 
Committee, called for in the above resolution : 

James O. Broadhead, iTohn B, Maude, E. O. Stanard, Web. M. Samuel, Jas. B. 
Yeatman, Edwin Harrison, Chas. P. Chouteau, D. P. Rowland, O. Garrison, S, H. 
Laflin, Isaac M. Mason, Giles F. niley, Charles Speeli, Isaac H. Sturgeon, Silas 
Bent. 

The following names were subsequently added to this committee i 

Jno. P, Meyer, T. J. Bartholow, W. 9. Stewart, Jno. H. Maxon, George Bain, 
Miles Sells, W. G, Eliot, Chaunccy I. I'illey, Henry nitchcocli, "ffm. Senter, Carl 
Seharz, T, T. Gantt, Albert Todd, D. M. Frost, A. W. Slayback, Robt. Campbell, 
E. C. Cabell, D. T. Jewett, W, S. Bartley, L. L. Ashbrook, Andrew McKinley, C. 

B. Bray, Jas. T. Howenstetn, J. H, Beach, Chas. E. Barney, Ben, Stieliney, Jun., 
"W. H. Sondder, T, R. Allen, Isaac Cook, Wm, Nichols, T. Pakera, Geo, Knapp, 
JohnM. Gilkeaon, Geo. I. Bomett, Joseph Bogy, Michael Heller, B. P. Tansey, H. 

C. Broctmeyer, Thos. Eicheson, J. H. Booth, N. Mulliken, A, A. Mellfor, B. C. 
Simmons, M. Collins, D. B. Gould, D, G, Taylor, J. H. Terry, Abram Kave, Wm. 
Taussig, Jno. Knapp, J, B. C. Lucas, G. W. Ghadboume, W, G. Kinney, 0. Minne- 
gerode, J. A. Wherry, E. B. Brown, W. McMillan, J, T. Davis, 8. M. Dodd, E. 
C. Quimby, P. Echr, H. C. Yaeger, J. E. Shorb, Geo. H. Heafford, Geo. T. Hull, D. 
G. Tutt. 
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At the irst meeting of the Executive Committee, held S 
20th, Col. Broadhead was elected Chairman and J. L, Tracy Perma^ 
nent Secretary. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Eesolmd, That the ChairmanofthisCommitteebeanthorized toissneanaddi'ess . 
settiog forth the action and objects of the people in calling a Fational Hailtoad Con- 
vontlon to be held in St. Louis on the 23d of November, 187B, and requestJng the 
eo-operation of Governors of States and Territories and of the various trade associ- 
ations in the cities of the United States, 

This beginning resulted in the assemblage of about eight hundred 
delegates from thirty States and Territories, including representatives 
from seventy-six cities, twenty-two trade organizations, the National 
Gi'ange, and four State Granges. 

At a subsequent meeting the following resolution, offered by Col. 
Broadhead, was unanimously adopted : 

Sesolved, That the ally ot St. Louis does not ask or olHim that she shall he made 
the eaatern terminus of the proposed Southern Trans-eontinental Railroad, What 
she ashs is, that the building of the road shall be secured to some suitable point in 
the Mississippi Talley, within the territorial limits of Texas, Loiiistana, Arkansus, 
Missouri or the Indian Territory, and she will trust to her geographical and com- 
mercial position, and to the intelligence and enterprise ofher citizens, to secure such 
■ a therewith as may be desirable. 

J. L. TEAOY, 

y Executive GommUtee. 



In obedience to the above resolution. Col. Broadhead, Chairman of 
the Executive Committee, issued the following address to the people 
of the United States, in regard to a Southwestern Paciic Eailroad : 

ADDRESS. 

The Executive Committee appointBd by a mass mooting of the citizens of 
8t. Louie, to make arrangements tor calling a National Convention to consider the 
subject of the construction of a Pacific Eailroad through the States and Territories 
of the Southwest, and to take such action in its ftivor as might seem fit, hereby 
announce that snch a Convention will be held in St. Louis, on Uie 33d of November 
next; and we formally and cordially invite the people of the several States and 
Territories, through their Governors and Boards of Trade, Chambers of Commerce, 
Cotton Exchanges, and other commercial or municipal organizations, whose action 
can be conveniently had, to appoint delegates to attend and participate In its pro- 
ceedings. 

It Is madoaNational Convention, because the enterprise Is tliorou^hly n ti nal 
in its scope and influence. While it will he of vital importonee to a v t n f 

rich teiTitory, three times as large as the thirteen original States of tbi It i bl 
and now almost destitute of railroad facilities, the completion of sue! w k 11 
yield great benefits to every section of the country. 



..Google 



OIUGIN OF THE CONVENTION. IX 

Hili-oad will have at least seven Eastern torminal points on the 
Mississippi or the Gulf— these radiating branches meeting at some convenient point 
in Western Texas, and thence constiinting one grand trunk line to the Pucific Ocean. 
The States of Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Calttomia and Missouri, also Hfssfs- 
sippi, Tennessee and Illinois, with the Territories of Sew Mexico, Arizona, and 
the Indian Territoiy, and the Northern States of Old Mexico will be directly on the 
main line or Its branches. 

The road m»y be considered as completed to ICort Worth in NorthweBtcrn Texas, 
to which point the exertions of the Company will carry it during the coming year. 
From this point to San Diego on the Pacific coast, a distance of l,i51 miles, the 
work is beyond the reach of individual enterprise. 

Some of the immediate and legitimate results of the Inauguration and vigorous 
prosecution of this work may be briefly stated as follows ; 

It win bring many millions of loreign capital into the country, to be distributed 
amongst iron-masters, contractors and laborers, thus contributing largely to the 
relief of the financial pressure throughout the country. 

It will rekindle the fires and start the machinery in I'umaeesand fouiidi'ies Enst 
and West, giving prolitalilo employment lo un army of idle men, eiLlier in clie con- 
Htruotiou oi the worlc or in the preparation of material. 

It will aid in the rapid development of many millions of acres of good farming 
land in Texas, the Indian Territory, New Mexico and Arizona, and in the success- 
ful working of the rich silver, gold and copper mines of the two lust named Terr! 
tories, and of the Northern States of Old Mexico 

It will bring into those regions i multdude of mdustriois emigrants from the 
older States, and from Europe, to build up mmmg towns, and tianHform a w Id 
waste Into productive fa m 

It will do much towa d h f the Indian question by leason ol the 

more rapid advance of h n f clwliziton whlth it will nev tably 

seonre, thus savii^ to h G u uilltons annudly m the single item of 

border protection . [It as ma db committee of the last Ooiir,re^ that it 
costs the Government annua $ 000 000 to mulntjln an available f ico sulfltient 
to protect the lives and p p ty h white inhabitants of the country truvei'sed 
by this line of road.] 

It will save to the Government in the diminished cost of transporting militarj 
stores, Indian supplies, and the mails more annually than Ihe interent on the bonds 
proposed to be issued for the construction of the road 

It will carry the industries of civiliattlon into the Northern States of Mexico, a 
country containing nearly ten millions of people, and secure to u a an immense trade 
that is now being diverted into other and foreign markets. 

It wilt secure to us a highway from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, on the 
shortest, best and most economical route — a line fi'ee from the obstructions of high 
mountains, deep snows, and the annual floods which beset the present route. 

It will aid largely to secure cheap transportation by creating a liealthy competi- 
tion with the only other line of trans-continental railway. 

It win bring increased revenue to the Government, by substituting Industrious, 
productive communities in the place of savage hordes, now a source of enormous 
expense and perpetual annoyance. 

It will resurrect and rehabilitate the South, by pouring through that fertile but 
distracted region of our country a perpetual tide of the world's commerce, vititlizing 
Its railroad system, and reviving its paralyzed Industries. 

It will bring more immediate, substantial and permanent benefits to the West 
and South than any enterprise that baa yet been inaugurated. 

'I'hls rich territory, covering an area of nearly one million of square miles, which 
has been practically ignored in tlie legislation of Congress whilst it is entitled, 
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X OniGiN Of tue cosvention. 

equally with any olberseulion, to sveh favoi-a bs the Government may legitimately 
bestow, will adil by its prosperity to the wealth and glory of the whole country. 

The Union and Central Paeifio roads have received magnificent donations of 
money and lands, and now have the monopoly of tlie transportation to and from tho 
Pacific coast. Tlie Southwest must have'a road to counteract this inflnenee, and 
give accommodations to the people of thfi whole country by the competition wliieh 
its construction will piMduce. 

What Is aslf ed trom the Govemnient to consummate this great national enterprise ? 
Hot money, not subsidies, not loons or lands. The compnnies having this enter- 
prise in charge simply ask for a guaranty of five per cent, intereftt on construc- 
tion bonds, and oflei-to indemnify the Government for its indorsement by a first 
lieu on all their property, by the surrender of 80,000,000 aeros of land already 
granted, and the transportation of the mails, troops, and supplies; also by deposit- 
ing in the U. S. Treasury |I5,000 in bonds for each mile of road, to be sold by the 
Government if necessary to meet any possible deficiency dnring the period of con- 
structing the road. 

In view of the facts we have mentionecl, and the importance of this movement to 
the people of this whole country, wo earnestly invite your co-operation. Wehope 
that delegates may be sent from every part of the country, in order that the will of 
the people may be ascertained, and Buch expression given to their wishes as will 
Insure llieir buiug ciu'i-ied out by llitir representatives at Washington. 

JAS. O. BKOADHEAD, JAS. H. BRITTON, 

Chairvaii £,r«u/i>e CummilW. Mayor of Si. Louis. 

ISAAC M. MASON, D. P. ROWLAND, 

President Board of Trade. Prrsidtnt Merchants' Exchangi. 

OLIVER GABEI80H, CHARLES SPECK, 

E. 0. STANAED, EDWIN HARRISON, 

ISAAC H. STURGEON, S. H, LAFLIN, 

SILAS BKHT, WEB. m. SAMUEL, 

HENRY OVEESTOLZ, CHAS. P. CHOUTEAU, 

GILES F. FILLET, JNO. B. MAUDE, 

JAS. E. TEATMAN, .T. L. TRACY, Secretary. 



JNO. P. MEYER, 
T. J. BAETHOLOW, 
JHO. N. BOFINGBR, 
W; S. STEWART, 
JNO. H. MAXON, 



a. 
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ADDRESS 



PEOPLE OF THE DOITED STATES, 



'ITie National Convention, wliicli held ite sessions in the city of St. 
Louis OB the 23d and 24tli days of November, 18.75, to consider tlie 
subject of tiie construction of a railroad from the Mississippi river to 
the Pacific Ocean, tlirough the States and Tei-ritories of the Sonth- 
weat, dii-ected the preparation and publication of an addj'ess to the 
people of the XTnited States, embodying the views set forth in the 
preamble and resolutions adopted by it. 

The propriety of such an appeal is justified by the character and 
composition of the Convention itself, and by the nature of the great 
" enteiprise it recommends. 

The Convention consisted of delegates duly appointed from thirty- 
one States and TeiTitories, many cities and boai'ds of trade, mer- 
chants' exchanges^and other commercial bodies, constituting a body 
of 869 membera, representing not only a large proportion of the peo- 
ple of the United States, but of the active, producing, business capital 
of the country. Speaking to their fellow-citizens of the entire Union 
on a subject of common national interest, there is not even the ap- 
pearance of presumption in the attitude of snch a body representing 
such a constituency. On the contrary, the fact of its speaking con- 
stitutes its title to be heai-d. 

The motive for addressiug the people at large grows out of a deep 
conviction, entertained by the Convention, that the enterprise recom- 
mended by tbem is one in wliich every citizen of the United States 



, Google 



^ 12 — 

has ail important and equal interest, and that its merits ai'e so plain 
and great that a candid presentation of the propositions in its sup- 
port, to the popular understanding, will enlist in its liehalf an earnest, 
intelligent and powerful adTOcaey on the part of the general public 
that must silence every prejudice, overcome evei'j hostile interest, 
and eommand from a Govei-nment, which is but the instrument of its 
will, the legislation and public aid which are invoked. As the inter- 
ests represented and urged by the Convention ai'e purely public in 
their character, its reliance for their recognition and promotion is 
purely upon the public spirit of the nation, to whose impartial reason 
it addresses itself. 

The main conclusion of the Convention is, that a southern trans- 
continental railway, from the waters of the Mississippi, via El Paso, 
to the Pacific Ocean, on or near the 32d parallel of latitude, is im- 
peratively demanded — 

1. Asa measure of sound statesmanship, more effectually provid- 
ing for that constant intercourse, business and social, by which the 
great States growii^ up on the Pac'iflc slope are to be permanently 
bound in a common interest with our Eastern and Southern comuiu- 
nities and the most intimate relations promoted between all sections 
of our common country — a sound policy, already recognized by the 
Government in its grant of bonds and lands to the Union and Central 
and Kansas Pacific roads, and of lands to other trans- continental lines 
on the 33d, 35th and 47th paraEels — a policy thus far, in faet, de- 
feated, because the private capital relied upon and necessary to 'com- 
plete this system of highways could not be obtained on the conditions 
limited, leaving the responsibility still resting upon the Govern- 
ment to secure the completion of at least one additional trans-conti- 
uental line. 

2. As a means of national defence, securing to the Government a 
line to the Pacific, unobstructed at all seasons of the year, for the 
prompt transportation of its troops and supplies in the event of war, 
exposing the ports and countries of the Pacific Coast to insult or 
attack, and yet sufficiently removed from the border to be fully capa- 
ble of protection against any hostile force. 
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3. As a local militai'y necessity. The experience of the nation on 
the Central, Union and Kansas Pacific roads having proven that the 
rail and telegraph and the facilities thereby provided fnmish the only 
sure means of intjareeptiag and punishing the hostile Indians, unmis- 
takably indicates the adoption of the same method to prevent constant 
depredations in Western Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, making 
life and property secure and establishing there the same law and order 
that prevail along the present Pacific line. 

4. As a measure of practiced economy in the administration of the 
Government. The experience of the present Pacific roads already 
has shown that the expense of maintaining a military establishment 
for the protection of the territory through which it passes from Indian 
depredations, will be Isirgely reduced, by enabling tlie Government to 
transport troops and supplies at one-flfth of the present cost, and by 
enabling it to dispense with two-thirds of the present fprce, through 
facilities afforded for the ti'ansportation and movement of troops. It 
is estimated that the saving under this head alone will be from eight 
to ten millions of dollars per annmn, while, at the same time, the 
Govei-nment will be enabled to provide more efficiently and economi- 
cally for the care and mMutenance of the Indian tribes under its 
charge. 

5. As a contmerdal necessity to the twelve millions of people in- 
habiting a belt of country from four hundred to seven hundred miles 
in width, and stretching alorkg the entire .South Atlantic Coast, the 
Gulf of Mexico and Old Mexico to the Pacific Ocean, who, by reason 
of thek geographical position, cannot share directly in the benefits 
conferred by the present Pacific line. 

6. As a direct saving to the people ofilie entire comiti^, by furnish- 
ing a competing line between the two oceans for the immense and 
hourly increasing traffic growing out of the internal trade between the 
Atlantic and Paeiflc States, and the foreign trade with lie Sandwich 
Islands, China, Japan, Australia and Westei'n South America, all of 
which now pays tribute to a single line that enjoys and profits by its 
monopoly, created but not controlled by the Gtovernment, and against 
whose arbitrary and exclusive policy no adequate protection exists, or 
can be now furnished, except by the competition of the proposed line 
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throagii the Southwestern States and Territoiles. The present mo- 
nopoly is fostered by a Governmeut loan of 155,000,000 of sis per cent. 
Government bonda, the aannal inter^t on which, amounting to three 
millions three hundred thousand dollara, is paid directly out of the 
Treasury, besides large grants of public lands. The policy of the 
corporation is dictated solely by consideraMons of profit to its owners, 
aad its own interest as a private company, entirely failing, to answer 
the supposed object of its creation — that of furnishing an open high-' 
way, free, without discrimination, on equal terms to all having occasion 
to use it, such as the people of this country have a light to demand. 
The only renmning remedy is to build up a sound, healthy and legiti- 
mate competition, subject to the regulating power of Congress, reserved 
in the legislation granlang the pubhc aid, which shall limit the rates 
and charges of ti'ansportation to a moderate, fair and reasonable re- 
turn upon the basis of the actual cost of the road, and furnish equal 
facilities to all, withoiit discrimination against any. 

7. As a means of oommunicaMon with the rich and productive 
States of Old Mexico, securing a large and lucrative traffic now 
either non-existent or diverted to other countries, and by connecting 
with lines of railroad now projected from the capital of Mexico to its 
northern border, stimulating and developing the mutual and profitable 
exchange of products between the two countries, 

8. As an act of duty on the part of the Government to furnish 
the necessary means of protection to citizens whose guardianship it 
assumed, under treaty obligations, in the acquisition of the Mexican 
territory in which they were resident, and all others who have been 
induced by the grants of land made to aid the building of railroads, to 
settie in the Territories which those roads were intended to develop, 

9. As an act of justice and encouragement to the people of the 
Southern States, who have reason to complain of the partiality of the 
Government, which since its organization has expended for public 
improvements in the Northern States and Territories $175,000,000 of 
pubHc moneys, while in the Soutliern States and Territories the pubhc 
expenditures for similai' purposes have been but 519,000,000. Aside 
from this, the whole system of Southern railways virtually terminates 
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at the Mississippi river, and is cut oft' from all diruet connection by raU 
with the Pacific CoaBt, It is but jiist that these railways should have 
equal facihties for extension on their own lines to the western Ijouii- 
daij of the Republic, and participate with the parallel lines with 
which they compete in the great through trans- continental traffic, as 
well as to be fed. and replenished by the rich trade to be developed 
by the consti'uction of a grand ti-unk line to the Pacific, on their own 
hue of latitude with Mexico, and through our domestic territori^, 
rich in mineral and agricultural capacitiesi waiting for population and 
development. 

These are the considerations, in substance, that led the Convention 
to ita conclusion that the construction of the proposed raiboad con- 
nection between the Valley of the Mississippi and the Pacific Ocean is 
imperatively demanded. If tliere' were involved no question of Gov- 
ernment aid, and no prejudices on that subject, their full and 
controlling force would lie freely and generally admitted. 

It is quite ceitain that if, in this case, the aid of the Gkivernment 
credit, as asked, be denied, the road cannot be built. Two things 
must concur to attract to such an investment the necessary amount 
of private capital. Fii-st — Each contributor must be satisfied of the 
certainty that the work will be completed ; for its ability to pay inter- 
est and repay capital deijends on its being completely built, as on 
th t 1 p d its value and its ability to eai'n income. Second — There 
mu t b t only a certainty that it will some day be completed, but 
al th t t will be completed within some definite period ; because, 
th wi. there is no means of calculating ite cost, which, including 

t t capital not paid by income, grows with every delay in 

construction. 

In a work of such magnitude as this, these conditions cajinot be 
fulfilled upon the basis of the credit of the undertaking itself, nor of 
that of its individual or corporate promoters. Even if the first could 
be met, and individual capitalists coiild be furnished witli reasonable 
assurance that the work would not drop imfinished, the element of 
time and delay would at once enter and so enlarge the cost of con- 
struction, by accumulations of interest to be paid only out of 
increased capital, as to make the enterprise impracticable. 
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Nothing lesB will fui-iiish the requk-ed eoHditioiia of success tlian 
tlie aid of Government credit, guaranteeing the punctual payment of 
accruing interest on the capital advanced. This is the form of Gtov- 
ernment assistance invoked in behalf of this enterprise. No advance 
of public money is asked for, and it is confidently claimed that, upon 
the securitiea and with the guards and restiictiona proposed, the Grov- 
emment will never be required, on ac-connt of its guarantee, to advance 
a single dollai', much leas to lose one. 

If this can be made to appear, what possible objections, on any 
pubHc ground, can be urged againat the appHcation ? It is confidently 
claimed that it will so appear from a candid and careful consideration 
of the scheme proposed. The hne of road embraced in the project is 
described in the resolutions of the Convention. 

t. That a Southern line to the Paciflc Ocean should be built on or 
near the 32d parallel, from Shrevepoi-t, via El Paso to San Diego, 
where it will make connectious with the waters of the Pacific in a safe 
and excellent hai'hor, and connect also with the railway lines now 
building from, San Francisco to the southern part of California, thus 
securing a continuous line to that great city and port. 

2. That there should also be constructed extensions from the most 
eligible points on the Texas and Pacific road to New Orleans, Memphis 
and Viclisburg, and from a point near the 103d meridian to Vinita, in 
order to reach the Miaaissippi river, and to connect with every road 
and harbor of the Atlantic Coast, and with every railway east of the 
Eocky Mountain slope. 

3. That to insure to the nation the greatest benefits from this line 
of road, and to prevent its being conti'oUed in the interest of any one 
party or section of country, there should be establiahed such r^ula- 
tiona as will maintain the road from Shreveport to the Paciflc as an 
open highway, and a competing line to all trans -continental railroads, 
to be used on equal terms by all connecting roads which are now or 
may hereafter be built. Similar regulations to he applied to the 
branches receivii^ similar aid to the Texas and Paciflc trunk hne. 

4. That it should be built at the lowest possible cost, in order 
that the people shall be protected against undue or oppressive chaises, 
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and shall be secured in its use at tlie lowest possible rate rcquii'ed to 
protect tiie comparatively small capital actually expended on its con- 
struction — a result which can be greatly aided by its constniction at 
this time, when material and labor can be secured at prices much 
below those that have prevailed for many years past — and that 
Congress shall at all times reseiTe the power to protect the people 
against speculation and oppression in the use of this national 
highway. 

5. That the building of the main line should proceed under such 
regulations as will insure the construction of the road continuously 
from the point of its present completion in Texas to San Diego, in 
California, or until it meets an extension of the same line from San 
Diego. 

The line contemplated is that for the construction of which the 
Texas and Pacific Railway Company has been incorixtrated and on^an- 
ized under acts of Congress and stitutes of the State of Texas 
including its consolidationf> ■«ith )thei companies, and embiacmg the 
line of the Atlantn, and Pacific Railioad trom Vmita to its ptint ot 
junction near the 103d pirallel of kngitude ihc tiunk line extends 
from Shrevepjit m the State of Lfuisjana to San Diego m Cah 
fomia. Of this hue the division Ijiiig between Shrevepoit ml lort 
Worth is partly built and will I e completed by the Company itself 
out of its own moans making 44^ miles toi which no public aid jg 
required or ask d It also includes tertaui extensions necess^ry to 
connect the trunk Ime with the general system of lailroads Ipng eisfc of 
the Mississippi nver. bt. Louis is provided tor by the existing Iron 
Mountain road to Texarkana and the existing connection by the Pacific 
road of Missouri via Sedalia, and the Missouri, Kansas and Texas road. 
The proposed connection with the Atlantic and Pacific wiU give it an 
additional and more direct route to the Pacific Coast. The extensions 
needing public aid for their completion will be to New Orleans, to 
Vicksburg and to Memphis. To finish the construction of what is 
needed to perfect connections Mth these points it is estimated wiU 
add no more to the distance to be supplied with Government aid than 
the portion of the main hne between Shreveport and Fort Worth, as 
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to wbick it has ab-eady been stated that it is excludccl from tlie appli- 
cation. The. whole distance of road thus to be constructed, and for . 
which the Governpient aid will be required, is estimated to -be about 
2,000 miles. 

The extent and mode of this aid, as recommended by the Conven- 
tion, is by a guarautee on the part of the United States of interest, 
not principal, on a limited amount of five per cent, conatruction 
bonds issued by the Company, payable in fifty years, so that the entii'e 
hability assumed shall not in any event exceed |2,000 per mile per 
annum, nor the interest on the actual cost of the line and branches 
actually constraeted, such liability to be seciured by a first mortg^e 
upon all the railway property and franchises of the companies and 
upon tlie lands granted by the United States ; and any deficiency in 
the eai-nings of the line and branches to meet the interest maturing 
on these bonds while the road is in course of construction, to be met 
by the deposit in the United States Treasury of one-eighth of the 
whole authorized issue and the sale of the same if it becomes- neces- 
sary, after applying all net earnings and proceeds of lands, and the 
sums due for Government transportation, mful and telegraph service, 
to meet the interest maturing as aforesaid, so that there shall be no 
outlay by the Government ; these bonds to be issued only to the 
actual amount of cash expended upon the road and branches, and 
upon the certificate of sworn commissioners, appointed by the Gov- 
ernment to supervise the building of the line and its branches, and 
their redemption at maturity to be assured to purchasers and holders 
by providing a sinking fund out of the revenues of the road and 
branches, to be paid by the companies into the treasury of the United 
States, of such amount as may be sufficient to pay off and discharge 
the entire bonded obligations of tlic companies on which the Govern- 
ment has guaranteed the interest. 

It wiU be observed that the masimiim of the bonds to be issued 
under this plan will be $40,000 per mQe, and of these |5, 000 per 
mile are to be held by the Goveiiunent, to be sold only to meet defi- 
ciencies in the payment of interest during the progress of the work. 
It is estimated that an average of $35,000 per mile, or $30,000 for the 
plain country and $40,000 for the mountain country, will be suEflcient ; 



..Google 



but no bond is to be issued except as it represeuts the actual amount of 
. money reasonably expended in construction, under the supervision of 
GoYernment inspectors, and upon their sworn certificates of the fact. 
Here is perfect secni-ity, so fai' as human admimstration can make it, 
that no fictitious issue of obligation will be made, and every holder of 
A bond will have the assurance that every dollar of his money advanced 
has gone into the security which he holds for its repayment. 

To indemnify the Government gainst loss on account of its guaran- 
tee, and to secure the payment of the bonds at maturity, the provision 
made by the plan is deemed adequate beyond all doubt. It consists 
of a first mortgage on the road and its land grants- — a first mortgage 
that cannot bfe displaced, except with the unattainable consent of every 
holder of the bonds, besides that of Congress— the retention by the 
Government of all sums earned for transportation, and for postal and 
telegraphic service, the proceeds of the sale of public lands granted in 
its a,id, the net earnings of the road, and $5,000 per mile of bonds to 
be sold, and proceeds applied to the payment of interest in case of 
default. 

The whole liabUity of the Government thus to be seciued cannot in 
any event exceed $2,000 per mile per annum. The gi-oas earnings of 
the .line, sufficient to yield that amount of net revenue, need not 
exceed $5,000 per mile per annum. The actual receipts of the Union 
and Central Paeiflc roads amount to much more than double that sum, 
upward of seventy per cent, of which is from local business, all of 
■which has been created since that Hue of road was built. The net 
earnings of that entire line, according to the last published reports, 
amounted to $6,279 per mile per annum, or sufficient to pay five per 
cent, coin interest on an indebtedness of more than one hundred thou- 
sand dollars per mile. 

The natural advantages of the country ti^aversed by the Southern 
line are as great, if not much gi-eater, than those of the country 
through which the existing hue passes, while the shorter distance, 
low summits, easy grades and freedom from snow will materially 
diminish opci-atii^ expenses. In addition to the resources of om' own 
Southern and Western States and Territories, some of the richest por- 
tions of Mexico he adjacent to the proposed road, with a'ljopulation 
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of two miUiona of people, simply waiting its construction to ponr in 
upon it a very large and valuable traffic. The reports of committeea of 
Congi-esB and the records of the Government show conclusively that the 
construction of the existing line of railroad to the Pacific has, since its 
completion, saved to the Government annually about $3,000 per mUe, 
and certainly an equal if not i^ greater saving will be effected by the 
constmetion of the Texas and Paeihc line. The committee of the 
last House of Eepresentatives on this subject is authority for the state- 
ment that to hold in subjection the numerous savSige tribes scattered 
through the territory to be traversed by the road, and protect the lives 
and property of its civiUzed inhabitants, there are now stationed troops 
aggregating about one-fourth of the entire available force of our army, 
maintained and subsisted at an expense which cannot fall short of $10,- 
000,000 per annum, and that it is evident that the construction of this 
road will enable the Goveriunent to withdraw three-fourths of the troops 
now stationed in the country traversed by it, and render the remain- 
ing fourth far more efficient than the whole force now employed there, 
and that the saving so effecled, added fo Ihe diminished costof Irans- 
portingmihlary stores, Indian supplies and the mails, will aggregate 
every year more than the annual amount of tiie intei-est on all Ihe 
bonds proposed to be issued. 

As to the value and importance of the connection to be established 
by means of the Southwestern Pacific road with Mexico, we have the 
high testimony of the Hon. J. W. Foster, the United States Minister 
near that government. In an address before the Chamber of Commerce 
of the city of New Orleans on the 18tii day of November, 1875, 
reported in the Bepublican newspaper of that city, he refers also to the 
projects aided by the Mexican government for perfecting that connec- 
tion. He says: 

"While the Southern Pacific Railroad, which would open to the 
United States the boundless wealth of precious metals hidden in the 
upper Sierra Madre and the agricultural advanfe^es of the Northern 
States of Mexico, halts and languishes for want of Government aid, 
and while the International of Texas, leading to the Rio Grande, baa 
been embarrassed for want of or delay in the legislation of that State, 
Mexico haS given substantial evidence of its desire to aid every feasi- 
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ble railwmd pi'oject looking toward a connection with, the United 
States, or having a tendency to develop commercial relations with us. 
At tbe laat session of its Congress a concession was granted to the 
International Esulroad Company of Texas, represented "by Hon. 
Edward L. Plumb, to construct a railroad from its junction witl\ the 
Rio Grande to the city of Leon, a diatanc-e through Mexico of between 
600 nnd 700 miles, where it will connect with the trunk system of 
railroads of that country ; and the government agrees to pay as a 
bubaidy to the Company $15,288 per mile, with a large additional 
premium if the road is completed before the time fixed in the conces- 
sion, and admit all its materials free of duty. The Congress at the 
same session granted a concession to Mr, "W", B. Blair and others, of 
California, to construct a raili-oad from Guaymas, in the State of 
Sonora, to the United States boundary, leading in the direction of 
Tucson, the capital of Arizona Territory. To aid this project the 
government proposes the magnificent donation of alternate sections of 
thirty-flve square miles of pubUc lands of that State per Uneal mile of 
road, with exemption from taxation and other privileges similai' to the 
former." 

Who will say that the policy of Mexico, although exhausted by 
more than half a century of revolutions, straggUng with poverty and 
staggering under a large domestic and foreign debt, is not the wisest 
and best it could pursue? If so, certainly it would be wise on the 
part of oar Government and people to meet and imitate it. 

The aid rendered by the Grovemment to the companies construct- 
ing and operating the present line to the Pacific forms a strong con- 
trast with that asked for in behalf of the Southern line. It amounted 
to $55,000,000 of the bonds of the Grovcrnment itself, bearing interest 
at the rate of six per cent, per annum, the interest on which to be 
paid primarily out of the public treasmy. The railroad companies, by 
a recent decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, are held 
not to be bound to repay interest until the maturity of the principal 
of the bonds, which are payable thirty years after date ; they are 
secured by a second mortgage, and the right of the Government to 
retain one-half only of the amount due from the Giovernment for trans- 
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portation, and to I'eoeive hntjlva per cent, of tlie net eai'iiiiigs of the 
road. Ajid Congress reserved no light to legislate on the subject of 
tlic charges of the Company for transportation to individuals nutil ita 
net earnings should amount to enough to pay 10 per cent, on the cost 
of the roads, which is practically no control at dl. 

Aided by this bounty of the Government, the present line enjoys a 
monopoly of the trans-continental trade. The alternative is presented 
to perpetuate that monoijoly, with all the necessary abuses and op- 
pressions which are inherent in unlimited power moulded by human 
selfishness, by refusing the aid required to establish a sound and 
healthy competition, or on tlie other hand, in the only practicable 
way, by assisting in the construction of a new and better and cheaper 
Hue to emancipate the present and future traffic across the continent, 
the volume and value of which are ineveasing beyond all antici- 
pations, and will realize all that even the most enthusiastic have 
ims^ined, from the arbitrary tribute exacted by an irresponsible dicta- ■ 
tor. That its power is built upon a Government subsidy is of itself 
a sufficient reason why, under the restrictions and limitations pro- 
posed for the public security in the scheme now presented, the Gov- 
ernment credit should be safely and usefully employed in solving for 
the continent the great problem of cheap, economical Srans portation, 
yielding to capital enough, but exacting from production no more 
than, under the supervision and guardianship of the Government 
itself, shall from time to time be found adequate to a healthy equilib- 
rium between the great forces of production and distribution. 

The line of said road in behalf of which the present appeal is made is 
intended to connect the entire Southern system of railroads— termi- 
nating at the Mississippi river and reaching through the interior to the 
Atlantic — with the Pacific Coast- That its conatrnction and comple- 
tion would put them on an equal footing with the parallel lines to the 
North, for the trans-continental trade, is quite evident, and that they 
have a right to expect that equalitj' follows from the character of our 
Government as equal and impartial in its administration, discrimina- 
ting neither for nor against any. That it would rapidly develop the 
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sparsely settled country in the Southwest and people the territoiies 
between Texas and the Pacific with a tide of emigrants flowing along 
their accustomed linos of latitude, is equally evident to all who have 
observed the conditions according to which our borders have advanced 
towai-d the West. That it would give new life to the raih-oad system of 
the South, by furnishing it its natural and legitimate extension, those 
most interested will bear unquestionable testimony — a result that of 
itself would be the sign and consequence of an active and revived 
industry wherever their lines penetrate. The South would live again^ 
and find a new and better life than ever before, in the bnsj- and diversi- 
fied industry of a contented,because prospering population. Does not 
this consideration weigh heavily in the argument for the public aid to 
this enterprise? We have been waiting long years for the people of 
the South to forget tho calamities of our civil war. Nothing will 
tend so greatly and so certainly to bury the remembrance of them 
forever as the rising of that tide of prosperity which is sure to come 
in upon them, and upon us all, like a flood, when the Government 
shall stretch out its hands to them, to help and not to hurt, and to 
lend to them for a time, without cost or loss to itself, that public 
credit which will be so much strengthened and increased by the gen- 
eral prosperity which it will be used to promote. Such a measure 
would be the great healing act of Federal legislation, giving its 
assurance that the people of the Union and their common representa- 
tives, in the exercise of tho public power and the employment of the 
common wealth, know no sections in the country, no divisions among 
the people, but are zealous and anxious to exert all their functions bo 
as equally to promote the growth and prosperity of every part and 
member. 

The Convention submits its proceedings and conclusion with con- 
fidence to the judgment of the people of the United States. It aska 
that they may be scrntiniKed with care, but judged without pi-oju- 
dice. It feels confident that a thorough knowledge of the facts and 
an intelligent comprehension of the case, in all its circumstances and 
consequences, will confirm tlie soundness of its views. It relies on 
a plain presentation of their jilan to secure the general suffrage in its 
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favor, and asks the co-operation of the people at large, in the pro- 
motion of the measure, solely on the ground that ite success is 
i by a consideration of their own interests. 

On behalf of the Convention, 

STANLEY MATHEWS, President. 

JAMES 0, BKOADHBAD, Mo. ^ 
WILLIAM PEESTON, Ky. 
JOHN II. KENSARD, La. 
K. TV". THOMPSON, lad. 
MORTON McMICHAEL, Pa. 
PETER COOPER, Hew York. 
JA8, E. ANDERSON, Va. 
"WILLIAM JOHSSON. N. C. 
D, FBLSENHELD, Cal, 
HENEY G. SMITH, Teim. 
A. O. CLAPTON, Texas. 
JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON. Ga. 
C. K. ILAItSHALL, Miss. 
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FIRST DAY. 



TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23d, 1875. 



The Convention was called to order in the Temple, corner 
of Fifth and Market streets, at 11 o'clock a. m., by Col. 
James O. Beoadiiead, Chairman of the Local Executive 
Committee. 

Col. Broadhead: Gentlemen of the ConventioE, you will please 
come to order. R«v. T>t. Eliot will open the Convention with prayer. 

PRAYER BY REV. W. G. ELIOT, D. D. 

Almighty and moat merciful God, our Ileavejily Father, witlioiit 
whom wc arc nothing and ean do notliing, let Thy hlessing rest upon 
na while we are here assembled. We have come together in the in- 
terest of peace and of National Union. Wilt Thou guide our minda 
to wisdom of counsel. Wilt Thou fill our hearts with the spirit of fair- 
ness, of justice and brotherly kindness. May there be no place here 
for discord ; may no angry word be spoken. May we leave behind 
us all narrow selflshaesa and aectiona] feeling, remembering that we are 
here as citizens of the same gi'eat Republic, to work together for the 
common good. Oh, God, wilt Thou bind us together more and more 
closely, not onlyby the bands of iron, hutbythe stronger bonds of love. 
Thou hast taught ua in Thy Word that we are members one of another. 
By acre experience we have learned that when one member suffers, 
all suffer with it. We can neither suffer nor rejoice alone. Wilt 
' Thou, therefore, teach us to conduct our deliberations in accordance 
with the great law of Christian brotherhood, not only individually, 
but as representing different communities and States. May we have 
grace given us to do as we would be done by. We trust ourselves to 
Thy guidance. We thank Thee for all Thy mercies. We pray for 
Thy blessing upon our beloved country which Tlion hast so greatly 
distinguished. May thia people become free indeed, by escaping from 
the bondage of sin, by lising above the wickedness of strife ; and to 
Thy name be the glory and the praise for ever more, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 



,y Google 



ADDRESS OF COL. JAMES 0. BROADHEAD. 
Mk. Bkoadhead : Gentlemen of the Convention, "by the direction 
of the Executive Committee, of wliich 1 am Chairman, it becomes my 
duty to call this Conyention to order, and to explain briefly the eauses 
which have brought us together, and in doing so, I will read first the 
call for this Convention r 

ABDBESS TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Executive Committee, appointed by a mass meeting of the 
citizens of St, Louis, to make arrangements for calling a National 
Convention to eonsider the subject of the constniction of a Pacifle 
Bailroad through the States and Territories of the Southwest, and to 
take such action in its favor as might seem fit, hereby announce that 
such Convention will be held in St. Louis, on the 33d of November 
next ; and we formaUy and cordially invite the people of the several 
States and Territories, through their Glovemors and Boards of Trade, 
Chambers of Commerce, Cotton Exchanges, and other commercial 
or municipal oj^:anizations, whose action can be conveniently had, to 
appoint delegates to attend and participate in its proceedings. 

It is made a National Convention, because the enterprise is thor- 
oughly national in its scope and influence. While it will be of vital 
importance to a vast region of rich territory, three times as lai^e as 
the thirteen original States of this Republic, and now almost destitute 
of railroad facilities, the completion of such a work will yield great 
benefits to every section of the country. 

The proposed railroad wiU have at least seven Eastern terminal 
points on tiie Mississippi or the Gulf — these radiating branches meet- 
ing at some convenient point in Western Texas, and thence constitut- 
ing one grand trunk line to the Pacific Ocean. The States of Texas, 
Louisiana, Arkansas, California and Missouri ; also Mississippi, Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky and Illinois, with the Territories of New Mexico, 
Arizona and the Indian Territory, and the Northern States of old 
Mexico will be directly on the main line or its branches. 

The road may be considered as completed to Fort Worth in North- 
western Texas, to which point the exertions of the Company will carry 
it during the coming year ; from this point to San Diego on the Pacific 
Coast, a distance of 1,457 miles, the work is beyond the reach of in- 
dividual enterprise. 

I may leave out the reasons which are stated by the Committee, 
because it, perhaps, would make this opening too long, but I will read 
the concluding portion of the address : 

In view of the facts we have mentioned, and the importance of this 
movement to the people of this whole country, we earnestly invite 
your co-operation. We hope that delegates may be sent fl'om every 
part of the country, in order that the will of the people may be 
ascert^ned, and such expression given to theu- wishes as will insure 
their being carried out by their representatives at Washington. 
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And now, gentlemeii, in answer to the eall I have just read, I 
see before me delegates from twenty-seven States and Territories 
[qiplause], consisting of men of science, engineei-s, farmers, mer- 
chants, bankers, planters, manufacturers and statesmen of no mean 
repute — representatives of the intelligence, culture and patriotism of 
our common country [applause]- — ^men, in some respects, of antago- 
nistic interests, and of almost every shade of poUtieal sentiment, and 
between some of whom, in years not long passed, there was a gulf 
which seemed almost impassable ; and certainly there is nothing in all 
the circumstances which surround this assemblage that can give so 
much of hope for the future, as the fact that men who have differed 
so widely upon questions that affected the very existence of the 
American nation,- should have come together in fraternal council from 
the four corners of the republic to consult how best they may advance 
its prosperity and glory. [Applause.] Gentlemen, we are here in 
the interest of peace. [Applause.] Peace has her victories, and the 
crowning glory of our people is that, whilst they are at least the 
equals of other nations in the achievements of arras, whether in for- 
eign or domestic wars, they are making deeper foot-prints in the 
paths of progress, and securing more brilliant and lasting triumphs in 
the arts of peace than any other nation. [Loud applause.] Now, 
gentlemen, we have met for a practical purpose, and whatever may he 
the result of the deliberations of this Convention, and whatever effect 
its action may have upon the interests of individuals or corporations, 
the movement in which it originated was not brought about by any one 
who has or was supposed to have a pecuniary interest in its action. 
It was not a suggestion of the Texas and Pacific Rfdh-oad Company, 
or any one interested in that company or any other railroad company ; 
but the movement was brought aboutfr'om a conviction on the part 
of those who originated it that another line of trans- continental rail- 
way was needed by the commei'ce of the countrj' ; that it was due 
especially to the southern half of our confederacy [loud applause] ; 
that it would revive the industries of the whole conntry, and open 
new avenues of wealth by which the whole country could be bene- 
fited, and to tliat extent would lighten somewhat the burdens now 
resting upon the shoulders of the whole nation. It is the duty of the 
statesman and of the patriot to adopt the best means that present 
themselves for the accomplishment of the end in view. 

There was presented at the last session of Congress a bill amending 
the charter of the Texas and Pacific Railway and the Atlantic and 
Pacific Eailway, which came near passing into a law, and which pre- 
sented to our minds the cheapest and most feasible method for secur- 
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ing a Southern Trans- Continental Railway. And I will here remark, 
that it is well known to persons who have directed their attention to 
the subject, that the two roads, the Atlantic and Pacific and the 
Texas and Pacific Railway, ai-e hoth chartered by iicts of Congress, 
and have both grants of laad along the proposed routes of theise 
roads. I will undertake now to give a synopsis of this bill, because 
it has not previously been fully spread before the country. The 
provisions of that biU are substantially as follows : 

That authority be granted by the Congress of the United States to 
the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad Company to construct a line of 
railroad from its present western terminus at Vinita, southwestwardly 
by the most practicable ronte, to intersect the line of the Texas and 
Pacific Railway Company, and the Texas and Pacific Railway Com- 
pany was also authorized to constmet its line from Fort Worth 
westwardly, so that the connection can be made with the road of the 
Atlantic and Pacific Etulroad Company at some convenient point to 
be agreed upon, not further north than the SSd parallel of latitude, 
and not further west than the lOSd degree of longitude, and from 
such point westwardly to the Rio Grande and to San Diego Bay, on 
the Pacific coast, through Texas, New Mexico, Arizona and California. 

The Texas and Pacific Railway was required to be constructed to 
the point of junction within three years from the passage of the act ; 
and the Unc of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, from its eastern 
terminus to the point of junction, and the main trunk line from the 
junction to San Diego Bay, within sis yesas from the passage of the 
act ; and the right of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad shall be held 
to have lapsed in regard to its present line whenever that company 
shall file with the Secretary of the Interior a survey and location of 
its line to the point of intersection. The Texas and Pacific Railway 
was required to commence the work of construction within six 
months from the passage of the a«t, and to do so much work each 
year until it should be completed. And it was further provided 
that the line from Shreveport to New Oi-leans should be constracted 
and put in operation within tliree years. 

It was further provided that whenever the Texas and Pacific Com- 
pany, or the Atlantic and Pacific Company, or the New Orleans, 
Baton Kouge and Vicksburg Company shall file a certificate, signed 
by the president and engineer, that ten or more consecutive miles of 
any poiiion of said hues have been constructed and are ready for 
service, the President of the United States shall require such Com- 
missioner or Commissioners as may he appointed by him for that pur- 
pose to examine the same and report to him ; and if it shall appear 
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that ten or more miles of road and telegraph Hne have been con- 
structed and equipped as required by law, the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury shall indorse, for and in the name of the United States, a guar- 
anty of interest on bonds to be issued by ea<;h company. The 
guaranty is to be on bonds issued on road actually constructed and 
equipped, and is to be at the rate of five x>er cent, per annum in gold, 
and payable on the first days of April and October of each year. 
The bonds are to be secured by a first mortgage lien on the constructed 
road, with its equipments, franchises, earnings and property of every 
. kind, including all lands granted by the United States to aid in its 
constractioii ; and in the mortgage, provision is also made for a sink- 
ing fund, to be paid into the Treasury of the United States, of one per 
cent, in gold coirt on the whole amount of. bonds issued, to extend 
for a certain period named, and thereafter of two per cent, until the 
bonds are all redeemed, or until a sufficient fund is raised to redeem 
them at matmity. The bonds to be executed are to be deposited 
■with the Secretary of the Treasury to the extent of $40,000 per mile 
of road constructed and equipped, to run for forty years, with 
coupons for the half-yearly interest. One-half the road shall be 
considered as located in the plfun or open country, one-half in the 
rough or mountainous country ; and the Secretary of the Treasury 
shall only deliver to the companies for road constructed in the plain 
or open country the bonds at the rate of $30,000 per mile, and for 
the rough or mountainous country bonds at the rate of $40,000 per 
mile of constructed road. 

The acceptance of the provisions of the act by either company 
should constitute a first hen upon the road and telegraph, the rolling- 
stock, shops, fixtures and property of every kind, including the fran- 
chises and all lands granted by the United States in aid thereof, and 
the companies are to prepare and flie a mortgage to that effect. 

And it is further provided by the act, that in order to provide more 
specifically for the interest on these bonds, and a sinking fund to re- 
deem the bonds at maturity, there shall be set apart and paid into 
the treasury of the United States ten days before the maturity of the 
interest coupons : 

1. The entire cash proceeds of the sales of iands granted by Con- 
gress to aid in the construction of the road. 

2. The whole amount that shall be earned and be due from the 
Government for transportation of troops and suppUes, and for its 
postal and telegraph service. 

3. A sufficient amount from the earnings of the road to make each 
interest payment, and also to provide for a sinldng fond after ten 
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years from the passage of tlie act, equal to one per cent, for fifteen 
years, and two per cent, thereafter of the amount of bonils issued 
and outstanding. These amounts to be invested by the Secretary of 
the Treasui-y in taldng up those bonds at par, or to be Invested in 
United States bonds at their market value, until the amount equals 
the amount of bonds issued ; and, as further security, out of every 
$40,000 of bonds authorized to be issued by the company, 85,000 
shall be reserved by tlie Grovernment to secure the paynaent of the in- 
terest, which wiU be 12|- per cent, on the amount of bonds isaued 
per mile. 

These bonds, as before stated, are to be registered and pla<-ed in 
the office of the Set-retary of the Treasury. 

It is provided that there shall be no discrimination against any con- 
necting road, but on all business exchanged with another road the 
same rate per mile for passengers and per ton per mQe for freight 
shall be chained as shall be charged for similar business on its own 
line, or on any other route. 

It is also provided that Congress shall at aU times have the right to 
regulate the rates for transportation of fl'eight and passengers, and 
for postal and telegraphic service, and may exercise a general super- 
vision and control, over the road, so far as may be necessary to secure 
the interests of the Government. 

With these restrictions it is utterly impossible for the Government 
to lose anytliing, or even to he liable to pay out a doUar. The bonds 
arc only issued upon road actually constructed and in operation, and 
it is not possible that a road running through such a country as this 
does would not yield enough to pay the interest on its bonds. The 
security, however, is beyond question ample ; and for immediate pay- 
ment we have the proceeds of the sale of lands, the postal, telegraphic 
and mail service and the earnings of the road. 

It will be perceived from tMs synopsis of the hill before the last 
Congress, which embraces the main proposition for the consideration 
of this Convention, and which embodies the oflfer made by the Texas 
and Pacific Railway Company and the Atlantic and Pacific Railway 
Company, that the Government is asked to guai'antee the interest on 
the first mortgage construction bonds of the companies, to be issued 
at an average of $35,000 per mile of completed road ; $5,000 of the 
bonds to be reserved to secure the Government in case the net eai'nings 
of the road, the cost of mail, postal and telegraph service, and the 
sale of lands,, do not equal the interest on the bonds guaranteed 
and delivered to the company. 
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The annual interest charge, leaving out the $5,000 per mile re- 
served, wiU "be |1,750 per mile per annum. Will the Texas and 
Pafiflc Eailroaii yield $1,750 per mile? That company has now com- 
pleted and in operation about 300 miles of railroad in the State of 
Texas, and is free from debt. It yielded, as I am credibly informed, 
during the last month $168,000 gross, over $100,000 net earnings, 
which is at the rate of $333.33^ per mile per month, or $4,000 per 
mile per annum net eai'nings. 

The Union and Central Pacific Railroads earned during the last 
year j6,481 net per mile, upwards of 70 per cent, of which was from 
local trafllc. With those who are at all acquainted with the countiy 
through which the routes of the two roads pass, there can be no 
doubt that tJie local traffic of the Texas and Pacific road would 
largely exceed that of the Union Pacific and Central Pacific within a 
very short time after the completion of the road. The Union and 
Central Pacific have been subsidized to an extent of $55,000,000 in 
United States six per cent, bonds, and the payment by the Govern- 
ment of the interest on those bonds to the amount of $3,300,000 per 
annum, practically amounts to an addiMonal subsidy of that amount 
per annum, if, as is claimed by the company, and as has been decided 
by one of our courts, they are not bound to repay the interest to the 
Government until the maturity of the bonds at the end of thirty years 
from their issue, making the whole amount of subsidy $164,000,000. 

Can private enterprise compete with such a monopoly, fostered, as 
it is, by Government subsidies? 

The last annual report of the President of the Union Pacific Rail- 
road from Omaha to Ogden shows a net income of $6,733,391, ending 
June 30, 1875— an increase over the preceding year of $1,576,420 ; 
and the President says, further, that " the traffic of the road may be 
increased until the earnings shall reach $20,000,000 per year, without 
any call for expenditures demanding an increase of the bonded debt 
of the company ; that the road has a capacity for doing over double 
its present volume of business without an expenditure which may not 
be met by its increasing revenues. ' ' What is the use of talking about 
cheap transportation when such a gigantic monopoly, created and 
perpetuated by the Government, has the whole carrying ti'ade across 
the continent ? (^Applause.] It is idle for private capital to under- 
take to compete with it. 

The intersection of the two roads at the crossing of the 32d par- 
allel and 103d meridian would be at a point near the southeast corner 
of the Territory of New Mexico, and on almost a direct line between 
Vinita, the present terminus of the Atlantic and Pacific RaOroad, and 
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the town of El Paso on the Eio G-t mde It woold be about 600 miles 
from its present terminus 200 miles more would bring it to Fort 
BUss, on the Eio Grande 

It is considered, however, thit the best line for the Atlantic & 
Pacific Railroad would be to cio^s the Canadian river at old Fort Ar- 
buckle, and the lied river it the mouth of Big Washita, thence along 
the Washita, on the divide east of that river, to the most northerly 
bend of the Brazoa, and down the Brazos to a connection with the 
Texas & Pacific Railway, just south ot theDoubleForfc of that stream. 
Such a road would give &t Loma a connection with San Diego at a 
distance of 2,029 miles, and to San Francisco 2,391 miles. 

Two hundred and ninety-nine miles of the Texas & Pacific Railway 
have been examined and received by Commissioners appointed by 
the Govermnent, and ftom Fort Worth westward the route of this 
road, on the 32d parallel, has been surveyed with great care, and the 
elevations and grades ascertained. The divide of the continent in 
the Sierra Nevada range is 4,893 feet on grades not exceeding 66 feet 
to the mile, and the total length of grades between 80 and 105 feet 
wOl not exceed 45 miles. The highest elevation on the whole road is 
5,027 feet at the Hueca Pass, in Ilueea Mountains, just east of El 
Paso. The highest elevation on the Union Pacific is 8,235 feet, and 
on the Central Pacific, at the crossing of Sierra Nevada Mountains, 
7,042 feet. These greatest elevations, occurring so far south as the 
32d parallel, insure the road from obstructions hy snow at all seasons 
of the year. 

Greneral Pope, who in 1853 belonged to the Board of Topographical 
Engineers, and made a survey of this route from Fulton to El Paso 
during that year, under the direction of the War Department, says : 

"The vast deserts between the valley of the Eio Grande and the 
frontiers of the Western States, contract to their least width along 
the belt of country between the 32d and 34th parallels of latitude ; the 
average distance over these vast desei-ts is reduced by less than one- 
half along a route where the extremes of heat and eold are absolutely 
unknown. ' ' 

After most of the surveys made in 1853 and 1854 under the direc- 
tion of the War Department, and after the Gadsden purchase, by 
which we acquired a portion of what is now Arizona, Lieutenant J. 
G. Park, of the Board of Topographical Engineers, made a minute 
survey of a route for a railroad from the valley of the Rio Grande, 
near E! Paso, to the Pacific Coast. He says, in his report made to 
the War Department in 1857 : 
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"Tbe route by the 32d pai-allel possesses decided advantages for the 
construction of a railroad from the Mi^issippi to the Pacific Ocean, 
hecftuse — 

" 1. It is the shortest by making it to San Diego. 

" 2. The climate is peculiarly tavorahle, there being no obstacles 
to parties working throughout the year, and no snows to embarraas 
the track. 

" 3. The elevations to be overcome arc the least," 

Now, Lieut, Park (who made, with the assistance of Engineer 
Campbell, under him at the lime, perhaps the most minute survey 
of any of those parties appointed by the United States from 1853 to 
1857 to make surveys of routes across the continent, beginning with 
the 32d parallel and ending with the 49th) says : 

"The most remarkable feature of this route is the extended ele- 
vated plain lying between the Eio Grande on the east, and the San 
Pedro, a tributary of the GUa, on the west. The greatest elevation 
by the survey of 1854 was about 5,000 feet, and by additional data 
obtained during the spring of 1855, this has been reduced. So that 
this table-land affords a route of transit from the waters of the At- 
lantic to those of the Pacific at an elevation not. exceeding 4,600 feet, 
the lowest yet determined between the pai-allels 32 and 49." 

To complete this route the line will extend beyond the Pimas vil- 
lages, down the loft bank of the Gila river to the crossing of the 
Colorado at Fort Yuma. It is upon this table-land tliat we find the 
remains of an early civilization, which show that they must at one 
time have supported a lai^e population. 

Subsequent surveys have served to confirm the report of Lieut. 
Park. 

But I shall not dwell upon the topographical advantages of this 
route ; that it is the shortest from ocean to ocean there is no doubt, 
and the distance from Mew York to San Diego is estimated to be 300 
miles shorter than the pi-esent route from that city to San Francisco, 

But it is in a commercial point of view that this route is preferable 
to all others. On its construction a rich and permanent market 
awaits the producers, manufacturers and traders of the whole coun- 
try. If we take Omaha as a starting-point on the present route 
across the continent, after leaving the valley of the Platte river there 
is no farming land on the line of that road for nearly 2,000 miles, 
until you have crossed the Sierra Nevadas and reach the plains of 
California, except it be the valley of the Salt Lake. 

On tiie Southern route, if we take Slu-eveport as a starting-point, 
the road will pass through the Empire State of the Southwest [|ap- 
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plause] — as rich iii agricultural resources as any portion of the eon- 
tincut — until it strikes the Staked Plains ; then, after crossing these 
plains and the Guadalupe and Hueea MountEunS, it reaches the fer- 
tile valley of the Eio Grande ; thence acro^ the table-lands of South- 
em Arizona to the head-waters of the GUa river, and down that 
stream to the crossing of the Colorado. A large portiou of tliat 
route is capable of sustaining a dense population, while on either 
side, through the Territories of New Mexico and Arizona, the moun- 
tains ai'e filled with the precious ores. On this road the commerce 
of the Northern States of the Republic of Mexico will find an outlet 
to the markets of the world and secure to us an immense trade, the 
greater portion of which is now divei'ted into other channels. 

While the construction of this road will immediately benefit the 
States ofTexas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missi^ppi and Tennessee, and 
more remotely, but not less surely, the whole country, by opening 
new avenues of trade and developing the agricultural and mineral 
resources of the great Southwest, and adding untold millions to the 
wealth of the nation, it gives what the whole country is equally inter- 
ested in — a competing hue of transportation. [Applause.] Compe- 
tition is stud to be the life of trade, and I may say that it is the very 
soul of cheap transportation. [Loud applause.] 

It was stated in a California paper that just after the defeat of the 
bill under consideration which was before the last Congress, the 
Union Pacific and Central Pacific Roads increased the fi-eight per car- 
load from San Francisco to Omaha as follows ; On flrst-class freight, 
fi-om 8650 to $1,200 ; on second-class freight, from tiOO to 81,000 ; 
on third-claas freight, from $380 to |800 ; on fourth-class freight, 
from $360 to $600. 

If this be true, and we know it may be true, for there is no com-' 
peting line to prevent it, we can see what an enormous tax upon the 
commerce and industries of the country may be imposed by this 
gigantic monopoly. It is, in fact, a tax upon the commerce of the 
world, because no man can form any idea of how much of the pro- 
ductions and manufactures of more than 200,000,000 of people will 
pass over this trans-continental highway. 

I have obtained from reliable sources the export and import tonnage 
between San Pranciseo and China and Japan from 1870 to the 1st of 
October, 1875, and I find that in 1874 it was nearly double that of 
1870. 

The Chicago Board of Trade was invited to send delegates to this 
Convention. They declined upon the same ground taken by the New 
York papers, that the times were too hard for the Government to 
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undertake any new obligations of this Idnd. [Derisive laughter.] 
"Wlien ttese two very economical cities, New York and Chiesigo 
[renewed laughter] , shall be less favored than they are now by the 
TTnion and Central Pacific Railroad monopolies, they will perhaps he 
more favorable to a competing line, 

The Union and Central Paciflc Railroad Companies and all their 
friend are opposed to this Convention, and they have made vigorous 
efforts to defeat its objects. The jiUa California, the organ of the 
Central Paciflc Efulroad Company, of the date of October 26th, eon- 
tains the following : 



Ex-Senator Wm. M. Gwin leaves San Francisco this morning in 
the dii'ector's special car, overland for Edchmond, Charleston and the 
principal centers of the South, and afterward Washington, to call 
aronnd him, for considtation, his old-time confreres in Congress, and 
to destroy and banish the unpatriotic heresy of an inflation paper 
money currency. The well-wishers of tiie Nation will hail with pleas- 
ure ttiis crusade of California's gi'eat old Democratic law-giver in 
behalf of a sound metallic basis for business and commercial pros- 
perity. It seems like an inspiration to see this celebrated man 
forsaldng the comforts of a lusurions home and a devoted family, 
going eastward to w£^e a war j^ainst an iiredeemable paper currency, 
and to warn his countrymen of the danger to their best interest and 
to implore them to rescue the national credit from impending danger. 
He goes East, we are informed, at the invitation of Grov. Stanford, 
and accompanies the rtwlroad party of Charles Crocker and family. 
When the flght comes on between the Southern Paciflc and Texas 
Paciflc, the old ex-Senator will be a valuable Mend in the court of his 
Southern fiiends to speak well of the cltums of Mr. Crocker and liia 
associates for the control of the western end of the new trans-conti- 
nental route. The railroad men will be seeming a valuable ally and 
aiding a national cause at the same time. 

Now, how many speeches Senator Gwin has made on the currency 
question at the South I have not heard, and what this " celebrated 
man who has forsaken the comforts of a luxurious home and a devoted 
family" has accomplished towards defeating the object of a South- 
ern Paciflc Railway [laughter] , or securing to the Central Pacific the 
control of the western end of it, is for the delegates from the Southern 
States to answer. [Applause.] I am informed that he has been 
through the South, but has not accomplished anything. [Loud 
applause.] 

The question of constitutional power on the part of Congress has 
been raised as an objection to the passage of this bill or any other 
of a similar character. It is, perhaps, never too late to raise a qiies- 
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tion of const itutioiial power. It is like a plea to the jurisdictioji — 
always in order. But sinee Mr. Calhoun declared that the Missis- 
sippi river was an inland sea, in order that the power of Congress 
might be invoked to improve it, our wisest and purest statesmen have 
found it net'essary, upon one pretest or other, to depart somewhat 
from this striet rule of interpretation, and to conclude that the pro- 
motion of the general welfare, the regulation of commerce between 
the States, and militaty iietessity, will require and justify the exer- 
cise of such powers. 

The subsidy granted to our distinguished fellow-citizen, James B. 
Eads, for opening the mouth of the Mississippi, that that stream may 
run unvexed to the sea, came under that provision which gives Con- 
gress power to regulate commerce, and the grants to the Union Paci- 
fic and the Central Pacific are the works of military necessity. 

Quartermaster Meigs, in Lis report to the Secretary of War on the 
Slst of January, 1873, estimates that the saving coat to the Govern- 
ment in the transportation of freight for the Giavemment, moved oa 
the line of the Union Pacific Railroad, would have been 16,507,282 85, 
or what is equivalent to a saving to the Government of 66 per cent, in 
tJie cost of transportation. 

The Military Committee of the House of Bepresentatives, in tlieir 
report of May 25, 1868, on General Sherman's letter to the Secretary 
of War, recommending Government aid to extend the Union Pacific 
Kaili-oad, Eastern Division, as a "military necessity" and a measure 
of pubhc economy, say that the cost of Government transportation 
for 1861, on the Union Pacific Railroad, Eastern Division, was $511,- 
908 24 ; that if the same supplies had been wagoned, the mails carried 
by sts^e, and the troops marched, the cost would have been |I,358,- 
291, showing a saving to the Government of $846,382 80 on that 
single line of ti'anaportation. 

A committee of the last Congress, reporting on the subject of this 
very biO under consideration, states that it costs the Grovcrnment 
annually $10,000,000 to maint^u an available force sufficient to pro- 
tect the lives and property of the white inhabitants of the country 
traversed by this fine of road. Can any one doubt but that the build- 
ing of this road will in a great measure settle our difficulties throughout 
that whole region of country? The facility with which troops and 
munitions of war can be carried from point to point, and the settle- 
ment of the country altmg the line of the road, will give security 
■against Indian depredations along the frontiers that we never had 
before. 
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I may aay in this connection, in regard to Gten. Sherman, gen- 
tlemen, as I have had occasion to mention his name, that I ha,ve just 
received a letter from him, which I will read, as it is short. He says : 

" I thank you for the courtesy of an invitation to take a seat in the 
Convention to be held to-day at the Temple at 11 o'clock A. M., in 
the interest of the Southern Pacific Railroad, and feeling a deep in- 
terest in the subject, I will endeavor to be present. ' ' [Loud applause, 
which was continued on the discovery tiiat Glen. Sherman was 
already seated ou the platform. On learning this fact. Col. Broadhead 
continued] : I knew, gentlemen, he would be here if he said bo 
[laughter and applause] , as he is fully in accord with you. 

We maintain that all works necessary to the public defence and to 
the improvement of internal commerce should be constructed by the 
national arm, and if the Grovernment can get some one else to do the 
work cheaper, and at the same time retain a control over it for the 
public good, it becomes a duty to do so, and that is just the case 
before us to-day. The construction of this road is a work of public 
necessity ; it will cost the Government nothing but the loan of its 
credit. It is called for by the highest considerations of public policy ; 
it is the shortest, cheapest and safest route across the continent ; it is 
the highway of the world's commerce ; it is demanded in the interest 
of cheap transportation by the whole country; it is demanded 
especially as an act of justice to the people of the southern half of 
the Confederacy, and in the same propoi-tion as it revives her pai'a- 
lyzed industries will it add to the national wealth. [Loud applause, ] 

It is, gentlemen, the highway across the continent ; it is the road 
to India ; it is the ti'ack of Columbus ; and along this highway will 
meet, after its construction, people of all nationalities and of all lan- 
guages belonging to the civilized world, and we may hope that the 
predominant influence of our own raee will be felt, and thus the light 
of Christian civilization, which is marching westward with the star of 
empire, and has already reached the shores of Asia, will continue its 
westwai'd march ui^til, having reached the seats of the earliest dvilizar 
tion, it shall have encircled the globe: [Loud applause.] 

I trast the action of this Oonveutioa will be earnest and harmo- 
nious, and if our efforts are successful we will have the consolation of 
knowing that we have added much to the sum of human happiness 
and eonti-ibuted laa^ely to the prosperity and glory of our common 
country. [Loud applause.] 

Now, gentlemen, in further organization of this Convention, I 
move that Gen. J. E. Anderson, of Richmond, Va., act as temporary 
Chairman of this Convention. 
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The cLueation was pat and the motion was earned. 

Col. Bkoadhead : Gen. Anderson will now please come forward 
and take the Chair. 

Gen. Anderson came upon the platform amid loud ap- 
plause, and on being introduced to the Convention by Col. 
Broadhead, spoke as follows : 

ADDRESS OF GEM. ANDERSON. 

Gentlemen op the Convention;^ — I thank you very eordiaHy for 
the honor yon have done me in calling me to the Chair. Since we 
have heard from Col. Broadhead the able and lueid explanation of the 
objects of thia Convention, I wonld deem it out of place for me to 
detain yon a moment longer from hearing the interesting speeches 
which we know wiU succeed the organization of thia body. [Ap- 
plause.] I must, however, gentlemen of the Convention, congi-atu- 
lafce you upon the many evidences we have of the harmony which is 
about to prevail in the proceedings of this Convention. [Applause.] 
It is a great work that we have to do. The building of a highway 
across the continent upon the Hue proposed is a measure not only of 
vast im.portance to the whole tier of Southern States, but of vast im.- 
portance to the growth and prosperity of the whole Union. [Loud 
applause,] Of vast importance, did I say? Why, the day is rap- 
idly coming when the building of this road will be a necessity to the 
interests of the country, 

GSentlemen of the Convention, upon the. main question which I 
fancy will clsnm our atteniion, the agreement upon the form of an ap- 
pUeation for Governmental aid to this work, I believe little if any 
diversity of opinion exists, and as to the details, I rely upon the 
spirit of patriotism, the spirit of fairness and practical good sense of 
the members of this body, and look for harmonious action [Loud 
applause.] 

I now, gentlemen of the Convention, call the Convention to oidei 
and announce the body ready to proceed in further oigani^ition 

TEMPORARY ORGANiZATiON. 

Mb. Palmek, of South Carolina; Mr. Chairman, for tlie piu^jose 
of fnrtlicr proceeding with the organization of this Convention, I 
move, sir, that a committee of one from each State be appointed 
by the respective delegations to act as a Committee on Organization. 
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Mk. Slatback, of St. Louis : I move to include the Territories, and 
to add that that committee also act upon credentiala. 

Several Delegates : No, no. 

Mr. Slatback: Then I will add that the Territories Ije included. 

Me. Palmbk; I accept it aa far as I am concerned as the mover of 
the resolution. 

, Mb. E. N. Hill, of Arkansas : Before that motion is put I desire 
to say that I do not tliink we have effected a temporary organization 
as yet. I think before the Committee on Organization is appointed 
we should have a temporary secretary also. In order to complete 
tins organization I move, sir, that a temporary secretary be elected. 

Me, Fillet, of St. Louis: Mr. Chairman, the Chairman of the 
Executive Committee was authorized by the Executive Committee to 
report temporary officers, including a secretary and assistant secre- 

Mb. Hill, of Arliansas : He has not done so, or I slioiild not have 
taken the floor. 

Me. Beoadhead : I beg pardon of the Convention for the omission. 
If the gentleman will withdraw his motion for a few moments I will 
announce the temporary secretaries. 

Mb. Hill : I withdraw it. 

Mb. Bboadheab ; I now move that Messrs. D. H. McAdam and 
L. L. Walbridge be appointed as temporary secretaries. 

The question was put and the motion carried. 

Me. Palmek: I now renew my motion for the appointment of a 
Committee on Permanent Organization. 

Mb. Filley, of St. Louis: Before this motion is put, it strikes me 
it is necessary to appoint a Committee on Credentials, and if the gen- 
tleman will temporally withdraw his motion, I will make a motion to 
appoint a committee of one from each State and each Territory on 
credentials, which I believe is the flrst business in order. 

Mtt. Palmek : I will give way for the time being. 

Mb. Jones : I think it is entirely out of order to appoint any com- 
mittees until the Convention is fully organized. 

Mk. Fillet, of St. Louis: I now renew my motion, Mr. Chairman, 
to appoint one delegate from each Slate and Territory as a Committee 
on Credentials. 



, Google 



J^ 



The Chaikhan: How shall this committee be appointod ? 

Mk. Fillet : By the Chair. 

Severai. Delegates : No, no. 

Mr. Fillet: By ea«h delegation. 

The CHAiuMiN : What is the motion? 

Mk, Fillet : My motion is that a Committee on Credentials be ap- 
pointed in the usual way. 

The CHAraMAN: The motion is tliat a Committee on Credentials be 
appointed by each delegation ; that one member from each delc^tion 
form that committee. 

The cLuestioQ was ptit and the motion was carried. 

A Delegate ; I name Mr. Bell for that committee. . 

Mr, Hodge, of Kentucky : Let the Secretary call the roll of States, 
and then tlie chairmen of the different State delegations will respond 
with the name of the delegate they wish to propose for that com- 
mittee. 

The roll of States was then called, which resulted in the 
announcement of tlie following Hamed gentlemen by the 
chairmen of the different delegations as members of the 
Committee on Credentials : 

ALABAMA-JOSEPH HODGSON, Missouri— D. P. ROWLAND, 

Arkansas— B. J. BROWN, Nebraska— J cdqe CONVERSE, 

California— WALLACE LEACH, New Jerset- JACOB W. CRAKE, 

Geokgia— P. M. B. YOUNG, New York— W. P. BROWH, 

ILLINOIS-GEORGE W. PARKER, North CahOLina- W, P. JOHNSTON, 

Indiana- 8. C. WILSON, Ohio— W. S. STREATOR, 

Iowa— W. J. K. BOYD, Pennsylvania— J. S. GRAHAM, 

Kansas- C. K. UOIjUDAY, So. Carolina— WM. P. McMASTERS, 

Kent trcKT— THOMAS L. JONES, Tennessek—N. E. ALLOW AT, 

Louisiana— J. 8. HARRIS, Texas— SAMUEL EVAK8. 

Michigan— J. D HAYES, Virginia— LLOYD J. BBALL, 

Minnesota- W. S. DAVIDSON, Wisconsin— Q. H, LARKIN, 

Mississirn- JOHN R. HICKS, NewMbxico- 8. P, ELKINS, 
District OP COLUMBH-SAMUEL S. SMOOT. 

Mr. Broadhead, of St. Lonis : I will now state to the members of 
the committee just appointed, that they can meet in the room at tlic 
rear of this hall, and I will further state that the Secretary of our 
Executive Committee lias a full list of all the delegates as far as 
they have reported, with their credentials, and if they will meet at the 
place designated, they can ti-ansact their businct^ in a few moments. 
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The Committee on Credentials then retired. 

WELCOMING ADDRESS BY MAYOR BRITTON. 
The Chaikman : Gl*ntleme,ii of the Convention, allow me to intro- 
duce to you Col. Jamea H. Britton, Mayor of the city of St. Louis, 
who will now address you. [Applause.] 

Mayor Britton then addressed the Convention as fol- 
lows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention: — On behalf of our city govern- 
meut and the whole body of our people, I welcome you to the city 
of St. Louis, and assure you that we appreciate fully the honor of 
your presence, and regard with, the profoundeat interest the object 
of your deliberations. This influential Convention, representative of 
all quarters of the Union, has assembled to consider a question of 
true national importance, but in which this city and State, together 
with the other cities and States of the Valley of the Mississippi, are 
peculiarly and vitally interested. It was not, however, in a sectional 
or selfish spirit that the city of St. Louis secured the assembling of 
this Convention here. We have no ambitions apart from the body of 
the Union, apart from the general prosperity of the whole country ; 
for whatever confidence we have — and it is both deep and strong — in 
the future of this city and State, it is based only on the progress and 
possibilities of the wonderful country God has given us for a com- 
mon heritage. Like all the people of the United States, we are 
animated by the restless energies of American civilization ; we are 
buildera and workers, and impatieut to develop the industiies of our 
people and the boundless natural r^ources that surround us. In all 
our plans and labors, however, we have felt one gi-eat and pressing 
need ; together with all the people of the South and West, we fee! 
the lack of one great element of growth, of one powerful implement 
of progress. Our own development is linked in ^vith the develop- 
ment of the continent, and neither is fully possible until this need is 
supplied. What is this imperative necessity that restrains, like a 
band of ii-on, the expanding energies of a great people, and that 
passes beyond the reach of private enterprise to accomplish? Gen- 
tlemen, it is expressed in the call for this Convention, and it will 
constitute the object of your deliberations. It is the constrnction of 
a trans-continental railroad, connecting us with the ports and com- 
merce of the Pacific, and at the same time so located as to develop 
the interior of the continent. It must, above all things, traverse those 
wide and ftnitful regions of the interior of the continent where settle- 
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ment tail follow it, planting oities and villages, aiid farms, where now 
are the wastes of unoccupied nature, and opening the doora for indus- 
trious millions to till the soil, work the mines and gather in the riches 
that have aw^ted for centuries the incoming of the Saxon race. 

The citizeta of St. Louis are not envious of the Northern railroad 
now existing ; we have no criticisms to make on this route or its use- 
fulness ; we only know that it is of little or no benefit to us— that it 
cannot aid in the development of the interior because it passes thi'ough 
a region where settlement and agriculture ai-e well nigh impossible. 
We are not disposed to criticise the past ; we have to do with the 
future only. We know that the need of the hour is a railroad through 
the arable lands and genial climate of the Southwest, and we know 
this was the route originally recommended by the Government engi- 
neers. We know that this was the need when the National Railroad 
Convention of 1849 assembled in this city, and in which many of the 
gentlemen now present participated, and we know that it is practically 
unsupplied this day. We know, also, that this need is not only felt 
by the people of this city and State, but by every State — by the whole 
population of this great valley of the Mississippi — and if our action ie 
as united as oui' wants and interests, it cannot Ml of success. It 
cannot fail, because our want is the want of tlie whole country; for, 
until the vast regions of the interior are developed and filled with pop- 
ulation, the destiny of the United States is unachiei ed 

In view of these facts, we hail the assembling of tlim Com ention 
here with enthusiasm and satisfaction, hoping most eamestlj that its 
influence and harmonious action will result finally m the accompUsh- 
ment of the great enterprise proposed. [Applause j We cannot 
believe that the National Government will ignoie the voice of a body 
like this, enforced as it will be by every consideration of patriotic hope 
and pride. We cannot believe that the influence of cor^iorations inimi- 
cal to this enterprise, nor the suggestions of selfish and sectional 
interests, can prevent a full understanding of the merits of the propo- 
sition by our whole people, nor defeat a just consideration by Congress 
of a project that concerns the welfare and development of the whole 
countiy. 

Gentlemen of the Convention, our citizens welcome you cordially 
to St. Louis, and tender you their warm^t hospitality. We regard 
this Convention as a historical episode, opening a new era of national 
development. We are proud of its occurrence here, and, confident of 
the result of its dehberations, a feeling of unusual satisfaction and 
pleasiu'e adds emphasis to the hcepitable spirit with which St. Louis 
always receives her visitors fi'om other States. [Loud applause.] 
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Mk, Cotuvf.kse, of Nebraska: 1 now renew the motion to appoint a 
Committee on Permanent Organization, 

The question was put and the motion was carried, 

INVITATION TO GEK. JOSEPH E. JOHNSTON, 
Mu. UftOADHEAD, of St. iiouis : I would siiggtat, Mr. Chairman, 
as Ren. Joseph E. Johnston is present in the Convention, that he be 
requested to take a seat upon the platform. fLood applause.} 

G-en. Johnston then came upon the platform and was 
welcomed by Gren. Sherman, the two shaking hands amid 
tumultaous applause. 

COMMITTEE OR PERMANENT ORGANIZATION. 

The Chaikjias : The Secretary will now call the roll of the States 

and Teii-itories, in order that the Chaii-man of each delegation may 

announce the names of the delegates for the Committee on Permanent 

Organization. 

The roll of States was called, and the following names 
were announced aa the Committee on Permanent Organiza- 
tion: 

AidBAMA— GEO. B. CLITHEEiLL, J!t[lHSOi;ni— E. H. NOETON, 
ArkaKSaS— EZRA H. HILL, Nbbeaska— J. M. BDDT, 

California— J, W. A. WEIGHT, Kew Mbxico— G. A. HAYWAliD, 

Georgia— L. N. WHITTLE, New Jersey— GEORGE I'ETERS, 

IrXiNOrS— WM. H. BAELOff, New TORK— W. 8ANF0RD, 

Indiana— R. J, BRIGHT, North Carolina— WM. JOHNSON, 

lOWA-JOHN E. BALDWIN, Onio-S. M. COVINGTON, 

KANSA8-H. CALDWKLL, Pknhsyzvanta— K. J. MOREHEAD, 

KbntUCIct-L. S. TRIMBLE, South CAnOLisA— WM. WALLACE, 

LOUIBIANA—WM. 8. HAVEN, TENNESSEE— THOMAS H. REEVES, 

MICHIGAN-J. D. HAXES, TEXA3-J. Q. CHGNOWETH, 

MiNHBSOTA— ALEX, ItAMSEY, VirGlnia-PITZHUGH LEE. 
Mississippi— ALEZ. WARNER, 

Mk. Leonard, of Louisiana: I move that Gen. G. T. Beauregard, 
of Louisiana, be invited to take a seat upon the platform. [Ap- 
plause.] 

FREE USE OF THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH. 

TiiK Chairman: I hold in my hand a commnni nation from tlie 
Superintendent of the "Western Union Telegraph Company, which I 
will request the Seei-etary to read to the Convention. 
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The Secretary read as follows : 

St. Louis, November 23, 1875. 
To the P^reaident of the Soxtthem. Paoiflo Railroad Convention : 
~Dbak Sir:— I have the honor to tender the free uae of the wii-es 
of the Weatern Union Telegraph Compaay for the family and social 
m.essages of the members of your Convention, and for the telegrams 
of your officers on the business of the Convention. 

R. C. Clowry, Sup't. 
A Delegate : I move that the communication be received mth 
the thanks of the Convention. 

The question was put and the motion was carried. 
mViTATIOK TO GEN. G. T. BEAUREGARD. 

Mk. Leonard, of Louisiana : I call for the motion that Gen. Beau- 
regard be invited to a seat upon the platform. 

The Chairman: A motion was made that Gen. Beauregard be 
invited to a seat upon the platform. 

The cLuestion was put and the motion was carried. 

The CiiAJitMAN: Gen. Beauregard will please take his seat upon 
the platform. 

MOTION FOR A RECESS. 

Mk. Fillet, of St. Louis : I move, Mr. Chairmau, in order to 
give time to the committees already appointed to prepare theu- reports, 
that the Convention take a recess for one hour, at which time the com- 
mittees will undoubtedly be prepared to report. 

SEVEKAi Delegates: No, no. 

G-EN. Lee, of Virginia: Tell us where the Committee on Perma- 
nent Organization is to meet, j 

The Chairman: The Chair is desired to ask that the members, on 
rising and addressing the Chair, announce their names. I am also 
requested to state that the Committee on Permanent Organization 
wiU meet forthwith at the Southern Hotel, Parlor No. 5. 

Mr. . Barlow : I offer the following resolution, and desire to have 
it referi'ed to the Committee on PeiTnanent Organization. 

At this point Gen. Beauregard came forward and took 
his seat upon the platform amid applause. 
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INVITATION TO JEFFERSON DAVIS. 

Mb. Troible, of KentiicJty: I move, Mr. President, that the 
Hon. Jefferson Davis be requested to take a seat upon tlie platform. 

SKVEitAi. Delegates ; No, no. 

Me, GrAiiNBR, of Tennessee : Mr. President, a word in the interest 
of pea«e, harmony, patriotism and union. I rejoiced to see Gen. 
Sherman and Gen. Johnston walk up and shake hands, and now I 
trust that any Commanding General on either aide in the late war will 
he requested to take a seat upon the platform. I care not on which 
side he was engaged ; I take them all ia my heart, and I would he 
rejoiced to see them all come forward upon the platform, whether 
from the Worth, the South, the East or the West. I tlierefore move 
that the Commanding Generals on each side — I do not know their 
names, but all who are here^be requeatfid to talse seats upon the plat- 
form. I know that we should be glad to see them all come forward, 
not only the Hon, Jefferson Davis and Fitzhugh Lee, but also the 
Generals from the North, whoever Uiey may be. 

A Delegate : Mr. Chsurmau, I think this whole thing is begging 
the question. If a motion of this sort were to prevMl, there wouldn't 
be room enough on the platform to accommodate all the Generals here 
pi-esent. [Laughter and applause.] 

Me. Bkoadheav, of St. Louis : I move, for the purpose of en- 
abling the Committee on Permanent Organization to have time to 
dehberate, that this Convention now take a recess of one hour. 

A Delegate : I think it very neeeaaarj' that we liave a Committee 
on Resolutions. 

Mk. Trimble, of Kentucky; Mr, Chairman, I thinli I am entitled 
to the floor, and I wish to say a few words iu reference to the motion 
to invite the Hon. Jefferson Davis upon the platform. I differed with 
Mr. Davis upon the questions of the past, but I see distinguished 
men from all parts of the country have been invited to seats upon the 
platform, and I know of no one in the whole country who has done 
more within the list tew months to irou'se an interest tiom one end of 
the countiv to the othei tor the gieat tau'^e whn,b we are here 
asttemhled to piomote to daj —the openmg of the mouth of the 
Mississippi River and connecting us hy railroad with the Piciflc 
Ocean and the world I therefore advocate this motion with no pci 
Bonal feehna foi Mr Davis oi pol tical feehng but as an ict of 
justice nnd I hope that this Con^ cntion will baiubh all f< thng all 
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sectional feeling, wketlicr East, West, North or South, and invite 
every man who is interested in this cause, as we know Mr. Davis to 
be, as well as in the ox)emng of this river, to join with us in our delib- 
erations. I have nothing personal in the matter. I have done iny 
duty, and I submit the question to the Convention. 

Mb. Davis: Mr. Chairman — 

The Chairhak : The (Question is, shall Mi'. Davis be in\ited to a 
seat upon the platfonn? 

The question was put and the motion was carried. There 
were, however, several voices in the negative. 

Mk. Jefferson Davis : Mr. President, I intended to say to the 
Convention before ttiis motion was put, that for personal considera- 
tions I could not accept the kindness you have shown. I am Chair- 
fman of the Mississippi delegation ; my functions are to be performed 
off the platfonn, and I have no wish to take a place upon it ; but pity- 
ing the poor contemptible spiiit manifested by those wlio cried "no," 
I will tell them that if they had allowed me I should have declined 
\ the honor if it had been freely offered. [Applause.] 

RESOLUTION. 

Mk. Bi;rweij. : I offer the following resolution : 

Hefiolved, That the Committee on Permanent Organization report 

to the Convention a rule to govern in casting tlie vote whenever a 

scaled vote be called for. 

RECESS. 
Mr. BbtOADHBAD ; 1 insist on my motion that tlie Convention now 
take a recess for one hour. 

INVITATION TO VISIT THE HEW MERCHANTS' EXCHANGE. 
Me. Stanard, of St. Louis: Before that motion is put, Mr. 
Chairman, I wish to aay that it was hoped by the merchants of St. 
Louis that we would be able to entertain tliis Convention in the New 
Merchants' Exchange that is about being flnfehed, but circumstances 
over which the Executive Committee had no control preclude this 
possibility. We have a new Exchange that we ai'e proud of, and I 
am requested by the President and Du-ectors of the Merchants' Ex- 
change to present their compliments to this Convention, and ask that 
when this Convention take a i-eeess tliat they will in a body visit the 
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Merchants' Exchange, whic-h is ahont completed. It will take hut a 
few moments ; the Ilxehaiige is only two or three squai'es from here, 
and we should he delighted to have you pass thi'ough it and exam- 
ine it, 

A Delegate: I move, Mr. Chaiiman, that the invitation he 
accepted with the thanks of the Convention. 

The qnestion was put and the motion was carried. 
Me. Beoadhead : I now renew my motion for a recess for one 
hour. 

The qnesfcion was put and the motion was carried, and 
tliereupon the Convention took a recess for one hour. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The Convention re-assemhled at 2 o'eloclc P. M. 

l^B Chahuiam: The report from tlio Committee on Credentials 
will now he in order. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

Hon. Thomas L. Jones, of Keutucliy : I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, as their Chairman, to report the names received 
by them as delegates to this Convention. We find that twenty-flve 
States are here represented, with the neighboring Teiiitories, and 
with delegates from various Boards of Ti'ade, cities, etc. I am 
requested to say, when the list is read by the Secretary, if it is not 
entirely correct, the chairman of each delegation from each State is 
requested to eoiTect it. 

COMMUNICATIOHS. 

Mb. Beoadhead, of St. Louis : Before the hst is tead, I ask leave 
to submit a communication received from the Governor of Maine. 

To Gm. E. C, Pike : 

Yon ai-e hereby del^at«d as a representative of the State of Maine 
in the National Eailroad Convention, to be held in St. Louis, Missouri, 
on the 23d inst. Very respectfully youra, 

"Wii^ON DiNOtET, Governor. 
[ApphiiBe.] 
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Also a letter from Gen. Pike, whicli is dated Eaatport, Marae, Nov- 
ember 18, 1875, and addre^ed to the Chairman of the Committee of 
tlie National Railroad Convention, at St. Louis : 

Sir : — I enclose herewith a commission from Gov. Dingley to 
represent the State of Maine at your meeting. I have to regret ex- 
ceedingly my inability to be present. 1 am with you in spirit, and 
shall hope for definite action in the interest of the Southern road. 
Very respectfully, 

E. C. Pike. 
[Applause.] , , 

This has been received since the appointment of the Committee on 
Credentials, and I therefore felt it my duty to annouace it. 

LIST OF DELEGATES. 

The Secretary then began the reading of the list of dele- 
gates reported 'by the Committee on Credentials, as follows: 



ALABAMA. 

'. G. MoMo I PILLONS.K... 

HODGSON, JOSEPH " 



BOYLE, nr.G... 



ARIZONA. 
I CUKTIS, C.( 



ARKANSAS. 



BROWN, B.J VanBnren. 

COU8TON, C. H 

CUKRT, A. P Little Book 

DOSWELL, FRANKLIN. FayetteTllle, 

EAKIN, JNO.B.. .....LitUeKoEk, 

HARRELL, JNO. M FayatteTUlB. 

HILL, E. H Little Book. 

HILL. TIKA Camden. 

HOUDLBTTB, W, a 



MCDOWELL, J W 
PBTTIGBEW.J E 
PIEKCE, C. W 
TEEZEVAKT, J T JB 
TEEZEVANT, J T , Sc 
VALIANT, GEO W 
WICDER, M. 8 
WOOTEN. JAS H 



Litne Rock 
JockBoniiOFC, 
Payett«riIlQ. 



FELSENIIELD, DAVID... 

GRAHAM, GEO. C 

LEACH, WALLACE 



CALIFORNIA. 



I STEARS'S, JOHN 
WILSON', L.B 
WRIGHT, J. W A 



DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
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ADAIB, GEO. W 


'^*>«°*'^- 


ANDEKSON, EDWARD. 

ASDBRSON.E. C 

ARNOLD. K.W 




BAERBTT.W. H 

BASSET,S. J 


'.....CoiunibUB. 








BKOWN,J.S. 






















FINLfniW.ff.,.. 


....Gainesville. 








HAMMOCK. C.C 


Atlanta. 


HOGE.E.F 


... Columbus! 
ILLI 


BAJLEY, J M 


Effingham. 


BLACKBTONB, J. P 


Chicago. 


BUCE, E. B 

CABLE, PL 


Charleston. 


OAKTEE.T.J 


SpilDgfield. 






QU.LBSPIE, JOSEPH... 






HAR1»1«.C 


Monmouth 



HOWEIL E P 
HOWELL W H 
HU^TEE JAMES 
JACK ON HENRY 
JEMISON SAMLH 
JOH"JSON D T 
JOHNSTON JOS E 
JOHNSON J L 
JOH^bTO"^ WM B 
LOFTON W A 
MATHE1V80N J O 
MoGUIEE JOHNT 



MUEPHY S (. 
NDTTTNG C A 
OBB4K (jEO S 
EOSt C L 
SAUSSY J R. 
TATUM R H 
THOMPSON W T 
TIFT NELSON 
TBAMMELL TV T 
TURFIN t.EO B 
WH TTLE L N 
WEIUHT H G 
TOOVf P M B 
YOl li R M 



JAME 
LAIED J P 

lisnal.ee D J 

MHiLFB B 
OBKEI.^ JOHNH 
FARKER CE W 
REl DlHtU H (j. 



SHIKLBY ■ft 
TATLOE S 9 
WALCOTT t. 

WALKER, J M. 



rharleBtown 



ALW iED E S 
ANDREWS L N 
BEACH JOHNS 
BEESOX W H H 
BESNETT B 
BIED 
BEACl. O B 
BRIC HT R. J 
BEO"n N JE<!^E T 



1 il 



llilL 



CARPENTER WILLAEI 
CLAY POOL E F 
DURHAM CEO F C 

DURHAM W H 
EStLE tiEO B Jr. 
FINK ECDOLPH 
FULLEELOVE T J 
HANNA B W 
HOArLi>D PLDSET 
HOt rj> -v M 
HURLEi M M 
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INDIANA— 


Continued 




IVE-q J O 




R0BIN60\ H H 




KJRK JOHN 




RU3H FBBD P 








•BBXTON LEOMDAI 




McCain t H B 


Crawfordanlle 


bHERMAN M G 


Miohisau City 


McCONNELL CEO W 






CrawftrdBTllle 






&TILZ J GEO 




MCKEEN R W 


TeireHaale 


TATLOB H M 


New Albany 


MORGAN W H 


Ciawtordflville 










VOORHEES D W 




MITCHELI BOBT 




WILSO\ L B 


Cam /ordeville 


PIERCE W 5 


Inilianiii oils 


WILSOV S C 




ROACHE A L 




W RIOHT GEO B 






IOWA 




A>Dl,I{SOX A C 








BALDllIN T 1 




HVTTON T 


Burlm^ton 


BALLINGALL P (, 






PrnuieCtj 


BOYlhS J K 




MERRELL S 








PRICE H 


Teup rt 


GRIVSFLI- B 


GimnoU 






HiMMOVU J W 


KENT 


UCKY 


"""" 


AlB WM N 




JONES T L 


Newport 


BUL.LOCI1. E I 


Colnmbna 






BAKBOUR J\0 M 


Louiavilla 


KEARNY JNO WATTS 




BELKNAP n a 








BEBRl 4lLBERT« 


Ne>port 


LEWIS J FLOYD 


Newp rt 


BOYLE JOHN 


Louixvllle 


LONG CHAS R 


L n By He 






LONG JNO L 




BEADLEi T\MB'! 


LouisvUle 


LOOK 8VMLJ 




BRADbHAW W V 


Pidiicah 




Pndncfth 






MILLS R E 


LORlBTllle 


BULTBUl. CLTHBAL 




MILLER JNO A. 




BUEMJTl HENKT 


Padueah 


MORRIS GEO W 






Xrfinisville 


MORTON A.M 




CARPENTER M T 


Shelbyyille 


NEIL JVS L 


HanodBborg 


CHILTON K H 








CRUTCHE JAMES 


HewCasiIe 


O'B INNON JAS 


Eminem^ 


CASEY J B 


Covington 


PRESTON WM 


Lexii gton 




LltGldeld 


PETERS ARTHUR. 


LonisvillB 


DESHMUn JOHN 


BarliouiEYille 


RICE J M 


Louisa 






SAY>.E E D 


Lexington 


DULA^FY W H 


LOIHBFllle 


SCOTT HORACE 


LonisvillB 










POX 1 T 




SCHW \ET7 THEO 




GIBSON WILEUE 








GEE]!,NE F iS 




SMITH MILTON 




HALL W C 




SWEE-^Ei 


Oweneboru 


HAMim'ON W B 




SMITH Z T 








8TANDF0RD E D 


Loiiievllle 


HAIS RBEB\ 




STUCKETi HARRY 






BowUi s Green 


TATLOR W T 




HATb THOH H 




THOMPSOls GEO C 








lEIMBLB L a 




HARLAN J M 








HODGE GEO B 


Newport 


WILGU8 J B 


Le»lngtoQ 






WILSON 1. B 


Luniavil e 


JEFFERSON T L 






Lexmglcn 


JONEb GEORGE W 




WOOLPOLK R H 


LonisTille 
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CALDWBa,!,, A. Leaveuworlh 

CRAWFORD. GEO. A Fort Soott 

DENTOK, HENET 



ELLIOTT, L. R Manhattan 

GILLESPIE, GEO.W Atchison 

GOODLASDER. C, W Fort Scott 

HALLIDAT, C. K Topeka 

HARRIS, A. A Fort Scott 

ISSLBY, M. H Leavenworth 

Mcdonald, B. p FortSnott 

MCFORD, JAS. S " '■ 



MOKLBT CHAS 

PRICE TNO M 
EICHAEDS JOHSF 
RIPPEY W D 
SEARLE E H C 
SMITH JACOB 

SMITH T 
TWOKER W F 
WEBSTER J M 



Mapleton 
Tope La 



BARBBTT.W.B New Orleajia . 

BEAUEEGARD. G. T ■' 

BELL, DR 

BOARMAN. A Shreveport, 

CUMMING8, P. W. H 

BGAN, W. B 

FLANDERS, B.r. 

HAVEN, W. S Slu'eveport 

S,J.S Vidalia, 

r NewOrieans. 

HORAN. J. J Shreyaport. 

JOYCE, W.M 

KBSNAEtD. J. H NewOrieans. 



..Shreveport. 



KGNNJIDY, HUGH... 

LEONARD. A.H 

LOOSEY, R, F. 

NASH. WM. F 

NEWMAN, W. H 

PEGRAM.J. W 

EANLE-rr, E. L New Ocleans. 

SEGAR A.B 

SIMMS. B.B NewOi-kans. 

SMITH, GEO, L 

STOnTMETBR. J.N New Orieana. 

WALLINGTON, W. M 

WTLIB, W. D Shreseport, 



MARYLAND, 



PBBSBERY, GEO. G... 



MICHIGAN. 



..Grand Huven. 



MINNESOTA. 
St. raul. ! KAMSEV, S 



MISSISSIPPI. 



DAVIS, JEFFEESON ViokBbur 

FUHLON'G, CriAS E 

HARDY.GEO T 

EABRIS, N. H 

HICK8,J0HNR 



MAHSHALL, C K 
MARTIN, W. T 
RICHARDSON,!. D 
ailLLIVAN, ,IA'< H 
WALWORTH E F 
WARNER, ALEXANDLR 
YOUKG, UPTON M 



ALLEN, TH09 St. Lonlfl. 

ABTHUE,W B 

ARMSTRONG, D. H. " 

AKERS, THOS. P " 

ALLISON, WM.R... 
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ASHBROOK L M '"t Louis 
ASHBBOOK L L 

ATTATWAT H Laclede 

BltOADHEAD JAMES O 9t Louis 







BRITTON J H 








BKOWN B tBAT7 




BAJtTHOIOW T T 








BPNT SILAS 




BEtTEEE T 




BI'JHOP E B 




B YRET W C 


Warsaw 






EOTD J H 




BLTHOT.E J M 


ChorleBlon 


BECAiSB V 


St Charlee 




Lebanon 


m iWS B H 




CULUBR M DWIbHT 


8t LnniB 


CAEEUL E G 




COLE NATHAN 




I3UEMENTS J T 




COLEMAN N J 




CASK, WALTER C 




CAHOON B B 




CAUTEB WM 




CAFPE D A H 


CatthRge 


CHOUTEAU CHAS F 




CASE A 




COFFMAN D M 




CRAIG JAMES 




CAEPEKTEK DAMS 




DAENZBB CARL 




DTER,D P 




DAVIS L H 




DAVIS I P 




DAVIS rCLTOH 




DAWSON L 


Jeflarao i City 


DEAL H J 




DAWSON V M 




DALTON W F 


Webster Co 


DAENZER H P 




DICKbT SAMUEL 


WebaierCo 


ELLIOTT J S 


BoODYllle 


EDWARDS A H 


SC Charles 


ELIOT W G 


St LODIB 


ENO GU8TAVDS 




BVANS J 8 




FLAD H^NRT 


St Louis 


FOSTER, EMORY S 




PILLEi CHAm.CEYI 




FILLER J M 




EABRAR L B 


Webster Co 


raosT D M 


St LoDia 



FH.LEY, GILES F St. Lonia, 

CILKBSON, J. M. 

GIBSON, CHAKLBS " 

GAERISON.A. E 

GILL. J C LeEoy. 

GREGORY, JAMES A St. Louis. 

GUITAR. O.... Columbia. - 

GIBSON, WUuBEE 

GRISWOLD W. D.. St. Lonls. 

HARRISON, EDWIN 

HENDERSON, JOHN B 

STILSON 

SAMUEL " 

I,N. C 

HOUSER.D M 

HOWAEU.W P " 

HALE. J. P Carcollton. 

HALL, W. A HnnlsTllle. 

HALL, W. P 9t Josoph. 

HAMILTON. W St, Louis. 

HARDING, H.H Carthage. 

HOOFER, N R Lebanon. 

HOCKADAY JOHNH Fnlton. 

HARRISON, B.B Lebanon. 

H08KINSON, J Kingston. 

HARRISON. W.F Hannibal. 

HAVENS. H.E 

HYDE, J. B Princeton. 

TTir.ARTi JOHNT Sedalia. 

HENRY. JOHNW Macon. 

HESS. C. P " 

IVEY, J LBbanon. 

ITTNEB ANTHONY St. Lonia. 

JONES, r. A Macon. 

JOHNSTON, G.B St. Chftrlaa. 

JAMESON. E. W .Webstar County. 

JOHNSON, W. P.... Osceola. 

JOHNSON. W.S 

JONES. GEO. W 

JAYNES, A.D Sedalia. 

KLINGEE, G A .St. Charles. 

KELLY. W.C 

KENNEDY, D.C 

KNAFF. GEO St. Louis. 

KATTE, WALTER " 

LAFI,1N. S.H 

LIPMAN,M. J 

LACKLAND, H. C Bt. Charles. 

LAWEENCE. JUDGE 

LINESDY, J. W 

LAMAN, J. G Lebanon. 

LAWSON, FRANK 

LEMLEY, J G 

LA DUE, JOSHUA Clinton. 

MoDEAEMON,r. P St. Char las. 

MOORE, J T Laclofle County, 

MEYEH,J. F St Loois. 

MOORB. F. W Webster County. 
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McELHANET, B. L 

MOORE. J. T. 

MITCHBIX, TOBIAS 

MALCOMB, D. W 

MUDD, HENRTT St. Lonis. 

MAUDE, JOHNB 

MaOADAM. D H " 

MOULTOS.J. B 

MACHEN8, HE St. Charles. 

MCAFEE, BEKJ. F Springfield, 

NOKTON.E.H Platte City. 

NEWTON JOB 

O'BRIEN, J. L IBoonTllle. 

ON8TATT, J. H SpringflpM. 

O'NBIL, J St Louifl. 

OVERSTOLZ, HE.NBT 

PHIPPS, ALEX Moberly. 

PARAMORE, J. W St. Louie 

FABEB.K. B St. Charles. 

PAKICEB, TBOMAB 

PHELPS, JOHNS Sprlngfleltl- 

POWELL. W.J 

PHELAS, M. H St. LoniB. 

ROBINSON, W. P Sednlla. 

ROWLAND, D.P St. LouiB, 

RELF, W, 8 Fotosl. 



ROWE, 6 



BD8H, J. L WebBter County , 

RICKEY, JOS. K Pulton. 

SCUDDER, W. H St.Lonia. 

i,L.R " 



BTANARD.E.O., 

SAMUEL. WEB. M.... 

SCHUKZ.CAEI. 

SHARP, F. C 



ST0RGEOS. I. H. 
SELLS, MILES... 
SUiYBACK. A. W 



OHAUNCTF. St Lools, 

SBNTER, W. M 

SHAW, J. 8 St. Cliarlea. 

SDTPEN, P A Louisiana. 

SHIELDS, W Sttonls. 

SEAT, E. A Eolla. 

STOKTS C.H " 

STANLEY THEODORE. ...Pleasant Hill. 

W.P Columbia. 

, J. L Booniille. 

SMITH, WM Webster Connty. 

SMITH. W. P. 

SPAUNHORST, H. J. St. Louis, 

ST. GEM. GUSTAVnS ....Ste. GenetievO. 

TAGGABD. T. G BentOQ. 

TAYLOE.M. P Chai-leaton. 

TUBPIN, E.L 

TALMAGE, A, A St. Louis. 

TANSEY.R, P 

TODD, ALBERT 

TAYLOR, DAN'LG 

TEACr. J.L " 

TIBBS, JOHNS Miwon. 

VANHORN.R T Kansas City. 

VANFRANK,P. R Oape Glrai'deau. 

TAUGH, J H 

WILLIAMS. W.r Macon. 

WRIGHT P.M " 

WILSON, H G AllentOQ, 

WALLACE, C Lebanon. 

WILKINS,W.T St. Louis. 

WILKERSON. J, M 

WALLIvGTOS",W. M 

,JOHSW LejiingtOtt. 






WARMOUTH, J. S 

WETMORE, H.A 

WILLIAMS, JOHSE Fulton. 

WATBttHOUSE, 8YLTESTBE..flt,Lonls. 

WOKDEN, J. D. Moberlr. 

WILLIAMS, A. J Macon. 

YEATMAN, JAMES B St Louis. 

YOOKG, J. T Moberly. 



r MERCER JR 
( JAMES 
CRAKE JACOB W 
GEEES EDWARD 1 
HARRISON TOHNT) 
KILBURV I'lAAl B 



NAAE, JOS. L 

PETEES, GEORGE 

RUSHING, JAMasr.. 

STEWART, JOHNH... 
VliOOM, G. D W 



CONVERSE J » 
FUESASS E W 



NEBRASKA. 

Lincoln I LETT, H C 

WHEELER, D.H.... 
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GEAIiSGEE, J 1 



ECKLE8. 8 H. 
EKFDKT A O, 
FKASZ, E I).. 



miAKCIS, JAMES 

GKODM, WALLACE.... 
GKISWOLTl.JOHND... 
IHLDEETn.D.M 



NORTH CAROLINA. 
I JOHNSON, WILLIAM... 



NEW MEXICO. 



HACKKEY, A.B Sl'TOl 

HATEa, A. H 

HATES, MAKTINB Grant Ci 



NEW YORK, 



IIUKTIKGTON, CHAS I 

MAEQUAND, H. G 

OFDYKE, CHA8. W 

SANTO KD, WATSON.... 
SBLIGMAN, DBWITT J. 



ANDEEWS, C. H Toniigalown. 

AMES, GEO, I> 

EARKEE, J Sandnsky. 

BACKUS, A. L Toledo. 

BONKBLL, H ToiinsBtoivn. 



N, M. V 



BISbBLL, : 

BEAnLEY, CHARLES 

BUCKEYI.EB, J. L 

BUTLER.C. p. L 

BROOK, D.W 

3JE RUIN, THOMAS 

BISHOP, R.M Cluoinnati. 

CORNELL, A, Bi YoungBkiwll. 

COVINGiTON, S. r CinuinuaU. 

DAVIS, S. 8,. 
DANIEL, Q.. 
DICKINSON, 

DODGE, O.J 

DEVENNEY, L Cincinnati, 

ELY, GEO. H 



... Sandusky. 



1,A... 



GLENN, J.M. 

GLENN, 8 

GRAY,D.8 

HALL,J. S 

HUDSON, J. H 

HOLLOWAY.CM... 

HEETMAN.J.D 

JJ,N.M 



..Cincii 



INOALLS, M G Cincinnati. 

JONES, J. P Toledo. 

JONES, G.W Cinelnoati. 

JOHNSON, G.W C " 

K[JPPAET,J, H. 



LEHMER, J. D Cincinnati. 

L0.i8,J,H 

MATHEWS,, STANLEY 

MATHER, S.L,. 

Mj1.KX,G .Toleflo, 

MITHOFF, 

MINOR, J E Sanaueky, 

NEDBENT, S. G Toledo, 

0SB0BN,W.M: Yonngslown. 

OTIS, C. A 

PFAFF, C, T 

SHOEMAIiER, M. Toledo. 

SPECK, C,B Yonngfltown. 

SEEMAN, G. , Cincinnati. 

STEBATER, W, 8 

SESSIONS, F.C 

STDDEE, J H 

THOMAS, O, W.. Olooinnati- 

THOMAS, SAMUEL 

WALBKIDOB, U. S Toledo. 

WALES, CT. " 

WAGONEIi, C " 

WII-HELM, O, A WooBler. 

WISE, J, S Cinoinnati, 



PENNSYLVANIA. 



BEAXJER.T 

BEICKEl.L, D.E 

BIGHAM,T, J , 

CHALPAfJT, J.W 

COLKMAN.G D 
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MOIiEIIEAD.J.K 


Pittaburg. 






DBAVO.JOHNF 


Pittsburg. 
















ERRETT,E 
















FBITZ,D.J 





NOTES, A. 


























































GBAHAM.J.I.. ... 




SNOWDES, AL 


..Philadelphia. 


















HITNEE,D.O 
















HUTCHINSON, J. N. . 
HOOEES.E 
























































SCHOONMAKER, J. N 


.< 


















WETHERELL, J. P 




















KENSEDT.B.C 


WOOD, J 






KOXJNTZ, W J 

KIROBB.J.K 


PittBbnrg, 


WKIGnT,J. A 






momiciiael,m: 


.. . PMiadBlphia. 


■WELSH, H D 








^ 












SOUTH CAROLINA. 








DAVANT J C 










Columbui 








MOMA'-TEE F W 


SEIBLE.E.W 








PALMFI JOHNS 














TENNESSEE. 








ALLOW AY N E 


^afhville 


HENRi GU3TAVD& A 










ChattanoD^n 


JOHN&ON C M 








CALDWELL It. P 


Trenton 


T.4TTT4M T .T 


Memphis 






CLAIBOR"SE THOB 


Nashville 


LOWE S [I 








CLAPF J W 






Memphis 






COLE EDWIN W" 




PATON A A 








CKUSEMAN J P 




REITEE G W 








D4.YIS F S 


Memphis 


REEVES T H 


Jonesboro 






DOAKH M 


OlarkBvilla 


yATTEEWHITE J A 








EDMUNDSO'l B B 


Memphte 


bMTNDEER EOLFE 


Knoxville 






FLEMING JOHNM 


KhosTille 




Hemphla 






GABNElt JOHVr 


'.pringfleW 


SPENCE D H C 


Mnrtresboro 










THOMPtOK JACOB 


Memphis 






t.RACLi F P 




TOPP EOBEBTSON 








HEISS HE^fEl 


NashviUe 


WOOLF ADAM 


NasbvlUe 
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AI>AMS S J 


DtllSB 


ASDKBWb K B 


<^lve8toii 


ALEXANDEE J F 




BAhliR W E 


Houaton 






BHA&t, BRAXTON 


Galr Baton 






EABCOt.K W 


Pans 


B VLL A T 


Weatlierford 






BAEK El J E 


DallaB 






BLAsIUGAME W 


Shennan 




Louffview 


BROOthS J H 






Longview 


BINKLET C 


Grayson County 




LongTiew 


BLEDSOE JOE 


Grayson Conuty 


BEKLINA B 




BEES A H 




BEO\VN JOS H 




BLANCM-iED W B 


EL Paso 


BURROUOHb L K 


AusUn 


CAUDIS L 


El Paso 




Eairis Counts 


COCKRELL J V 


'ihein an 


ORAWFOPD W L 


Jefferflon 


CLOPTON A O 




ClLrARK W J 




CARltOLL V G 


LongTiew 


CABELL W L 


Dallia 


CHAPMAN R A. 




CLARKE J H 


riarl BVllle 


COCKRI LL JT 








CUI^bRS >N D B 


Jefferson 


CAUPBI'LL T J 




CBOWDUS J W 


DaJlaa 


COMUS T M 




CONNEK W C 




CHAPMAN A 




CALDWELL J T 








DURHAM M L 








DELASE-i W S 


l,olumbua 


DUVCAN J M. 


Longview 


DBXTBR ( EO J 




ELLIS L A 




EVANS 1AMDEL 




ESrES E r 




E-^AItTs JUDGE 


TC Worth 


ELLIS r E 




EPPE8MAN B H 


Teffoie n 


EROT H S 








riT/Hl H L H 


Aietn 



PHASER, A. B. Ft. Worth. 

FORT W. A. Waoo . 

FOREMAN, J. Piano. 



FlEI D, THOMAS Dallas. 

FOnLKBS,J.g Bryan City. 

rRANCIS,C. C .Bnat Ciierofeee. 

GIBBS, E Dallas. 

QKOVE, D E " 

GOOD, J, j' " 

GAINES, B. R Cinrkai'me. 

<,RAHA1H, Q. A. Farria County. 

GOODJOHN, Z.H 

GRACE, CD Bonham 

GEIBBLE, R. D. 

GBlBEIt.E, H. Dallaa. 

HARRISON, W. M Jefifeiaon. 

HAGUE, J. P 

HUGHES, W. E. Dallas. 

HTATT,H.C Jefferaon. 

HOLLAND, W. C Dallas . 

HANCOCK, J Auaan. 

HATlS,B.P Bonham. 

HAYS, J. B BlPaao. 

HOLMES, W. C Sherman. 

HUTCHDTS, W.J Houston. 

HAHRISON, T Waco. 

RFi A B FairiH County. 

JAMES, J'.... SanAntonio. 

Jf" Nl S, J. M -.LrongTiew. 

L,TE H, J Clarksville. 

lANE, W,P Marshall. 

LATIMER, A. K Clarksvi] le. 

LAN(,,W.W MarJhi. 

LYDAT, W. H Bonham, 

MCh. iT, A Mar.ihall. 

MARTIS,J.M Shermun. 



, . -Grimf 



MOBEEY, H. P MarBnnll. 

Mc\LPINE, W. K. Galveaton. 

McALPINB, D Qrlmej County . 

McKINNEY, S. A Denton, 

MAXEY, S. B Paria. 

MILLS, R Q Coraloana. 

MAGOFFIN, JOSEPH ElPaao. 

MONTROSE, H, L Tex.irkana. 

Mcl.OY,J Dallas. 

MOIRE, JOHNM. Corpus ChrlaU. 

OSPEN HAUSER, O Pilot Point. 

OBENCHAIN,A, T Dallas, 

PADDOCK, E.K. Ft. Worth, 



PEAKE, CM.,, 
PPilCJUNE.,,. 
REED,L,C 



RUSSELL, A. 
KAGLAND, I 
POSS C, L ,. 
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TEXAS— COKTINUKD. 



SCHLEICHER, G < 

8EAW>S,F. W 

SOEtEY, J ,,..'.. .G«1ti 

STE WABT, BESJ. F Loil| 

SWAIN, W.J Clark 

8ETET,B,B 

STEOALL.A.H Dallas. 

SESTOX,F. E Marsiiall. 

SCOTT, W.J 

SHANKON, W. E Weatliertord . 

STEIBBLDTG.O. K EC GtUHn 

SCHUI/TEB, F. A JafferBOn 

STBMMOH, J. W DftllaB. 

SWISLEB, JOSEPH M Austin 

SCEDQQS, J. B. Dallas. 

■ SWINDELLSjJ.H " 

SUMMER, F.W 

SCOTT, WM J Deniaoii. 

SCOTT, M.P Dallas. 

SHOBL,W.J " 

SIMPSO^f, J. B " 



TH0MPSON,R,V 


Dallas. 






TEBRrLT.,J C 


... rt. Worth. 


THBOCKUOBTON, J. W... 


.. McKlnney, 


TEMPLETON,J D, 


...Ft. Woith. 








THOMAS, W.G 


AUBtiQ. 


WALKEE, J.G 


Dallas 






WOODWAED.J.D 


DBDiflOn. 






WI'M.llllll.N, W 1. 










WEST, j:c 


Waco 


WAGLET,W.C 








WBIOHT.J.T 


Dallas. 


ZmPLEMAN. G. B 


Anatln 



^" J" B 
BBALL 3 LLOID 
BUEWELL W P 
CABELL H C 
COHEAJv J L 
CONBAD HiLMEs 
DAKIEL b M 
ELLIS, CHABLPS 



FIELD r (, 
HUNTER B 
HUBBABD B 



KENT LINDEN 
LFB FITZHl&H 
STEVBN"- FRAMaiX 



WISCONSIN. 
I LAEKIN,OH,iS. H... 



COBB, GEO. W 

Pending the reading of the foregoing list, a delegate 
moved that the further reading of the names of delegates 
be dispensed with, and the Secretary state the nnmber of 
delegates to which each State was entitled, as reported by 
the Committee on Ci'edentials. 

The question was put and the motion was carried, 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

TuE Chairman : A letter has been, received and handed to the Chair, 
from George H. Morgan, of Eingsboro, Tennessee. It is a long letter, 
and TviU not be read unless called for. 

Tirs President : 1 have aJao a commnnication from Charles C. 
Eozler, Mayor of Ste.- Genevieve, Missouri, appointing Gustaviis St. 
Gem, of that city, to represent him on this floor. 
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I liave also a commuiiicatioa from Juo. N. Dyer, Librarian of the 
Mercantile Library, which the Secretary will read. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Mebcantile Lierakt, ) 

St. Louis, November 23, 1875. i 
Col. James 0. Broadhead, Glwirman of the Executive Commiittee^ 
Southern JtaUroad Convention : 
Dbab Sir : — The delegates to the Southern EaUroad OonTention are 
respectfully invited to visit the rooms of the St. Louis Mercantile 
Library Association during their sojourn in the eity. They will find 
the reatling-room supplied with the daily newspapers from all sections 
of the country. 

Very respectfully, 

Jno. N. Dtee, Idbranan. 

Mk, Tbezevakt, of Ai-kansas : I move that the Secretari^ be al- 
lowed until to-morrow morning to prepare a corrected list of delegates, 
and they be further instructed to furnish to the chairmen of the dele- 
gations a list of the names reported by the committee, and that we 
now proceed, as the report has been adopted, to the permanent 
organization of the Convention. 

Mb. Slayback, of St. Louia; I claim that the gentleman is out of 
order. The Committee on Permanent Organization has not reported ; 
it has not had time ; besides, to-night the delegates will requii-e 
tokens of admission to the banquet, and as soon as possible it will be 
arranged to give them that recognition as well as other dvililies, 
which we hope they will enjoy. 

Mr. Teezevant: The gentleman, perhaps, misunderstands the ob- 
ject of my motion, which is, that instead of waiting for the count now 
being made as to the names of the delegates, that the Secretaries be 
allowed till to-morrow morning to make the announcement, so that if 
the Committee on Permanent Organization is prepared to report they 
can now proceed to do so. 

The Chairman : It is moved that the chiurman of each delegation 
be requested to furnish the Secretary a Hst of the delegation. Is that 
jorrect ? 

Mr. Trezevakt : No, sir ; that has been done, and the committee 
have made their report ; that report has been accepted. The Com- 
mittee on Credentials has made its report, and that has been accepted 
by the Convention, so that now the composition of the Convention is 
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— 69 — 

determined. Now, 1 wish to dispense with the further conaumption 
of time, so far as that work is concerned, in order that we may proceed 
to the organization of the Convention, as it is getting late. My mo- 
tion, therefore, is this : That the Secretaries be allowed till to-morrow 
morning to make a report to the Convention of the number of dele- 
gates present firom each State, and that they be requested to furnish 
to the chairman of the delegation from ea«h State a list of those ac- 
credited under the resolution of the Convention, and that we now pro- 
ceed to the permanent oi^anization and business of the Convention. 

Mr. Jo»fES, of Kentucky : The Secretary of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials is already in possession of the names of the delegates to this 
Convention from the different States and Territories, and if there is 
any want of accuracy in them they will be eorreeted. The States and 
Territories may be called, and the numbers ascertained at once of 
the different States and Territories which are entitled to badges as 
members of the Convention. They have already been furnished from 
most of the States and Territories, 

The Chaiuman: The Chair decides that time will Tje allowed to 
the Secretary, unless objection is made. 

Mr. Covington, of Ohio ; Mr. Chairman, I desire to present the 
report of the Committee on Permanent Organization. 

The Chairsian : The report will be read. 

The report was read as follows : 

President — Stanley Mathgws, of Ohio. 

2'^st Vice-President—WiLLiAM Pkeston, of Kentucky. 

iSecrelan?— -John M. Harreli., of Arkansas. 

Offidai Reporter — L. L. WALBaio&B, of Missouri. 

Sergea/nt-ai-Arma-—^, E. D. Couzins, of Missouri. 

The Chaieman: Gentlemen of the Convention, you have heard the 
names of the officers proposed by the Committee on Permanent 
Organization ; if no objection is made, the question will be put upon 
the election of all the officers named in that report. 

The cLuestion was put and the report was agreed to. 

Mr. Soussby, of Georgia: In all conventions which I have had the 
honor of attending, the votes have been according to the votes in 
Congress, and it seems to me if the Convention is going to change 
that rule and only have one vote from each State, it is possible we 
are infringing on a time-honored principle; I therefore move an 
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amendment to that report, that in the votes to "be taken in this Con- 
yention, the votes shall be east "by the chaii-man of each delegation, 
aecording to the number of representatives in Congress, of Senators 
and Repreaentatives. 

Mk, IIabrisos, of Texas : I wonld move to lay that motion On 
the table. 

The Chaiksias: The Chaij- is of the opinion that vrill carry the 
whole report "with it. 

Mr, ITareisok : Then I will mtbdraw the motion. 

The Peesidest : The qiiestiou now is on the adoption of the 
amendment. 

The question was put and the amendment was rejected. 

The President : The question now recui-s on the adoption of the 

report of the committee as fai- as the scaling of the vote is eoneemed. 

The question was put and the report was agreed to. 

The Chaiehian: The committee further report that this Conven- 
tion adopt the mles governing the House of Representatives in the 
Congi'ess of the United States ; are you ready for the question ? 

The question was put and that portion of the report was 
adopted. 

The Chairman : Judge Stanley Mathews, permanent Chairman, 
just elected by the Convention, Tvill please come npon the platform 
and take his seat. 

Mr. Mathews then came forward and took his seat as 
presiding officer of the Convention. 

The Chaieman : Gentlemen, I have the honor to present to you 
your permanent Pi'esidcnt, Judge Stanley Mathews. [Loud ap- 
plause.} 

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT MATHEWS. 

Gestlbmen of the Convention: — The sui-prise with which I heard 
the nomination and received the notice of my election as perma- 
nent Chairman of this Convention is so great that it deprives me of 
the power of making an adequate acknowledgment. It is with very 
profound gratitude that I receive this compliment. It is with the 
gi-eatest possible distrust in my fitness and ability to discharge rightly 
its duties, that I accept it. I am sure, gentlemen, that you wiU credit 
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me with sincerity when I say that I regfu'd it as the proudest honor of 
my hfe. [Loud applause.] For I recognize, gentlemen, in this 
Convention a body whose assembled weight and respectability, and 
title to consideration by the whole American population, sm-passes 
that of any in which I ever had the honor to paiiicipate. The names 
of men tiie most honored and influential in every State and quarter of 
the Union are enrolled in the list of membership, and I am sure that 
tlie well-considered and unanimous voice of this Convention, in favor 
of the great project which has assembled it, will not only be heard 
but felt in the success of the measure which it presents, [Applause.] 
I represent, gentlemen, in pai't, a city that has eridenced in this mat- 
ter its faith by its worlvs. It has been, and is now, in the process of 
investiug ten millions of doUai-s of its own money in a full belief in 
the success and prosperity of the Southern system of railroads. 
[Applause.] This day, through the States of Kentucky and Tennes- 
see, its engineers and employees iu-e busy making a great highway, in 
which it is the sole eoi'porator, to tap at Chattanooga the whole net- 
work of Southern railroads which is to find its natural outlet and its 
great success in the extension now proposed to the Padflc Ocean. 
Of course, gentlemen, there are differences of opinion there, as there 
always will be everywhere in regai-d to the expediency aud policy of 
every business enterprise ; but on various occasions and at different 
times the people of Cincinnati, in every mode in which they could 
express themselves, have reiterated their determination to see that 
enterprise accomplished, and unless this matter that is now in our 
charge is carried forwai'd to a successftd resiilt, their investment will 
not prove what it ought to be. 

But, gentlemen, I should be ashamed to advocate the construction 
of the Southwestern Railway to the Pacific Ocean, and particularly to 
invite and request the co-operation and aid of the General Govern- 
ment in its behalf, solely on the ground that my own city was pecu- 
niarily interested in that extension. It is not upon that ground, 
though that is my apol(^y and excuse for my presence here. There 
is a larger interest ; there is a broader interest, a deeper interest than 
that which attaches to any locality, and that is the interest of the whole. 
[Loud applause.] It is because I recognize in this enterprise the 
features of its nationality; because I beheve that it will not only 
prove advantageous to my section, and not only prove advantageous 
to the localities through which it will be actually constructed, but that 
it will shower and spread its blessings upon evei-y part of the United 
States, tliat I believe it ought to command the syuipatby and support 
and votes of aU. [Loud applause.} 
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As a mere Goveniineiit ciiterpidsc, I Lelieve, getttlemen, that it 
ought to be nndertfJtea. If it were right and fit and proper under 
any circumstances for the Government of the United States, in its 
own name and by its own agencies, and with its own money, to con- 
struct a great national highway merely in aid of its military arm, I 
think that the circumstances of the case would justify it in a necessary 
expenditure of money here. [Applause.] 

It is a well-established feet, as I find made the siibject of a report 
of a committee on that subject to the last House of Representatives, 
that the interest on the i-easonable cost of this entire enterprise does 
not amount to more than would be saved in the transportation of 
materials and supplies, and the furnishing of troo^w that are now sta- 
tioned along the route on wliich that road would pass. [Applause.] 

Then, gentlemen, if the Government itself, as a measure of its own, 
would be justified in being at the sole cost of this structure, there 
certainly is no harm in its co-operating and helping to the extent to 
which it will be asked. Upon principle, gentlemen, as a general 
rule, I think we would all agi-ee that Govermnent subsidies ought not 
to be gi-anted ; priina facie they ought to be withheld ; a strong case 
ought to be made to show an exception, but there is no rule in gov- 
ernment, in law, in pohtica or in society which does not admit and 
require exceptions. And it b because I believe that subsidies ought 
rarely to be granted that I advocate the aid that is required for the 
successful construction of this Texas and Pacific Railway ; because I 
believe the facts which are presented coiKtitute it a just and reasona- 
ble exception to the operation of such a rule. [Applause.] 

I believe another sufficient reason, gentlemen, is one that has been 
advei-ted to in the very able presentation of the subject by the chair- 
man of the local committee. Col, Broadhead, this morning — that it 
is required by a sound and healthy competition. 

Now, I sun in favor — as I suppose and beheve, gentlemen, that you 
all are — of building up, not tearing down ; and if the object simply 
was to create a competition, to establish a rivalry to the existing 
Pacific Railroad, that of itself would not be a sufficient reasonfor our 
action. And another reason would be that the Government ought 
not to enter into competition with itself; having tdready advanced 
largely to the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific, that it ought 
not to undertake the constraction of a competing line of railroad 
without a sufflcjent excuse. It has no interest as a Government in 
building an opposition to itself. But, gentlemen, the circumstances 
of the case as shown, point out the absolute necessity, to the existence 
of that sound and healtliy rivalry which is required for the pui-pose of 
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promoting the best interests which ai'e soiiglit to he obtained by an 
inter-railway eommumcation between the two oceans, that this, the 
last and longest deferred, ought to have been the first in construc- 
tion. [Applanse.] For these reasons, gentlemen, and for many 
othei-s which time does not permit detwl of, 1 am frank to say that I 
am cordially in sympathy with the object which lias called us 
together, I have no right to sjjeafc for any one else, but I believe 
the people among whom I was born and raised, and where it was my 
proud lot to have cast my destiny, iu-e also lai'gely in the same 
sympathy and state of mind. I beheve that the city of Cincinnati, 
asldng no special favora in regai-d to this matter, earnestly desires, 
for the sake of the whole country, that it may soon have the welcome 
news that the iron horse is lapping its parched tongue in the waves 
of the Pacific Ocean [applanse] ; for wherever there is a raih-oad 
that bears wealth and trade and commerce, from one section to the 
other, Cincinnati will find some way to tap it. [Applause.] 

Gentlemen, I crave your pardon for intruding upon you at tJiis 
time any of these remai'ks ; I knew not what else to say in answer 
and response to the call which I received to occupy this Chfur. I 
return my grateftil thanks, and trust that you will lend me your aid 
and co-operation in the effort to bring to a successful and harmonious 
conclusion the proceedings and deliberations which are now to take 
place. T am veiy much obliged to you, and will now announce to 
you that the Convention is ready to proceed with its further business. 

At the conclusion of Mr. Mathews' speech there were 
loud cries for Gen. Preston, of Kentucky. 

Gen, Preston, on taking the chair as Vice-President, 
amidst great applause, addressed the Convention as fol- 
lows : 

Gentlemen of the Convention : — I feel it due to acknowledge 
the honor you have done me by making me the Vice-President of the 
body assembled here to-day. I came from my home after a long 
retirement, induced to do so by the magnitude of the object 
which convokes you all, and to meet many faces that T have greeted 
with pleasure, because they are marked by momentous events of my 
life, 1 feel happy to say that you are here combined for a noble 
purpose, and to bring all that energy and power I know to belong 
to the gentlemen of the North who inaugurated arid fostered this 
enterprise, with that sincerity, candor and honesty that have maiked 
my associates of the South, [Applause] It is only by that com- 
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bination that we can succeed. We may indulge in platitudes on tiie 
subject of the necessity of progress, but we must know that the 
great routes which now so fortunately connect the waters of the 
Atlantic with the Pacifie Ocean, leave the South untouched. It is in 
tliat spirit that discei'ning and enterprising men have seen that all 
that territory has to be opened to commerce, and that our object is 
confined not by the jurisdictional lines of the United States, but 
stretches beyond our frontier, in order that the fuU tide of wealth 
, and commerce may pour north,ward through this valley of the Mis- 
sissippi. [Applause.] 

You talk about a trunk line, and you make it on the rough dia- 
gi'a m which we have before us, at the point indicated by the cars. 
Where does that trunk line lie ? And if, in the desultory remarks I 
make, I do not toUch upon gi-ound already occupied by the very 
able address of the Chaiiman of Ihe Convention, and also by lhe 
Chairman of the local committee that invited us here, I will ofler 
only an impression or two in acknowledgment of your call in legard 
to the purposes for which we are assembled. 

When we turn to that map, we see that even there, by some of 
those singular and mysterious laws, such as the chemist witnesses 
in the angles of crystallization — which, proceeding with a regularity 
that is inscrutable to human wisdom, yet propagate themselves in 
certain lines — that (he Southern statesmen and soldiers have never 
failed, as they pass towards Mexico, but have swept down all bar- 
riers, and have enlarged this empire liy their energy and enterprise 
until we gained vast territories and narrowed the ft'ontieis of 
Mexico. [Applause.] 

In the vicissitudes of my life I have passed, from day to day, on 
foot from Shveveport over that line westward to our frontier on the 
Rio Grande, and walked from day to day through the valleys of Mex- 
ico to the central city of that empire, I have stood at San Luis 
Potosi in the solitude of my march, which only lent, I think, more 
interest to my meditation. Aa Icame near- the great mines of the 
Real del Monte, near San Luis Potosi — the object of Gen. Taylor 
when he pushed his armies southward towards Buena Vista — when 1 
saw the mineral wealth that laid there untouched and under the 
clumsy management of Mexican machinery and Mexican direction, 
and thought of the power behind me, of the American mind, of the 
American inventiou, of the American patience and the American 
talent for organization, I did believe as faithfully as Benton, when 
he pointed westward for the East, that through this very point would 
spring a railway to Mexico that would bring us the trade of sixty 
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millions a year and ten miUions of people. [Applause.] And that 
is the power, sir, that the South holds in this Convention. [Groat 
applause.] It ia her herits^e from God, And that we come to offer, 
with all our aid, at the feet of this Convention, to swell the stream 
of your commerce and civilization, which is the true treasure of the 
country, not only to St. Louis, but Memphis, Now Orleans, Vicks- 
faurg, and even remote Kentucky and Virginia, assembled here to- 
day, and to let that fertilizing stream of wealth and commerce with 
augmented volume flow northwardly in its rightful direction, like the 
gulf stream, which, breaking by some mysterious law through the 
Isthmus of America, yet sweeps with its warm waters throagh icy 
northern seas, giving life and comfort to commerce, clothing with 
verdure mighty England, and diffusing wealth to the civilized world. 
[Applause.] 

Let us, then, make the iron river, more certain in its delivery than 
tbe treacherous waves of ocean. There is none of the wealth o1 
man that passes to the bottom of ihe deep in railway transportation, 
It has none of the accidents that belong to maritime commerce. 
The railway is a power controlled and regulated by man, and perfect- 
ly under the command of commerce as the steed that knows his rider. 
We can by our energy make that road ; and here, representing and 
associated with men whose names are historic— whose whole lives 
have shown that they have been true to their promises; men from 
those States most immediately affected by this vast enterprise — we 
come forward ia response to the call of gentlemen of the most 
enterprising minds of the North, to say, "Count on us. Our hearts 
want peace. We know no qualification of our word when it is given. 
[Applause.] We change no opinions. We are simple and poor, 
but industrious. We pay our portion of the taxes with a crop that 
constitutes seven-tenths of all of your export — seven times more than 
all the protected manufactures of the North. The cotton-fields of 
the South, though disturbed, are yet plentifully producing the moat 
gold-buying product of America." [Applause.] 

We are now trying to pay your taxes ; to bear the bui'den of the 
debt, and stand by the Government with the fidelitj' that has always 
marked the Southern charaeter ; and I here, in the face of these gentle- 
men assembled, say to gentlemen more familiar with Northern 
oi^aniisatious and Northern enterprises, that we come with sincere 
hearts to aid in the great work of conducting this magnificent enter- 
prise to sueceasfnl completion. [Applause.] 

If this combination were a clique or a ring, or a committee assem- 
bled at Washington, I would not be in it. [Applause,] But it 
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is here in the presence of representaiiYe men from thirty States 
that I joia with the Cliairman in saying that I feel happy to hear 
the assurances he gave from the great Stat« of Ohio, that onr 
neighbor would take the lead io this just and great enterprise, nntil 
hereafter, when men look around and see what we men were doing in 
this generation, whatever our faults may have been, or whatever our 
faults may be, they will see that we are yet true to our country, and 
that through our delegations id Congress, and our Senators, when 
you look for the most steadfast friends of the great Texas and 
Pncific Railroad, you may still count on the Southern States. 
[Applause.] 

I feel that I am trespassing too much on your iudolgence [cries, 
" Go on !"] in acknowledgment for which I have nothing more to 
say, except that with my delegation I shaU be here to co-operate in 
harmonious action towaids the great common end, so that when the 
after-ages shall ask what we have done, we can point to the Southern 
Railroad — for it is Southern- — and say, " We, men of the South, 
under many sorrows and disasters, at least have left this as a gene- 
rous legacy to the glorious commerceof America." [Loud applause.] 

Mr. Imj}Oi>es, of Virginia: I I'ise for the purpose of submitting a 
resolution, probably one as great in importance as any to be consid- 
ered. I move, sir, that a committee eonsistiug of two frcan each 
State be appointed by each State and Territory, to be designated by 
the delegations from the States and Tenitories, as a business com- 
mittee on resolutions. I indicate two fl'om each State and Territory, 
sir, because the essential business of this Convention will have to be 
considered by that committee, and the larger the committee, the 
greater weight and force its reconnmcndations will have in this body. 
I feel satisfied, sir, from the spirit that has been manifested here, that 
if a discreet selection is made — and I have no doubt it will be done — . 
by each delegation, that the report of that committee will caiTy such 
weight when it comes to this body that we shall be saved much time 
in its consideration, and it will be accepted as the voice of the body. 

Me. E. N. Hill: Before the motion is put I desire to state that I 
have an additional repoi-t from the Committee on Permanent Oi^aniza- 
tion. 

The Pkesident : The report will be read in advance of the motion, 

Mr. Hn-L : I present the names of the Vice-Pi-esidents aud Assist- 
ant Secretaries. 

Me. Smoot, of the District of Columbia ; Will the gentleman please 
turn his face this way and lift up his voice? [Laughter.] 



,y Google 



Me. Hiix : 1 have liad some little difflculty io gettiogthe ujimcs, as 
they were genei-ally put down in pencil and very hurriedlj'. If the 
delegates find any name is wrong I wiU eorreet it as soon as the cco-- 
reetion is made known to me. 

Mr. Hit) then read the report as follows : 

Alabama— Francis B. Clark, Eli S. Shorter, Thomas H. Spenc&, 
Joseph Hodgson, Vice-Presidents ; II. PiUous, Secretary, 

Arizona — Wm.. G-. Boyle, Vice-President and Assistant Secretaiy. 

Aekansas— John E. Ealdn, 'PTree F. Hill, J. T. Ti-ezevant, Sr., 
Vice-Presidents ; M. S. Wieder, Assistant Secretary. 

Califobnia — J. W, A. Wright, Vice-President; Assistant Secre- 
tary, no appointment. 

CoNNECTiCDT — -E. B. Goodsell, Vice-President and Assistant Secre- 
tary. 

Georgia — W. B. Johnson, J. O. Matthewson, Vice-Presidents; 
C. C. Hammond, Assistant Secretary. 

Illinois— Joseph Gillespie, T. J. Carter, W. T. Holliday, C. A. 
Eeecher, Vice-Presidents ; David J. Lonergan, Assistant Secretaiy. 

Indiana— E. S. Alward, Leonidas Sexton, Vice-Presidents ; E, F. 
Claypool, Assistant Secretary. 

Iowa — J. A. Williamson, J. W. Hammond, Vice-Presidents ; J. 
W. Hammond, Assistant Secretary. 

Kansas— A. Caldwell, Lem. T. Smith, G. A. Crawford, C. K. 
Haliiday, B. P. McDonald, Vice-Presidents ; E. B. Morris, Assistant 
Secretary. 

Eentuckt— Ex-Gov. Beriah Magofiin, J. W. Kearney, George B. 
Hodge, Vice-Presidents ; B. Smith, Assistant Secretaiy. 

Louisiana— Gen. P. T. G. Beauregard, G. L. Smith, Alex. Boar- 
man, J. H. Keunard, J. J. Horan, Vice-Presidents ; E. S. Eanlett, 
Assistant Secretary. 

Michigan — J. B. Hays, Gen. F, H. May, Vice-Presidents ; H. R. 
Boyle, Assistant Secretary. 

Minnesota— W. E. Marshall, Vice-President; W. F. Davidson, 
Assistant Secretary. 

Mississippi— N. H. Han'is, Chas. E. Fiu-long, W. T. Mai-tin, Ales. 
Warner, E. D. Richardson, Vice-Presidents ; J. H. Snllivan, Assist- 
ant Secretaiy. 

MissoTJEi— J. 0. Broadhead, W. P. Hall, E. T. Van Horn, W. P. 
Switzler, B. F. McAfee, Vice-Presidents ; D. II, MacAdam, Assistant 
Secretary. 
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Nebhaska— J. N. Converse, II. C. Lett, J. M. Eddy, Vice-Presi- 
dents ; D. H. AVlieelei', Assistant Secretaiy. 

Nevada — -George Turner, Viee-Pi-esident and Assistant Secretary. 

New York— W. P. Groom, J. J. Andereon, H. G. Marqriand, D. 
M. Hildreth, D. P. SeEgman, Vice-Presidents ; Assistant Secretary, 
no appointment. 

New Jersey— I. D. Han'ison, J. F. Rusling, J. D. W. Vroom, 
Vice-Pi'esidents ; James Buchanan, Assistant Secretary, 

New Mexico— M. S. Otero, G. A. Haywaa-d, A. C. Erfort, Vice- 
Presidents ; S. M. Eckles, Assistant Secretary. 

North Carolina — William Johnson, Columbns Mills, M. P. Pe- 
gi'am, Kobert Bridges, E. C Eades, Vice-Presidents ; Assistant Sec- 
retary, no appointment. 

Ohio — Guido JVIarx, C. W. Otis, G. W. Jones, Vice-Presidents ; 
A. W. Francisco, Assistant Secretaiy. 

Pensstlvania — ^D. J. MoiTell, C. M. McCarthy, A. L. Snowden, 
J. T. Wetherell, T. Beaver, Vice-Pi-esidents ; B. F. Jones, Assistant 
Secretaiy. 

South Carolina — Ex-Gov. Bnfus K. Scott, J. B. Palmer, William 
Wallace, F. W. McMasters, Vice-Presidents ; E. W. Tecfle, Assist- 
- ant Secretary.' 

Tennessee^E. W. Cole, Thomas Claiborn, J. M. Fleming, H. G. 
Smith, J. W. Clapp, Vice-Presidents ; H. M, Doafc, Assistant Secre- 
tary. 

Texas — T. B. Sexton, H. B. Andi'ews, S. J. Edwards, Vice-Presi- 
dents ; B. B. Paddock, Assistant Secretaiy. 

ViR&iNiA— E. W. HubbOTd, Franklin Stearns, J. L. Cochran, Vice- 
Presidents ; Chas. Ellis, Assistant Secretary. 

Wisconsin — Gteo. W. Cobb, Vice-President and Assistant Secre- 
tary. 

Wyomihg — Silas Reed, Vice-President and Assistant Secretary. 

District op CoimiBiA— S. S. Smoot,. Vice-President and Assistant 



Mr. HiLL: The resolution nnder which this was pi-esented was that 
each State should submit the names of not more than five Vice-Presi- 
dents and one Assistant S 



Ml". Labelen ; I believe Wisconsin is represented in this Convention, 
but I see no names on the list from that State. If in order, I move 
that my colleague, George W. Cobb, be put upon that list. 

Mr. Smoot, of the District of Columbia ; Mr. Chairman, the com- 
mittee has neglected to report any Vice-President from the place where 
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we have to go to get oni' legislation, namely, Washington City. I was 
a member of tlie committee, and hauded my name to the honorable 
Secretary at the meeting at the Southern Hotel, aud I represent the 
place where all the legislation is to come from to cany out the meas- 
ure we propose, and I don't propose to be omitted. [Laughter.] 

The Pkesident : I woukl suggest that any omission will be supplied 
by the delegations sending their names to the Seoretaiy of tlie Con- 
vention. 

Mk. Smoot ; Tlien I would lite to give my name to the Secretary of 
tiie Convention, I vnR do so for fear he may forget it. Samuel S. 
Smoot— S-m-oo-t, Smoot. [Laughter and applause.] 

Me. LaBODEN, of Virginia : 1 would lilie to inquire what has become 
of my motion ? 

The Pkesident : The Chair thinks it is proper that the report of 
the committee should be first disposed of before any motions are acted 
upon. The report has now been read ; what shall be done with it? 

A Delegate ; I move that it be adopted, and that any omissions 
in the names of Vice-Pi'esidcnts from different States be coiTected by 
the Secretary. 

The President : It is moved and seconded that the report of the 
Committee on Permanent Organization be adopted. 

The qaestion was put and the motion was carried. 

COMMITTEE OK RESOLUTIONS. 

The President ihc motion of the gentlemm horn Vh-ginia, Mr. 
Imboden, is now m iiler wluch is that the Contention proceed to 
appoint a Committee on Resolutions tonsisting of two from each 
delegation of the States and Teiiitories to be dL-ignated by them 
respectively. 

Mk. Smith, of Tennessee: I move to amend that resolution by 
providing that all resolutions oifered to this Convention shall be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Resolutions without debate. 

Mk. Imboden, of Vii^inia: Tliat is a substantiye proposition, and, 
with all respect to the gentleman, I thinli it should be adopted separ- 
ately from the one I offered. 

The President: The question is on the adoption of the motion 
of the gentleman from Virginia, to aijpomt a Business Committee on 
Resolutions in the mode designated. 
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Tiie question was put and the motion was agreed to. 

The Pkesidknt : It ia now moved, that ell resolutions offered to the 
Convention by individnal members he refeiTcd without debate to that 
committee. 

Me. MacAdam, of St. Lonis : I move, sir, to strike out the words 
"without debate." I take it tliat it is one of the puiposes for which 
we are here assembled — to diaouss propositions which are presented. 

A Delegate : I move to lay the amendment on the table. 

Anothee Delegate: Tlie words "without debate" is the best thing 
in it. 

The Pkesident ; It is moved and seconded that all resolutions 
offered by individual members be referred to the Committee on Beso- 
ItitionB without debate ; it is also moved to amend that by striking 
out the words "without debate." The question will be on the 
amendment. 

The question was put and the motion to strike out the 
words "without debate" was lost. 

The President : The question is now upon the original motion to 
refer all resolutions to the committee without debate. 

The question was put and the motion was carried. 

The Pbesident : The first business in order after the adoption of 
this motion is to execute it, and that Is to appoint the committee. 
For that purpose the Secretary of the Convention will call the roll of 
States and Territories ; the delegations, as they are called, will re- 
spond by naming two persons to act on that conunittee. 

The Secretary then proceeded to call the roll, and the 
following were announced as the Committee on Resolu- 
tions : 

Alabama — F. B. Clark, Thomas H. Price. 

Arizosa — ^W". G. Boyle. 

Akkansas — James R. Pettigrew, Frank T. Doswell. 

CAmroitNiA— J. W. A. Wright, D. Felsenheld. 

Georgia — Ed. C. Anderson, Geo. W. Adair. 

Illinois — J. M. Bailey, E. B. Buck. 

Indiasa — Kichard W. Thompson, M. L. Bundy. 

Iowa — J, A. WilUams, J. T. Baldwin. 
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Kansas — ^L. T. Smith, Geo. A. Crawford. 

Kentucky — ^E. D, Stanfovd, J. B. Bowman. 

Louisiana — -H. J. Hearsay, J. W. Stontemeyer. 

Michigan — W. E. Bowes, F. H. May. 

Minnesota — W. R. Mai-shall, Wm. F, Davidson. 

Mississippi — -E, D. Richardson, Upton M. Touog. 

Missouri — J. O. Broadhead, R. T. Van Horn. 

Nebraska — J. T. Converse, J. M. Eddy. 

Wevaija— George Turner. 

New Jersey — John H. Stewart, Ed. T. Green. 

New Mexico— R. S. Elliott, M. S. Otero. 

New York — John J. Anderson, H. G. Marqnand. 

North Carolina — C. Mills, William Johnson. 

Ohio— W, S. Streatcr, Jas, H. Laws. 

South Carolina — ^William Wallace, J. B. Blimmer. 

Tennessee — Jacob Palmer, Charles McGce. 

Texas— T. J. CampbeU, J. G. Walker. 
, Virginia— H. C. Cabell, R. W. Hunter. 

Wisconsin — C. H. Larkin, G*o. W. Cobb. 

The President : The Business Committee on Resolutions, as ordered 
by the reaolntion to that effect, is now constituted. If proper, they 
can withdraw for the purpose of preparing tlieir report. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr. Anderson, of Virginia: I move, when tliis Convention ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at 11 o'clock. 

Mr. Smoot, of Washington, D. C. : I move to amend the motion 
of my honorable friend by maldng it 10 o'clock instead of 11. 

Mr. Anderson : 1 will accept the amendment. 

Mr. Wright, of California : As chairman of the California delega- 
tion, the delegation of that State requested me to present a series of 
resolutions, that they might be referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions already appointed, and, although the resolutions are to be re- 
ferred without debate, as these resolutions are brief, they request tliat 
they be read before they are referred. 

The President: The resolutions will be read as soon as the mo- 
tion for adjournment has been acted upon. The question now is on 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, that when this Conven- 
tion adjourn, it adjourn until to-mon-ow morning at 10 o'clock. 

The question was put and the motion was carried. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF CALIFORNIA DELEGATION. 

Mk. WitiGHT ; As chaiiinaii of the delegation of California, I am 
requested to read tlic resolutiona. Mr. Chaii-man and members of 
the Convention, these resolutiona are presented by fi delegation from 
a State, sir, ■which you all know is as much interested in the speedy 
construction of this Paciflc Eaih-oacl as any of the different States of 
the Union, and for these resBono I beg leave to read these resolutions 
before they are referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Whereas, The demands of oui- people ai'e steadily inereaeing for 
cheap transportation and gi-eatei' faeihtiea for the same between the 
older States of this Union and the Paciflc Coast ; and 

Whebeas, PeiTuanent competition, protected by judieions legisla- 
tion, is onr surest method of securing cheap transjrortatiou ; and 

Whereas, In the absence of efficient routes of transportation by 
water, the constructiou of a second rmlroad across our continent 
becomes our only means to secure the much needed competition with 
the lines of the Union and Central Paciflc as well as with that branch 
of the Central Paciflc known as the Southern Pacific of California, or 
with existing hues running westward ; and 

Whereas, The Texas and Paciflc Raih'oad Company, which pro- 
poses to construct their lines of rsul and telegraph tlu-ough to the 
Paciflc Coast at San Diego, offers the most feasible and least expensive . 
plan to om- Government and people for the establishment of this 
most desii'able entei'prise ; and 

Whekeas, It is impossible for any private eoiporation with its 
uniuded capital to accomplish a taslt so herculean, especially when its 
effoiis ai-e at every step combated before the people as well as in oiu- 
Legislatures and in Congress by a powerful monopoly, built up by 
injudicious gifts of the people's land, and which now seeks to control 
forever the transportation interests of our Paciflc States ; and 

Whereas, The construction of this additional raih'Oad to the waters 
of the Pacific, if established and maintained as a competing line, will 
not only relieve from nnjust exactions and discriminations our com- 
mercial, manufacturing and ^giicultural inter^ts, but will develop 
Tiat regions of agricultm-al and mineral wealth and fill them with an 
industrious and thrifty people ; and 

Whereas, Many representative bodies of our industrial classes, 
noted for their conservative and determined opposition to the lavish 
and um-cstricted subsidies gi'anted iu the past to various railroad cor- 
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porations, and also many Boai-ds of Trade and State L^islatures, have 
by resolution requested Congress to grant to that truly national 
enterprise, the Texas and Pafiifle Kailroad, the moderate aid now 
asfeed, provided that such aid is aurrotrnded lay the safeguards nec^- 
sary to protect the Government from fraud and the people tVoni 
wrong; therefore, 

Sesolved, That the National Trahsportation Convention, composed 
of delegates from States and Territories and assembled at St. Louis, 
this November 23d, 1876, do most respectfully and earnestly petition 
Congress that at as early a period as possible during its approaching 
session it wiU consider and grant the earnest wishes of oui- people, 
expressed in many forms, for properly guarded National aid to secure 
a speedy conetniction of the Texas and Paciflc Railroad to its western 
terminus at San Diego. 

Mesolved, That we heaj-tily rccommeud that each State Legislatui-e 
be earnestly requested to instruct, and the people to petitioa their 
members of Congress to pass, at an early day, the bill which was 
reported to them last winter by a special committee, and known as 
the Texas and Paciflc Railroad Bill, seeing to it that the United 
States Government shall ever exercise such control of that road as 
will maintMi it for all time as a competing road across the continent, 
and that all unjust discriminations against any railroad which con- 
nects with it, at any point east or west, shall be prevented, in order 
that the equal rights of all cities and localities to its benefits may be 
inviolably maintained, 

Mr. Wkight : Of coiu^e, Mr. Cliairmau, I have no time to make 
any extended remarks, but I will mention one point in this connec- 
tion. The name of the Southern Pacific Railroad is designated there, 
and I wish to say that the delegation from California are anxious for 
this Convention to imderstand one point, that whereas you gentle- 
men here on this side of the Rocky Mountains, when you speak of the 
Southern Pacific, refer to that road which is on our most southern 
territory ; the people of California, when they refer to tlie Southern 
Paciflc EaUroad, have reference to a branch road of the Central 
Pacific ; and in order that there may be no misunderstanding, I 
desire that this Convention may understand that when we refer to the 
Southei-n Pacific Railroad we do not refer to the Southern Pacific 
Railroad which is called by that name on the other side of the Rocky 
Mountains, otherwise citizens of CaUfornia might claim that this 
Convention was in fa^oi of thn Central Paciflc or its branches. 
[Applause.] 

' 1 

T 
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The Peesident: The fesohitions will be referred to the Commit- 
tee ou Itesolntions. 

A REQUEST FROM THE COMMITTEE OF ARRANGEMENTS. 
Me. Fillbt, of St. Louis : The Committee of Arrangements are 
anxious tliat tlie chairman of each State delegation shall name to the 
Committee of Arrangements, who will m.eet in the conmiittee-room 
back of the platform, the number of delegates in attendance, that 
they may be supphed with tickets to the banquet and badges and 
tickets to the excursion. The delegates from St. Louis who are sub- 
scribers are entitled to tickets, which will be supplied at the post 
office. The delegates fi-om the State of Missouri will be supphed 
in the committee-room. Now, if the chsurmen of these delegations 
will report at the committee-room, they will be supplied witii banquet 
tickets and excursion tickets and badges for theu' entire delegations. 
[Applause.] 

INVITATION TO THE EXPOSlTiON OF AUTHORS, FOR THE BENEFIT OF 
THE WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN HOME. 
Thjs Pbbsjdent : Gentlemen, I have received the foUowiiig com- 
muuioatioH which I desire to read: 

St. Louis, November 23, 1875. 
To the jPresiderd of the Sout/iem Padjic Raih-oad Convention : 

Sib : — I beg to lay before the Couveutidn the accompanying note 
from the ladies who are giving a mt^nifleent entertainment at the Binb 
for the purpose of erecthig a suitable building for the Women's Chris- 
tian Home, Believing tliat there can be but one view, and that in 
favor of the work which was conceived and is being cari'ied out by 
the ladies of tliis city, I submit this communication. 
Veiy respectfully, 

Eeastl's Wells. 

The invitation is as follows : 
lion. E'nistus Wells: 
Dbak Sik: — 

Knowing so well in the past your ready heart and helping hand, 
allow me through you to tender to tke membera of the Railroad Con- 
vention an invitation to be present in a body at the Bink, after the 
adjomiiment of the Convention. Tlie ladies feel assured that not 
only will those gentlemen enjoj' the rewai-d of a"'good deed done in 
behalf of a noble chai'ity, but they will there find evidence of what 
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the braia and ingenuity of ladies of a sister State may aoeomplisli, 
and maj realize to some extent tlie results to follow from their own 
grand enterprise, calculated to bind ns more and moi-e together with 
boobs of steel. Veiy respectfully, 

Miss Pink Hamilton. 

The Pkesident: It was suggested by Col. Broadhead that the 
Coimiiittee on Eesolutions meet at five o'clock this afternoon at the 
SoutJievn Hotel, where an appropriate room will be provided. 

ADDITIONAL RESOLUTIONS. 

Mk. Sjihth, of Tennessee : A Convention vas held a few days ago 
at Mempbis which purported, to a large extent, to represent the 
States of the South in respect of the matter of the Southern Pacific 
Railway. I hold in my hand the resolutions which that Convention 
adopted, with a request that they should be submitted to this Con- 
vention assembled here to-day. They are short and are proper to be 
heard and understood, we think, by aJl the members of the Conven- 
tion, rather than to be referred without reading to the Committee on 
Resolutions, I will read them ; 

The National Government furnished the means necessary to con- 
struct the railways connecting the country of the Pacific with the north- 
em- portion of the Union, which railways, while useful and beneficial 
to the whole Union, are peculiarly and in a large degree exclusively 
beneficial to the States of the North, and have a tendency, existing 
alone, to the prejudice of the intereste of the States of the South, 

The people of the North were unable, without Governmental aid, 
to consti'uct the Northern railways ; much less are the Southern peo- 
ple now, or so far as the distant future can be foreseen will they be 
able, without Grovernmental aid, to construct a r^lway with the 
necessary connections, which shall link their destinies and interests 
with the country on the Pacifle Coast, as well as with the whole coimtry 
of the Union. 

We have heretofore borne and will continue to bear cheerfully, 
according to the measure of our ability, the burden upon the common 
revenue of the debt created to construct the railways of the Nortli, 

In view of these considei-ations, and of others not now necessary to 
state, the people of the South appeal to their fellow-countrymen of 
the North and to the Gtovemment of the Union, to bestow upon them 
such favor and substantial aid as will enable them to construct a twI- 
road, with suitable connections, which shall unite them on the one 
side with the great country of the West, and on tlic other with the 
rich and prosperous and powerful country of the North. 
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And the more readily do we make this appeal, fully assuied thit 
the aid may be bestowed in such maimer as wiU not increase the debt 
of the Government, while it will Md greatly to restoie and augment 
the prosperity and happiness of the people of the South, Therefore, 

Resolved, That we ask the Congress of the United States to giint 
the credit of the National Goyemment to aid and accomphih the con 
straetion of the Texas and Pacific Railroad from ite eastern teimmue at 
Shreveport, in Iiouisiana, to the coast of the Pacific at San Diego or 
other suitable place on that coast ; and also to aid and accomplish 
the construction of such railways as will connect the eastern termi 
nus with the cities of Memphis, of Vicksburg and of New Oilcans, 
with such conditions and provisions as will effectually secure to the 
lines of roads leading to these cities fVom the eastern tcrminui of the 
Texas and Pacific Emlway, and along the whole line of that railway, ab- 
solute equality as between themselves, and 14 to ^11 other railway con 
nections and intersections, in the advantages and ticilities tor the 
transportation of freight and passengers, and for all othei uses to 
which tlie Texas and Pacific Rtulway can be applied and with ludi 
provisions and conditions as will compel the construction ot tlie luid 
continuously from the point of its present completion m Texas to the 
■western terminus on the Pacific Coast. ' 

Resolved, That the President of this Convention appoint 1 committLc 
of ten persons, who shall be charged with the duty and powei to tikt 
such measures as may hereafter be proper to piosecute the objeits of 
the foregoing resolution. 

Resolved, That the omission of St. Louis in the foie^omg lesolu 
tlon is not to be understood or construed '*s the expression of any 
opposition or hostility to that city, it being the desire to ask Congiess 
to give its aid to a southern road on the S2d parallel of latitude 
which we undei«tand to be the Southern Texas Paiific Raiho^ for 
which we liave assembled in convention heie in the Lit-\ ot Memplu-i 

The PiiESiDENT : The resolutions will be itfcncd undci th oidii 
of the Convention. 

Mk. Hajxidat, of Kansas : 1 desire to offer the following, and wish 
to have it referred to the Committee on Resolutions, as a branch to the 
main line proposed by the resolutions just offered and pre\'iously 
ofi'ered. I will read : 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United States shall be and the 
same are hereby memorialized to grant at the same time and in the 
same act of Congress, and as an essential, component part of said act, 
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the same amount of aid per mile upon the same terms and conditions 
es that provided for the main line of the Texas Pacific EMboad, for 
the construction of a branch raih-oad of the same grade and character, 
from the point on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe EaUroad where 
said raih-oad crosses the western boundary of the State of Texas, and 
makes its southwestwardly direction and intersection of said main line 
at the point where said main line crosses the Eio Grande river, or at 
some eligible point on said main line eastward of said river. 

The President : The gentleman will hand his resolutions to the 
Secretaiy and they vrill be referred under the oi-der of the Conven- 

Mk. Paj.meb, of South Carolina : I desire to offer the following : 
Mesolved, That the basis of the action of this Convention is declared 
to be that the road in the interest of which it is held shall be required 
to extend the same facilities and give the same rates in freight and 
passengers to all connecting railroads, whether terminating at South- 
ern or Northern cities. 

The President : The resolution wiU be refeiTed to the Committee 
on Resolutions under the rule. 

EXPLANATION. 

Mr. Slatback, of St. Louis : In order that tliere may be no mis- 
understanding, I wish to state that the delegates from Missouri, by 
calling at the room in the rear of the platform, can get their badges 
and tickets. 

Mb. Smoot : As a coui'tesy to the ladies of St. Louis who have ex- 
tended an invitation to this body to visit an entertainment by them 
for benevolent purposes, I move that the iawtation be accepted, and 
that fts many gentlemen of this Convention, either individually or in 
a body, who can attend, will attend. I move that a vote of thanks 
be extended to the ladies of St. Louis. [Applause.] 

The CLueatioQ was put and the motion was carried. 

The Convention thereupon adjourned until to-morrow 
morning at 10 o'clock. 
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SECOND DAY. 



WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24th, 1875. 



The Convention met pursuant to adj onrnment. 

The President : The first business hi order will lie tlie reading of 
the Jonrnal of yesterday. 

READING OF JOURNAL DISPENSED WITH. 

Mr. E. N. Hnx, of Arkansas: I move that tbe reading of the 
Journal tie dispensed with. 

The question was put and the motion was carried. 
COMMUNICATION, 

The President: I have received a telegram from Mr. Fi-ank 
Ogden, Graham, Texas, which I will take the liberty to read at this 

GrKAUAM, Texas, November 23, 1875. 
To the President of tlie Railroad Convention : 

Your Convention can, if it will, exert the influence to complete the 
Texas Pacific Railway, which national necessities demand and local 
requirements urge. Thousands of emigrants are coming in — ^an evi- 
dence that the Grovernment will no longer waive, but hasten to 
execute, the trust. 

Eespectfully, Frank Ogden. 

LETTER OF GEN. SIMPSON. 

The following letter from Gen. John H. Simpson, of the 
United States Engineer Corps, in answer to an invitation 
to be present at the Convention, was read by the Secretary, 
and was ordered to be published in the proceedings of the 
Convention: 



,y Google 



Engineeii Office, United States Army, i 
St. Louis, .Mo., November 23, 1875. J 

Gliauncey I. FUlet/, Esq., Cludrrtian Oommittee of Airarigements, etc. : 

Deak Sik : — I feel honoi-ed by your invitation to join the excursion 
in compUmcnt to the delegates to the National Rjiilroad Convention 
convened in this eity ; but, in consequence of other engagements, 
■will have reluctantly to decline. 

The great Southern Atlantic and Pacific Railroad I have always 
regarded as. essential to the country's continued prosperity, winter as 
well as sununei- ; and as the Union Pacific and branches, in ite North- 
ei'n location, does not f ulfill both conditions, and, besides, does not 
immediately promote tlie interests of the Southern States and of 
Mexico, I consider the Southera Paeifle Riulroad as well worthy of 
the most serious and immediate attention of the Government and of 
Congress, and I hope the Convention will not fail to excite in both 
such an interest as will insure the commencing and building of the 
road in the shortest possible time. 

Vei-y respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. H. Simpson, Colonel of Engineers, U. S. A. 

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS, 

The PjtESiDj!MT : The Convention is now reatly to proceed with 
business. I will inquire if the Coiuuiittee on Eesolutions are ready 
to report? 

ADDITIONAL DELEGATES. 

Chaikman op iHDiAiTA Delegation: Mr. Chairman, I have a 
communication setting out the appointment of two additional dele- 
gates from the State of Indiana. 

Mayor's Office, i 

Teree Haute, Inu., November 22, 1875. ) 

To the Hon. Jmnes 0. BrooAihead, St. Louis: 

I have this day appointed Hon. Julius W. Hanna as a delegate to 
the National Railway Convention to be held in your place, the 23d 
inst., vice Albert BeU, Esq., who is absent East, and unable to attend. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

U. B. Em 
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Tub President ; I Imve also the appointment of tlie Hon. Diiniel 
Voorliies, of Indiana, by the Governor of that State. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mb. Leach, of Califorma: I 'ask leave, Mr. President, to present 
the credentials of John B. Stearns, of California, I ask to have his 
name entered as a delegate from Cahfornia. He did not arrive yes- 
terday. 

The Pkisident : The credentials of John B. Steams, of Santa Bar- 
bara, California, with a commission issued by the Governor of that 
State, are presented ; if there is no objection, his name will be enrolled 
as a member of the Convention. 

ADDITIONAL DELEGATES. 

The following additional delegates, who had not arrived 
on Tuesday, were enrolled: 

MiHSOuKi — Hon. N. C. Hudson, K. L. Turpin, George W. Jones 
and W. Gibson. 

Kentuckt — J. A. Miller, B. S. Stewart, Henry Burnett, Geot^e C. 
Thompson and Col. Bradshaw. 

New Mexico — -Martin B. Hayes. 

Kansas— L. R. Effiott. 

Illinois — Messrs. Bissell and Moberly, 

Texas — ^W". G. Thomas, John M. Swishler, J. K. Burroughs, L. G, 
Edwards, J. E. Moore, C. C. PVancis, H. L. Montrose, Joseph 
Magoffln, L. B. Hayes, J. P. Hagar, W. B. Bhinchard, Will. J. Scott. 

VIEWS OF COL. THOMAS A, SCOTT. 

The Peesident : Gentlemen, I have received a communication from 
Col. Scott, President of the Texas and Pacific Railway Company, ex- 
pressive of the poUcy of that Company, and bis views in respect to 
the proper means to be taken to secure its accomplishment ; by your 
leave 1 will read it. 

Sevekal Delegates : Leave, leave. 

The President then read as follows : 
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St. Louis, November 28, 1875, 

To the Hon. Stanley Mathews, President of the National Convention to 
consider the subject of the Gonstrttction of a Paoiflc Bailroad through 
the States and Territories of the Southwest : 

Mt Deae Sir : — -It givea me pleasure, in accordiuiee with tlie invi- 
tation extended, to present, as briefly as the subject wUl admit, a few 
facts ia regard to the Texas and Paciflc Railway, in connection with 
the construction of a through line between the States and Territories 
of the South and Southwest and the Pacific Ocean. It is only neces- 
sary, I think, to state briefly the national character of this enterprise, 
and the urgent need for it, to enlist the cordial and earnest interest of 
this Convention and the country at large in its completion. 

The present line to the Pacific, it is well known, follows generally 
the route of the forty-second parallel of north latitude as far as Great 
Salt Lake ; and the entire country is now dependent upon that road 
for railway focilities to and from the Pacific coast. The mere presen- 
tation of this fact is sufficient in itself to sliow the necessity for the 
construetion of another line. A territory over 700 miles wide, stretch- 
ing along the entire South Atlantic coast and the Grulf of Mexico, and 
containing twelve millions of people, is without any direct commum- 
eation with the waters of the Pacific, and its inhalaitants are com- 
pelled to make a long and expensive detour to reach the eastern 
terminus of the present hne. To meet this want three other compa- 
nies have been organized, at different times, to construct through 
lines across the continent. The one in which St. Louis wie specially 
interested, and wliich seemed at one time to have secured the £u.d 
necessary for its prompt construction, was the thirty-fifth parallel, or 
the Atlantic and Pacific road ; and we all remember the sti'ong feel- 
ing manifested in favor of that enterprise by the people of San Fran- 
cisco, and the determination evinced a few years since to make that 
line a success. 

The same difficulty existed then as now, viz : the impossibility of 
negotiating securities, at any reasonable price, to an amount neces- 
sary to furnish the funds for constructing so long a road ; and after 
maturely considering the subject, and discussing it very thorouglily 
and carefully, the friends of that enterprise behoved that their true 
interest was to unite that line, by an extension from its present ter- 
minus at Vinita, to connect with the Texas and Pacific road — a line 
chartered on the thii-ty-second parallel, and by its geographical posi- 
tion having strong claims especially to the support of the southern 
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and southwestern sections of our eoiintiy. Tiie kiuclly feeling wliicli 
has always existed between St. Louis and tlie Sonth no doubt helped 
to bring aboat this determination, but, at the same time, it was seen 
that pi'ovisions in the charter of the Texas and Pacific road, by which 
all connecting lines were placed upon an efiual footing, would give 
St, I/Ouis, through the .Iron Mountain road to Texarkana, and the 
Atlantic and Paciflc road, greater advantages than she would have 
derived from the constraetion of the thirty-flfth parallel line. This 
being the case, and it being quite as much to the advantage of the 
Texas and Pacific i-oad that it should have direct communication with 
so important a city as St. Louis, and thus reach the country east and 
north of it, the scheme received the cordial assent of our company, 
and was presented in this shape before the last Congress. Its advan- 
tages to St. Louis have been fully discussed through its press, and I 
believe there is but one feeling upon the subject, and that is a cordial 
endorsement of the policy proposed, and, a universal recognition of 
the advanti^es to be obtained by saving the construction of over 1,500' 
miles of railway, restoring to the Government over 30,000,000 of acres 
of land now donated for railway purposes, and concentrating upon one 
line the business which otherwise would be divided between two. 

The Texas and Pacific now reaches from Shrevepoi-t and Texsu-- 
kana, via Dallas, to near Fort Worth, and is intended to extend, via El 
Paso, through New Mexico and Arizona to San Diego on the Pacific 
Ocean ; and as railway Unes are now building from San Francisco to 
the southern part of the State, it will also have direct rail connection 
to San Francisco. The Atlantic and Pacific, by running southwest 
irom Vinita, will strike this line east of the 104th meridian, and from 
that point west there will he but one trunk line to the Patific. In 
this manner, and with the extensions hereafter referred to, the whole 
belt of country between St. Louis on the north and New Orleans and 
Galveston on the south, including every southern port on the Atlantic 
Coast, win be provided with its own highway to the Pacific, open at all 
times of the year, and lossmg the mountains at an elevation not 
exceeding 5,000 feet, as againat 8 000 on the northern line. This 
road wiU be unobsti-uLtcd by sniw has an extremely favorable 
alignment, and presents to the Southern people the same advantages 
which are now enjoyed more especially by the people north of the 
Ohio river. As the country to be thus served by its construction 
embraces more than one-half of the entire temtory of the United 
States, it demonstrates clearly the national character of the enter- 
prise, which is also based — 
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1. upon the advantages to tlic Govenuneiit itself in tlie direct 
management and. large economies of its military, Indian, postal and 
territorial depai-tments. 

2. Upon the advantages to the people of the country of a com- 
peting line between the two oceans. 

3. Upon its beneficial eflfect especially upon all the lines of railway 
in the South. 

4. Upon the advantages accruing to the leading industries of the 
whole country, by the demand for labor and material of all kinds, 
consequent upon the construction of the line ; and, 

5. Upon the increased revenue of the Grovernment from its sales 
of lands brought into market by the road, and the great additional 
values that will be created as a basis for taxation for the Government, 

1. The records of the Government shaw clearly the enormous ex- 
penditure now required to ineffectually protect the regions through 
which this road will run. There are at this time over twelve I'egi- 
ments of infontry and cavalry stationed in Texas, New Mexico and 
Arizona, whose utmost efforts cannot make large poi-tions of that 
territory safe for persons and property, A reasonable estimate of 
the cost of maintaining each regiment per yeaj- is one million to one 
million and a half of dollars, so that the Government now expends 
annually perhaps about fifteen millions of dollars in tiying to do the 
work which the construction of a single line of railway lias effectually 
done along the Central and Union Pacific roads, that territory being 
now protected by less than two regiments. The charges for trans- 
portation are so onerous in the southern territory, and the cost of 
subsisting troops so enormous, that this outlay cannot be largely re- 
duced except by the Government securing the advantages of railway 
communication. Experience has shown conclusively that when Indian 
paities, on their return from foi-ays upon the settlements, can be 
intercepted through the medium of telegraphic communication and 
steam travel, their raids soon come to an eod ; and in the country , 
now occupied by the Kansas, the Union and the Central Pacific roads 
— that was formerly devastated by Indian hostilities — ^there is absolute 
safety for both persons and property. With the Southern line com- 
pleted, the Government would require the servient of not exceeding 
one-flfth the number of troops now employed, and could thus save 
from ten to twelve millions of dollars per year, and in addition secure 
a much better service, that would render this vast region perfectly 
safe and be the means of providing for the development of new 
sources of great wealth and value to the nation. The official records 
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of the War and Navy Depaitments show, as appeal's by the reports 
of their Secretaries to the Congress that passed the bill under which 
the present Pacific road was built, that the cost of transportation at 
that time was $7,367,781 per anaum^ — an expense now reduced, 
through the removal of the causes which necessitated it, to about half 
a million of doDars yearly. 

2. The feeling of the country has been strongly enhsted for some 
years past in the problems connected with cheap transportation, and, 
incidentally, with the development of large tracts of country now 
closed to settlement by reason of the difficulty of conveying the 
products of the soil to market. In the States east of the Mississippi, 
water channels furnish one of the solutions to this question ; but west 
of the Mississippi, where the gi'eat rivers are absent that furnish such 
important commercial highways, there is no resource but to build 
raUways to develop the country, open it for settlement, and carry its 
mineral and agricultural products to market. In addition to this 
local business, the great trans-coutiaeutal ti-afBc between the far east 
and our own country and Europe, which is simply in its infancy, is 
pressing upon the attention of oiir country, and the single line now 
existing between the two oceans will, undoubtedly, soon fail to pro- 
vide the necessary facilities for its accommodation. Not only this, 
but as long as this traffic is confined to a single line the competition 
winch develops trade in other sections of the country is entirely 
winting and many branches of busine^ which would increase rapidly, 
il furnished n ith anything like the advantages given to commerce east 
ot the Mississippi river, are either entirely dormant or in a. very 
depressed condition, owing to the burdens leaded upon them. The 
Union, the Centi-al and tiie I&insas Pacific roads have, as is wcU 
known, already developed an enormous mineral wealth throughout 
Coloi ido, the Salt Lake Valley, Nevada, and other regions on their 
routes, whicii has not only enriched those Territories, but also aided 
materially in the exchanges of our whole countiy. Beiiable records 
show that the mineral regions of New Mexico and Arizona, to say 
nothing of Old Mexico, are certainly as rich, if not far richer, than 
the country lying on the now constructed line. 

This territory is largely closed to development by reason of Indian 
depredations, and cannot be successfully opened except with such 
advantages for transportation as will enable the materials needed in 
the mining and reduction of the precious metals to be carried at 
reasonable cost, and with such protection for life and property as can 
only come through tlie building of this road. Certainly the State of 
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California will not object to tbe rich, harvest which she must rtm-p 
from the development, of ttis territory, as her geographical position will 
enable her to control a liberal portion of the traffic thereby created. 

It is believed that, without in any manner interfering with the legiti- 
mate bnsiness of the present line between Omaha and San Francisco, 
such a share of the hereafter increasing through traffic will be enjoyed 
by the contemplated Southern road, and such a large local business 
be developed, as will in an equal period of time, as fast as completed, 
insure quite satisfactory returns, and a traffic equal in quantity to 
that now transacted upon the Northern lines. With proper develop, 
ment all branches of traffic must rapidly increase, so that, although 
the Pacific roads may hereafter carry at a less price, they will, by 
carrying a larger traffic at a smaller proflt, reap proper returns, and 
at the same time greatly reduce the expense to the producer and 
conanmer. In this connection, it must be remembered that under 
the proposed bill the Goverament retains so direct a supervision of 
freight and passenger rates upon the Southern line, that under no 
circumstances can unreasonable or unjust charges be levied upon 
traffic, through a combination with competing roads or otherwise, or 
a monopoly be in any manner created. 

3. In commenting upon the direct advantages to the G-ovevnment, 
and the people of the whole country, it is also well to bear in mind 
the beneficial effects which this road cannot fail to have directly upon 
the entire Southern system of railways, and indirectly upon all the rail- 
way property of the country. Many of the Southern roads, it ia well 
known, have been in a languishing condition since the war ; they have 
had no special advantages to stimulate the revival of their traffic, and 
from the general prostration of the industries of their people, have 
been in trouble and embarrassment. There ia no doubt that, with the 
opening of a direct line through to the Pacific Ocean, a largo and 
entirely now traffic must pass over these lines, and in that way promptly 
aid in restoring their former prosperity. Not only this, but the section 
of country which a Southern Pacific road will develop will be one 
suitable in climate and production to the citizens of our Southern 
States, as well as of other couutries, and consequently will invite 
emigration to a large extent, and in this manner bring in a new 
element to develop further wealth and increase the capital of the 
country. 

Simple justice would seem to require that the Government should 
extend, if it properly can, the same aid towai-ds furnisMcg facilities 
to the South which has been extended so lavishly to the North. 
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There is eei'tainly nothing unreasonable in tins view of the ease 
when we remember that only 817,000,000 have been expended, since 
the organization of the Government, in aid of Southern improve- 
ments, wliile during the same period of time over $190,000,000 have 
been granted to the Noilhern States and Territories. 

4. But the North, at this time, has an especial interest in the 
construction of this line. In the North are situated' moat of the 
rolling-mills, the car shops, and other manufactories which must 
furnish in great part the material to be used upon this road There 
is now, and has been for two 3'ears past, great distress p^^evailing 
through all our mining and manufacturing regions, consequent upon 
llie grea.tly diminished demand for their productions. It is believed 
that it is not beyond the province of the G-overnment in some 
measure to relieve this distress if it can do so by promoting, in 
some proper manner, an enterprise which is national in its character, 
the aid asked for which is so trifling in comparison with the assist- 
ance rendered by Great Britain, Russia, France, and other foreign 
countries to similar enterprises, and the completion of which would 
result in such gre^it economies in the administration of the Go^'crn- 
ment itself. The mining of the ore, the making of the pig, and the 
working np of so many tons of rails, all of which must be made of 
American iron or steel ; the building of engines and freiglit and pas- 
senger cars needed to operate the line ; the bridge and other mate- 
i'ials necessary for the road, and the grading of the same, will require 
an army of laborers, whose earnings and the money expended for 
materials will enter into the channels of trade, stimulate the indus- 
tries of the North and of the whole country, and go far towards 
inaugurating a return of our former prosperity. 

There are also many additional reasons why this line should be built. 
The border States of Old Mexico, and ultimately its other States, will 
furnish to the road a very valuable traffic connected with the develop- 
ment and production of the vast mineral wealth well known to exist 
in Chihuahua, Sonora, and the other States which lie contiguous to 
our southern boundary. The same Indian devastations which have 
crippled Arizona and New Mexico have effectually stopped the satis- 
factory and profitable development of these mineral resources, and 
have made it impossible to work the many important mines, except at 
great peril to life. The population which will be immediately benefited 
by this line, in these and the adjoining States of Mexico, numbers over 
one million of people ; and the relations between that country and our 
own are of such a character as to render it important to both Govern- 
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menLs that there should be facilities fov prompt communication, and, 
if Deeessaiy, rapid transportation of troops and supplies. If Ihe facili- 
ties iiecessarj- lo develop tins couLitr3- are not fui-uished by American 
enterprise, its trade will no doubt soon drift away from us into the 
control of other countries. 

The plan which it is proposed to jn-eseiit to the Government lias 
received very careful consideration, and, it is believed, is in such foi'm 
that no loss can result from guarantee of the interest only upon the 
bonds needed to construct the line. The objections tliat have been so 
stronglj' urged to the action taken in llie case of the Union and Cen- 
tral Pacific roads, are entirely obviated by tlie plan proposed. There 
the Government issued its own bonds, and then consented that tbey 
should be made a secondarv lien to the bonds issued by the company, 
and their land grants were not reserved as a means of securing the 
Government. In the present case the company issues its own bonds, 
and as they will go into the hands of outside purchasers, with the 
■guarantee of the Government upon them that the interest shall be 
paid (the company making ample provision through sinking fund, to 
be paid into the Ti-easury of the United States, to redeem the princi- 
pal), therecan,of course, he no interference with the mortgage securing 
the same, which, it is to be noted, is a first lien upon all the road, 
equipment, franchises and other property of the company, including 
the lands granted by the United States to aid the construction of the 
line. The ntmost liability, then, which the Government might have 
to meet, if the line never earned a dollar, nor sold an acre of land, 
would be the interest at five per cent, upon the bonds ; and an examin- 
ation of the earnings of tlie road already constructed between the 
two oceans, will, 1 think, remove any fear that may be entertained as 
to the ability of the Texas and Pacific road to meet the light pay- 
ment that will be i-eqnired of it. 

It is proposed that tlie utmost limit of the bonds to be secured 
by a first mortgage upon the road, its franchises and lands granted 
by the Government, shall be $40,000 per mile, but that not exceed- 
ing 835,000 per mile on the average shall be used for construction, 
and not a dollar of these bDuds shall be issued, except it be abso- 
lutely required to construct and equip the road, so that if less than 
$S5,000 per mile be sulflcient, only the amount of bonds required 
will be used. Should, however, the limit of $35,000 per mile be 
reached, the entire liability would be but $1,750 per mile per annum. 
The net earnings of the present Puciflc line are from $6,000 to 
$S,000 per mile per aninim ; it runs through a country by no means 
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so rich in agricultural and mineral resources, and is subject to inter- 
ruptions by snow and obstacles, whicb increase the cost of operation ; 
so that if that line can eara a sum over all working expenses thatr 
would more than pay the interest on $100,000 per mile of bonds 
bearing six per cent, interest, there is no reason why the proposed line 
should not earn, beyond a possibility of a doubt, the interest on 
$35,000 per mile, at five per cent., should that amount be issued. It is 
also proposed that there shall be deposited with the Secretary of the 
Treasury |5,000 per mile of the 840,000 of bonds, so that in case, 
daring construction, while the line is in an uncompleted condition , 
its earnings and the proceeds from land sales are not adequate to the 
interest as it matures on outstanding bonds, these reserved bonds 
can be sold by the Secretary at the expense of the company to place 
the treasury in funds to meet all liabilities of the Crovernment. I do 
not see how a fairer proposition can be made to the Government, o!' 
one safer in everj- respect. 

It will be remembered that under the original charter of the Texas 
and Pacific road, it is in the most explicit terms provided that it 
shall be an open highway to all connecting lines, without any dis- 
crimination whatever, ao that each section of the country, and each 
road coming in couueetion. with it, shall have equal advantages toy 
the traffic passing to and from the trunk line to the Pacific and inter- 
mediate points. 

This is especially to be borne in mind for the reason that efforts 
have been made to create a different impression, and to prejudice the 
enterprise by statements that the line would be run in the special 
interest of one or more Eastern roads, and therefore it was incumbent 
upon the others to oppose it, I desire to state explicilly and em- 
phatically that neither the Pennsylvania Railroad nor any other rail- 
way company has any interest in the Texas and Pacific road ; that it 
is entirely free from all alliances ; that it is and will be run simply 
in. its own interest, and that every line connecting with it can depend 
in the most unqualified way on receiving equally fair treatment at its 
hands ; that it will not be used, so far as I have any connection with 
it or influence upon, its management, to advance the interests of one 
road in preference to another; but that it shall be kept as it was 
chartered to be — an open highway between the watersof the Atlantic 
and Pacific — in order to secure to the roads of the Mississippi Valley 
and all others the advantages of this trunk line to the Pacific. It 
has been deemed essential that certain extensions should be made 
from it to form connections with the different systems of railways 
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now reaching the Atlantic coast, G-alveston and Houston being 
already providecl for by the present roads from Dallas, Mineola and 
Longview, the connectiona referred to embrace a line to New Orleans, 
which, as one of the great commercial ports of the South, hag a ^ital 
interest in a direct connection with this lino ; an extension to Vicks- 
burg, so as to connect directly with the system of loads through 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, North and South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Virginia ; and an extension to Memphis, which will 
give that city a direct line, and excellent connections thence through, 
the wliole of Tetine'oee, Kentucky, Virginia, and the States lying 
east thereof. And in order that these important extensions may be 
provided for without increasing to any great e\;tent the responsibility 
of the (government, it is proposed that theie shall be no guarantee of 
the interest on bonds for 443 m les of the Te^as and Pacific line now 
constracted and in course ot const ct u east of Fort Worth, but 
that the aid heretofore askei for tt at i o t n of the road shall be 
used to complete the im[ ort^nt connect o to the cities named, the 
Texas and Paeiflc Com[ auj fi d g nd Inal capital to finish the 
division referred to. St Lo s i o del for by the existing Iron 
Mountain road to Texarkana an I the ex st ng connection by the 
Pacific road of Missouri v a '-^e 1 1 a a d the MisBOuri, Kanfeas and 
Texas road; the proposed onacct on al ealy referred to with the 
Atlantic and Pacific will g ve he an adl t oaal and even more direct 
route to the Pacific coast and aa befo e note!, the same practical 
advantages which she would have had if the 36th parallel line had, 
as originally contemplated, been extended direct to Ran Francisco. 
It is now almost impossible to negotiate railway bonds, either in 
this country or Europe, unless they are those of well-known and divi- 
dend-paying corporations, and it would be many years before a line 
of the magnitude of the Texas and Pacific road could place its 
securities, except at a very great sacrifice. One heavy item in the 
capital account of all companies so sitaated is the discount to which 
they inevitably have to submit in the negotiation of their bonds; 
these being sold at rates from 10 to 25 per cent, or more below par, 
the company perhaps receives on an average but three-fourths of the 
principal of the bonds, and yet has to pay interest upon the face 
value of the same, and meet the principal in full at maturity. This, 
of course, requires that a heavier charge shall be levied lipon the com- 
munity using the line, and thus traffic, that might be carried at low 
rates of transportation, is compelled to pay high prices, and the 
advantages of the road not only circumscribed, but an onerous burden 
placed upon the producer and consumer. This would more especially 
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be the case in a line over 1,6U0 miles m length, wheie, unless the 
securities could be promptly negotiated, the inteieat would rapidly 
accumulate, and make a very heavy poimanent chaige upon capital. 
Under the ordinary arrangements made for the sale of bonds, it would 
be found impracticable to build more than about lOU to 200 miles of 
road per annum, so that before the entire line could bo completed, 
ten years' interest would have accrued upon a portion of the securities 
used in its construetion ; while on the other hand, if the G-overnmeut 
should lend its credit to this enterprise in the moderate form proposed, 
the entire line could be completed within four years, and a great 
saving be thus made to the company and to the public who would 
use the road. 

The Convention will no doubt recognize the importance of harmoni- 
ous and united action upon the question before them. It is, of course, 
natural that each special locality should . highly estimate its own 
advantages, should honestly be convinced that it has special claims 
to consideration, and that it would possess facilities which should 
secure to it a direct connection with the main trunk road. The danger 
is, however, that in discussing the merits and advantages possessed 
by different cities and localities, attention may be drawn from the 
vital point, which is to secure the construction of the trunk line itself; 
and that tho^e who are opposed to the road will be quick to seize upoa 
any pretext for delaying its completion, or creating discord among 
its friends. There are, of course, interests which are inimical to the 
construction of any competing line, and there is no doubt that strong 
efforts will be made to prevent the Government from extending any 
proper aid to this great work. I believe, however, that if its friends 
are aealous in the support of the measure, and will concentrate their 
strength upon it, and not allow themselves to be entangled in outside 
issues, Congress will see that the enterprise is one of a national 
character, and demanded by so many considerations of sound economy 
and policy, that they will, under proper safeguards and restrictions, 
grant the aid desired, and enable the Southern road to the Pacific to 
become an accomplished fact. 

In framing the bill which was laid before Congress last winter, 
every precaution was taken to insure a rigidly honest and economical 
disbursement of funds in the construction of the line. To that end 
sworn commfesioners were to be appointed by the Government, whose 
certificate should be necessary, to the effect that the amount called 
for had been actually expended in cash upon the road, before any 
bonds beai'ing the guarantee of interest by the Government could bo 
received by the company. I desire distinctly to state, what I am 
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sure is the feeling of all friends of the hill, that no objection will be 
made to the most rigid snpervision which may be suggested, but that, 
on the contrary, it is the desire of the friends of the measure, which 
it is proposed to submit to Congress, that it shall be placed upon so 
fair and honorable a basis ihat iuj gentleman who supports it can 
do so with entire confidence that the iflairs of the company will be 
administered in the mo'it thorough minner and under the closest 
governmental supervision I trust thit in the dehbeiations which 
are about to take place the impoitance ol the end m view will bo 
borne in mind, and that it necessary , such concessions will be made 
as will enlist the heart} and united "iuppoit ot the gentlemen now 
present from all sections ot the country and that will at a very early 
day secure favorable action fiom Congress TUp mtas ire rests on a 
broad basis. Its advantages are conBned to no section, but must 
benefit the whole people, and you can, therefoie, confidently appeal 
to all sections of our common country The new territory to be de- 
veloped belongs to ail, the commercial advantages will be shared by 
all, and in granting the aid asked foi just claima aie lecogniKed, and 
the bond of union strengthened between the Noith ■ind the South, 
between the great States now stretching along the Atlantic seaboard 
and the prosperous communities that are rapidly developing on the 
shores of the Pacific. 

In submitting the foregoing statement, I desire to assure you and 
the great Convention over which yon have the honor to preside that 
the interest paramount with me is to see this national highway con- 
structed for the benefit of present and future generations. I am 
confident it can be done in a form that will preserve it as an open 
highway to all on the general basis herein submitted, and al! the 
practical resnlts anticipated by the country be fully realized. 

If any better plan can be devised I shall take great pleasure in 
supporting it, whether connected with it officially or not. 
Very respectfully, 

Thomas A. Scott, 
President Texas and Pacijio Railway Co, 

A Delegate : I desire, sir, to submit a resolution to the Conven- 
tion in regard to the clear and satisfactory communication which we 
have jnst heard from the distinguished President of the Texas and 
Pacific Railroad, and 1 will send it up to be read. 

The Secretary read as follows : 
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Besolved, That the eommunieafcioii received from Mr. Thomas A. 
Scott, President of the Texas and Paciflc Railway, be received and 
entered on the minutes and made a part of the proceedings of tlie 
Convention, and that tlie thanks of the Convention be extended to 
him for his satisfactory presentation of the necessity for, and the 
advantage to the Grovernment aad the people of the country resulting 
from a great Southern trans-continental railroad to the Pacific, on 
the 32d parallel; that the Convention also desire to recogniae the 
eminent services of Mr. Scott in connection with the construction of 
a Southern lino to the Pacific, and to express the high appreciation 
entertained by thera, North and Soath, of the fidelity and ability with 
which he has at all times discharged the duties entrusted to him. 
[Applause.] 
The resolution was unanimously adopted. 
ADDITIONAL DELEGATES, 

Mr. BB0A.DHBA.D : I ask leave to report an additional list of dele- 
gates sent in this morning. 

The President: The following list of delegates is reported 
this morning: J. D. Woodward, Denison, Texas; M. C. Clark, 
Denisou, Texas; Martin B. Hays, Grant County, New Mexico; 
George Walcott, Quincy, Illinois ; William J. Scott, Denison, Texas ; 
J. S. Clarkson, Nevada. If there is no objection, tliese names will 
be entered. 

RESOLUTION OF THANKS. 

Mr. Barlow, of Illiools : t desire to offer the following, which, 
with your permission, 1 will read : 

Sesolved, That this Convention teaders to the generous citiaens of 
St. Louis Its heartfelt thanks for the distinguished courtesy, kind- 
ness and munificence with which we have been treated, and the 
aflfairs of this Convention have been conducted, and we certainly 
hope that when the great Southern Pacific Railroad is completed 
they may derive material prosperity therefrom commensurate with 
the energy they have displayed in forwarding this great enterprise. 
[Appl»us».] 

Mit. Slayback: Mr. President, that resolution ought to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

The PkbsidpjNt ; I think that resolution does not belong to that 
class. 
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A Delegate ; I move to amend by striking out "Southera Pacific" 
and inserting " Texas Pacific." 

TiiE Pkesident : Tlie question is on the amendment. 

The question was put and the amendment was agreed to. 

The Pebsidest : The qnestion now is on tlie adoption of the reso- 
lution as amended. 

The question was put and the resolution was adopted. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CITIZENS OF EL PASO. 

The President : Tiiere has been handed to rae a communication 
addressed " To the National Railroad Convention convened in the 
city of St. Louis, Missouri, to consider the location and building of 
and advocate the interests of the Texas and Paciflc Railroad," and a 
report made on that subject by a large assemblage of citizens of El 
Paso, and signed by Allen Blacker, Chairman, and Jos. Wilkin Tays, 
Secretary. If the Convention so order, without reading it, it will be 
made a part of the proceedings, and entered upon the Journal. 

There was no objection. 

The communication was as follows : 

To the National Sailroad Convention convened in the city of St. Louis, 
Missouri, to consider the location and building of and advocate the 
interests of the Texas and Pacific Railroad: 

Gentlemen ; — When the call of your Executive Committee reached 
the valley of the El Paso, the leading citizens, composed of merchants, 
planters, miners, freighters and traders, determined to respond to it 
in a manner worthy tlie great object to be accomplished. Two meet- 
ings have already been held on this side of the river, and one has 
been called on the other, in the State of Chihuahua. The meetings 
held on this, the American side of the river, have been largely attend- 
ed, both by our own citizens and by those of the Republic of Mexico. A 
spirit of enthusiasm pervades all classes. The new-born hope of a 
great railroad passing across desert and mountain into this rich and 
fruitful valley, has dawned upon Amei'ican and Mexican alike. We 
have been requested, as their committee, to present the feelings of 
the people, and the great advantages which this locality !ias as a 
railroad point. We accept the trust, premising, however, that it is 
done without libraries or a bureau of statistics from which to collect 
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facta and figures. We ^all aim nu higher than Lo present gen- 
eralities and specialties »a briefly is possible. 

From the very inception of a Southern Pacific road, El Paso was 
selected as one of the laudmarks Ei ery charter granted by the State 
of Texas stipulated El Paso as a point that must be touched. We 
are confident that should this be deviated from, our State would with- 
hold, or at least modify, the liberal subsidies heretofore granted. It 
has universally been conceded by railroad men in the United States, 
and particularly in the Southern States of the Union, that El Paso 
would be a point on any Southern Pacific road built. The principal 
points first selected on a great railroad, before local and speculative 
interests set in to complicate and mystify, ai'e almost certain to pre- 
vail. ItwaaaowithOmaha, on the Northern road, and it will be found 
to be so with El Paso on the Southern road. 

One of the great objects of a Southern Pacific road is to get below 
the snow-line, so that commuDication may be uninteiTupted through- 
out the year. An almost formidable barrier to such a road is the 
Guadalupe and Sacramento Mountains, and others, lying between the 
Eio Pecos and the Rio Grande, Major Hard, an experienced engineer, 
formerly attached to the Northern road, but latterly chief engineer of 
the Texas and Pacific in the field, spent the winter of 1872 in these 
mountains seaiching for a practicable route. He determined that a 
good passage existed just south of the celebrated " Guadalupe Pass ;" 
that no practicable route could be found in these mountains below the 
34th or 86th parallel ; and that this latter route has its objections on 
account of the severity of the winters. We think that it can be 
regarded as settled by all the surveys that no passage through these 
mountains below the snow-line can be found, except those heretofore 
selected for the 32d parallel road. In this view, this is not only 
the natural route, but should be adopted as the National, for this 
ocean-to-ocean road. 

Another object in building on the 32d parallel is to tap the trade 
of Northern Mexico at El Paso. We must bear in mind that there Is 
a rival in the International Railroad seeking this trade, and for every 
mile the Texas and Pacific is carried north of El Paso, two miles in 
latitude will be given to the International ; it is so much easier going 
south than north. 

Another reason for building on the 32d parallel is to give a fair 
distribution of railroad facilities to the South, making this a youthero, 
in contradistinction to the Northern and Central Pacific roads. If 
the road is located north of the 32d parallel, it is necessary to be done 
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so much further north, that both from its positioa and connections it 
loses its Southern characteristics and becomes a Northern road. The 
South, in such an event, would justly feel that the balance of railroad 
powei" was against her. 

We propose now to point out and meet the objections that are 
made to building the road by El Paso. It is urged that for 1,000 
miles there are neilher population nor products to warrant the build- 
ing the road on the 32d parallel of latitude. As to population, it is 
true it is sparse ; but with the teeming population that is now flowing 
into Texas, her plains, now covered with cattle, will soon be corn and 
cotton fields, and tlieir lierds will seek pasturage on places lying 
waste and desolate. 

The valleys of the upper Brazos and Colorado, with deep soil and 
well covered with timber; the plains of the Eio Pecos, with thou- 
sands of acres of the richest land well situated for imgation; the 
valley of the Rio Grande, whose fertility, products and capability of 
sustaining a large population ai-e well known ; the vaileys of the Sio 
Mimbres and the Eio Gila, with their tributaries, just now being 
developed, are all calling to the homeless of the world to come, pos- 
sess and enjoy the finest climate on the continent. All considered, 
the question of population would be settled so soon as the road was 
built to carry them to the various localities. 

Then, as to production, it is evident, fi'om what we have said about 
population and climate, that the agricultural yield of this country 
will be very great, not only in the cereals, but in vegetables, including 
the El Paso onion, the sugar-beet, and fruits of the best quality, includ- 
ing grapes rich in wine. Besides all these, the Rio Gila promises to 
be one of the finest cotton-growing regions in the country. 

Bat this road passes through a country rich in natural productions, 
which, when known and developed, will add largely to the revenues 
of the road. Building material is of vast importance throughout the 
South. On the Rio Peeos, at Delaware creek, there is the finest 
quality of sandstone; in the Guadalupe and Hueea mountains there 
is superior granite; and on the plains north of El Paao there are 
hiUs, covering hundreds of square miles, of fine granulated gjpsum 
that requires only to be calcined to make the finest finishing material 
on the continent. Then tliere is the kaolin deposit on the Pecos, 
the silver, lead and bismuth of the Chinata mountains, and the coal 
of the Chinchas mountains. The salt lakes of El Paso, from which 
about 1,000 tons annually are carried into the State of Cliihuahua 
on OK-carta, forms do inconsiderable item. 
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Passing on to New Mesico iini] Ari-ioiia, thei;e ia the silver and 
gold of Silver City and Binos Altos, the copper of Gila, which, for 
want of fuel, must be sent for rednetion to St. Louis. The recent 
developments in Arizona show that further developments are likely 
to astonish the world. 

Concluding, we state that we are willing to rest our superior claims 
alone on the trade from the northern States of Old Mexico. North- 
ern Mexico is tapped at El Paso ; an extensive trade may be at once 
established in semi-tropical fruits, sugar, coflee, and many other pro- 
ductions of the country. The mineral wealth of Northern Mexico is 
unbounded J many of the oldest and richest mines are unworked for 
want of proper machinery to exhaust the water. What a field for 
American enterprise and capital is here, and what a source of revenue 
to a railroad built on the 32d parallel and touching at El Paso, the 
key to the trade of Northern Mexico. We are confident that the wise 
men who shall meet in St. Louis on the 23d day yf next November 
will be able to grapple with the great questions of the hour, and 
point out the best modes for an early development of this and like 
sections. We cheerfully submit our claims to them. 
With great respect, &c., 

Allen Bi,ackek, Chainiian. 
Jas. WiT.KiN Tats, Secretary. 

ADDITIONAL DELEGATES. 

Mr. Sexton, of Texas : I ask leave to present additional delegates 
from Texas, reported this morning. 

Leave was granted. 

The President: The following names I am authorized to state 
have been enrolled since the report of the Committee on Credentials, 
yesterday morning, as additional delegates : Missouri, K, L. Tur- 
pin. Mayor of CarroUton, George W, Jones, and Wilbur Gibson; 
from Kentucky, John A. Miller, Paducah; from Texas, Benj. F. 
Stewart, W. G, Thomas, of Austin ; L. G. Burrows, L. E. Edwards, 
John M. Moore, Corpus Christi ; D. C, C. Franks, Cherokee; H. L. 
Montrose, Texarkana; Joseph McGoffln, El Paso; J. B, Hays, EI 
Paso. 

The Fkesident : If there is no objection, these names will be 
inserted. 
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COURTESIES TO THE PRESS. 

Mr, Tatum : I have a resolution extendiDg the courtesy of the 
Convention to tho members of the press and invitiDg them to seata 
on the floor. 

Mesolved, That tho usual courtesy be extended to the members of 
the press of this city, and that they be invited to talte seats on the 
floor. 

The question was put and the reS'">!ation was agreed to. 

RESOURCES OF GRANT COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. 

Mit. li. S. Elliott : I have the honor, representing a citizen of 
New Mexico, temporarily, to present a communication addressed to 
the President of the National Convention, being a report of a com- 
mittee appointed to make known the resources of Grant county. New 
Mexico, and inasmuch as 1 icnow from personal observation that not 
only is there no exaggeration in this paper, bnt that it really falls 
far short of the truth, I beg leave to submit it with the hope that it 
may be published in the proceedings of this Convention. 

Thk Pkesident: If there is no objection, that course will be talceu. 

The commtinication is as follows : 

To the President of the National Railroad Convention to be held in 
St. Louis, Missouri, November 23, 1875 : 

Sik: — In obedience to instructions of amass meeting of the citizens 
of Grant county, convened at Silver City, New Mexico, October 28, 
for the purpose of making known the resources of the countj', and 
what may be expected of her in the way of freight for a railroad, wo 
have the honor to report : 

Grant county. New Mexico, is in what is termed the warm temperate 
belt, and lies between the 31st and Sith parallel of north latitude, 
and its western boundary is marked by the 32d degree of longitude 
west from Washington, which corresponds to 100 degrees, 2 minutes 
and 29.25 seconds west from Greenwich, and extends from east to 
west about 150 miles. Her soil in the valleys is a rich alluvium of 
river deposits, highly charged with mineral salts, and containing 
aufflcient sand to make easy cultivation. Her climate is mild in win- 
ter, and il'ost never impedes the plow. Her agricultural resources 
are only equalled by Southern California. On the Gila river corn has 
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yielded " bushels per acre oat tv) i j i j ei an um, 76 bualiela 
each ci'op barley 80 buhheh pei icie lud wheat 64 bushels. Vege- 
tables grew exceeding!^ we!! an! to an enoimous si/e: squashes 
125 pound's cabbage 45 pounds beets 20 lo 40 pounds, onions 
from the seed 24 poun h each and other vegetj blea 3 ield accord- 
ingly, an 1 aie not excelled n their edible qualities by esculents 
grown ehewheie 

As a fiuit glowing legion t la piefetable to the far famed Mesilla 
Valley, foi the reason that the crop is surer n consequence of the 
lateness of the bl >om which lendeis it less liable to be destroyed by 
late frosts and do teir is enteita iied from msei.ts tr disease to the 
vine anl trees is are peculiar to most fruit beanng legiona. The 
valleys here spoken of aie pcculiarh flat and easilj irrigated, and at 
all seasons theie is a sufficiency of witer for thit purpose. 

The f^t thit oni climate presents no rigois of either heat or cold, 
with its boundless extent ot giamma and mesquit grasses, which cure 
in autumn on the giound retaining their nutritive qualities, and the 
peculiar contigoiation of thi^ rockj mountain slope which protects 
stock from the winds of wmtei ccmmends &rii t county as an 
unequalled stock riisicg county Hitheito the onlj diawbacfc upon 
New Mexico as a stock la sing countj has been the hostile Indians, 
who at piesent number aloct 14 500 all told but their day has 
gone; they cow e and letire before tl e mtich of cnilization, and week 
a home m the yet untrodden West 

Here there are no miasmat c inSuences to affect health ; diseases 
of the h\ei spleen bronchitis phthis s djspep^ia general depres- , 
sion of the nei^ous system are all leheved or cured by residence 
here. We have a number of hot and warm springs the efficacy of 
some of the watets of which hive a fine reputition as curatives of 
rheumatic-' yph litic eiuptions and kindred diseases In this con- 
nection it is also proper to state that Grant county abounds in the 
best of timber, and has more of it than any other county in the 
Territory. 

Another subject of interest to those disposed to invest their capital 
in building a Southern trans-continental railroad is the item of freight, 
and as we arc not disposed to speak of any other locality than our 
own, we have to say that Grant county, which may be said to have 
but a four years' growth, is unequalled in its commercial rise, which 
the following figures of pounds of import freight for the present 
season attest : 
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J. F. Bi nncfL JL Ln 


b(in,000 


H. M. Porter 


bOOOOO 


A. H. SlorehPfid & Co 


6n(l,000 


J. B, Momll & Co 


3-5,000 


I. N. Coben ,t Co 


300,000 


R. "V. HewBhfltn 


50,000 


G. W. E11I7 


eo,ooo 


Coagrove & Holt 


35 000 


Van WageDen & Oo 


25 000 


Derbyshire A Bro 


25 000 


M. Amador 


200,000 



J. A. Miller & Co 300,000 

Jno. K. Magriiclei- & Co 360,000 

B. Eosenfeldt & Co 100,000 

J. B. Wooda BO,O00 

Thompson & Ball 100,000 

J. A. Lucsa & Co 50,000 

N. Y. Anohetta & Co 100,000 

T. M. Hall 60,000 

J. E. Adsir & Co 50,000 

Military supplies for Fort Bay- 
ard 1,500,000 



The foiegoing, it must be remembered, is only an estimate of im- 
port freight, to which should be added the export of pig copper, wool 
and hides, which maj sately be calculated at 1,675,000 pounds, and 
had we lailroad facilities, who can estimate the millions of tons of 
silver, copper and lead ores that would find a market East? 

Independent of the foregoing list, there are a great number of small 
retail houses which make their purchases at the terminus of the rail- 
road, and we maj' safely add 200,000 pounds for them per annum ; 
there is also a large percentage of the goods consumed by Arizona 
Territory which pass through New Mexico from the present terminus 
of the railroad, and for which we may add 1,000,000 pounds. 

That the amount of merchandise received in the Territoiy of New 
Mexico is not sufficient for the demand is evidenced from the fact 
that from the first of February to the first of June of each year, the 
supplies are nearly exhausted, especially the staple ai'ticles, which is 
accounted for from the fact that no freight arrives here until after the 
first of June. Another item of interest which here presents itself is, 
that goods purchased in the Eastern markets for Grant county seldom 
arrive under three months, and in many instances are six months on 
the road. These great delays are not only annoying to the merchant 
but costly to the consumer. To this cause may be attributed the 
fact that large capital is required to conduct business at this point. 

Southern New Mexico presents a vast field of mineral resources, 
awaiting the development which a line of railroad would secure, 
prominent among which are her mines of gold, silver, lead, copper, 
iron and coal, scattered over nearly all that portion of the Territory 
lying between the 35Lh parallel of latitude and the Mexican line. 

The greatest development of her mining interest has thus far been 
effected ia the county of Grant, immediately on the proposed line of 
what is generally known as the 32d parallel road. 

The mineral productions of Southern New Mexico, in rank of their 
importance, are silver, copper and gold, these only bearing the neces- 
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sary enormous outlay for working, though doubtless, with the advent 
of a railroad, copper would soon become the leading article of all 
her wealth. 

Though so far removed from railroad transportation that the high 
cost of machinery and supplies prevents the remunerative working 
of any but the highest grades of ore, nevertheless the production of 
silver and gold has steadily increased until now Grant county alone 
ships at the rate of 8800,000 per annum of these metals, while the 
enormous amount of ore of lower grades that anoually accumulates 
about her mines is only a slight evidence of what New Mexico could 
add to the wealth of the natioa when a railroad places the great 
reduction works of the East, at her command. 

The celebrated " Virginia Mining District," centering at Ralston, 
near one of the most available passes found by the aurveyoi, can 
alone furnish thousands of tons of silver-bearing ore of a class 
which would pay a large profit above the cost of shipment and re- 
duction in the East, to say nothing of the richer though less exten- 
sive districts of Silver City, Lone Mountain and Mimbief 

The copper interests of Southern New Mexico, though first 
brought into prominence by the Mexican Government during the last 
century, under their system of convict labor— as witness the cele- 
brated old "■ Santa Rita " and " Hanover " mines— lay in a dormant 
condition until within the last two years, when, with the comparative 
security from the ravages of the Apache, which an increase of civil- 
ized population has brought, a renewal of work on those mines and 
the opening of even more extensive deposits of copper has been accom- 
plished, and now the annual copper product of Grant county amounts 
to over 600,000 pounds ; in addition to which we have the inex- 
haustible deposits of copper ore in the "Fresco Copper District" of 
Arizona, adjacent to and dependent for its supplies upon Southern 
New Mexico. 

In the latter district, though of very late discovery, the amount of 
copper produced in the old primitive Mexican mode is only limited 
by the wagon transportation that can be obtained to haul it nearly 
1,000 miles to reach railroad communication. One company alone 
in the Fresco District has contracted to deliver 1,000,000 pounds 
within the year. 

Taking into consideration the fact that the cost of freighting this 
metal to a market is from four to five cents per pound, it can readily 
foe understood that tlie thriving condition of our mining industry, 
though under a freight tariff so restrictive, is the best indication of 
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the proportions which it would assume if a cheaper mode of trans- 
portation were available, and presents to the mind of the practical 
railroad manager a story of mineral wealth that is beyond oavil or 
controversy. 

But not only is Southern New Mexico rich in the more precious 
metals, but iron, coal, fluor spar and fire-clay abound in unlimited 
quantities, and many of these articles of a very superior quality. 

While considering the mineral resources of this portion of our 
own domain, it is none the less important to notice the fact that we 
are directly bordering on the States of Chihuahua and Sonora in the 
republic of Old Mexico, a region capable of yielding its millions of 
wealth, but which, like this portion of our own land, only awaits the 
more modem appliances for the reduction of ores, which railroad 
communication will make cheap and available, to develop a produc- 
tion of mineral . wealth, and create thereby a commerce and traffic 
that will surpass the most enthusiastic estimates. 

And now, in conclusion, permit us to ask that if the wonderful rise 
of Grant county in wealth and population (within four years), so 
remotely situated from means of rapid transit, is a matter of such vast 
surprise, what may we not expect with railroad facilities at our doors, 
or within easy stages of our great mineral deposits, which are still 
buried, awaiting the means of traaapoitation? So far Grant county, 
unlike other mineral districts, is not indebted a dollar to foreign 
capital for an assisting hand. The bowels of the earth have furnished 
the wherewith to build our towns, mills, furnaces, churches and 
school-houses, and from an inauspicious beginning we have, with the 
pick, drill and shovel, clothed our settlements in holiday attire, and 
present to the world, from the recent heart of a savage country, 
unmistakable evidences of a high state of Christian civilization. And 
having, unaided, accomplished this much towards the humanizing 
. influence of a so lately surrounding waste, we ask that the great com- 
mercial centres of the Union may provide a means of transit which 
will enable them to profit by our truly valuable discoveries of gold, 
silver and copper deposits. 

J. A. Ketch AM, 

S. H. ECKLBS, 
A. H. MOKEHEAD, 

U. C. Garrison, 

J. M. GiNN, 
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MEMBERS OF CONGRESS INVITED TO SEATS IN THE CONVENTION, 

Mr. E. N. Hill, of Arkausas : I desiro to offer a resolution that any 
Senator of the Uoited States or members of the House of Represent- 
atives present be invited to seats on the floor of this Convention. 

The question wjis puc and the resolution was adopted. 

The President : The regular order of btisiueas for this morning 
will be the report of the Committee on Resoliitioas. 

BRANCH LINE FROM DALLAS TO SANIDIEGO. 

Mil. J. T. Tkgzisvant, Sa., of Arkansas: I have a resolution 
that I wish referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

Hesolved, That a branch line from Dallas to San Diego shall be 
completed and in operation before anj' work shall be done on its 
branches. 

The Pebsidknt : The resolution will be referrerl under the order 
of the Convention. 

ADDITIONAL DELEGATES. 

The Pkgsioent : I ask leave to report as additional delegates 
from Kentucky, Henry Burnett, of Paducah ; Greorge C. Thompson 
and W. F. Bradshaw, of the same place. Their names will be 
enrolled. L. B. Elliot is also reported as an additional delegate 
from Kansas. 

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 

Hon. Jacob Thompson, of Tennessee : Mr. Chairman, the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions are now ready to report. 

The Presidbjjt : The report will be received. 

Mr. Thompson : Mr. President, I hold in my hand a preamble 
and resolutions which have been agreed upon by the Committee on 
Eeaolutions, which I will proceed to read : 

This Convention of delegates, duly appointed from thirty-one 
States and Territories, many cities and boards of trade, merchants' 
exchanges and other commercial bodies, constituting a body of 869 
delegates, representing not only a large proportion of the people of 
the United States, but of the active, producing, business capital of the 
country, and now assembled to take action upon the construction of 



I 



..Google 



a Southern line of railroad to the Pacide, do respectfully represent to 
the Senate and Honae of Bepresentativea of the United Statea in 
Con gross assembled — 

That a SouChera fcrans-continental railway from the waters of tho 
Miaaiasippi, via El Paso, to the Pacific Ocean, on or near the 32d 
parallel of latitude, is imperatively demanded ; 

1. As a measure of sound statesmanship. 

Becaase it is only by constant intercourse, business and social, 
that the great States now growing up on the Pacific slope can be 
permanently bound in a common interest with our Eastern and 
Southern communities, and it is therefore sound policy and wiae fore- 
sight to promote the most intimate relations between all sections of 
our common country — a necessity already recognized by the Govern- 
ment in its grant of bonds and lands to the Union and Central and 
Kansas Pacific roada.aad of lands to other trans-continental lines on 
the 32d, 35th and 47th parallels, under the belief that private capital 
would flirnish the neodfnl funds to complete these highways; but 
owing to the great commercial depression, they cannot be built by 
individaal capital, and the responsibility still rests upon the Govern- 
ment to secure the completion of at least one additional trans-conti- 
nental line. 

2. As a means of national defence. 

Because it is the duty of the Government to have a line to the Pacific, 
nnofastructed at all seasons of the year, for the prompt transportation 
of troops and supplies, ahould trouble arise with anyfoceign country 
and the ports and cities of the Pacific coast be exposed to insult or 
attack. Such line to be suifieiently removed from onr border to enable 
it to be fully protected against the movement of any hostile force. 

3. As a local military necessity. 

Because the experience of the nation on the Ceatral, Union and 
Eansas Pacific roads has proven that the rail and telegraph, and the 
facilities thereby provided, furnish the only sure moans of intercept- 
ii^ and punishing the hostile Indians, and unmistakably indicates the 
adoption of the same methods to prevent constant depredation in 
Western Texas, New Mexico and Arizona, make life and property 
secure, and establish there the same law and order that prevail along 
the present Pacific lines. 

4. Aa a measure of practical economy. 

Because, as already shown by the esperience of the present Pacific 
road, the expense of maintaining a military establishment for the 
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protection of the Southern t-erritorj' against Indian depredations wDl 
be largely reduced, first, by enabling the Government to transport 
troops and supplies at one-fifth of the present cost ; and, second, by 
enabling it to dispense with the services of two-thirda of the present 
force through the facilities afforded for transportation and the move- 
ment of troops, and thereby save from eight to ten millions of dollars 
per ammm, and at the same time provide more efficiently and econ- 
omically for the care aiid maintenance of the Indian tribes who are 
under the charge of the Government. 

5. As a commercial necessity to the twelve mil lions of people in- 
habiting a belt of country from 400 to 700 miles in width, and stretch- 
ing along the entire South Atlantic coast, the Gulf of Mexico and 
Old Mexico to the Pacific Ocean, who have no direct communication 
with the Pacific, and, by reason of their geographical position, cannot 
share in the benefits conferred by the present Pacific line, 

6. As a direct saving to the people of the entire country. 
Because it will give a competing Une between the two oceans, both 

for the lai^e local and through traflBc of this country and for the 
great through traffic of the Sandwich Islands, India, China, Japan, 
Australia and Western South America, thereby conferring a substan- 
tial benefit upon the entire nation. 

Because in this manner the people of the United States will best be 
protected against a monopoly to whom they have loaned $65,000,000 
of sis per cent. Government bonds and made laj^e grants of land to 
buUd the present Pacific Hne, and for whose benefit the Government 
is now paying yearly upwards of three additional millions out of the 
treasury — a corporation tliat has established arbiti-ary rates for trans- 
portation, and is now seeldng to perpetuate itself as a close corporar 
tioii, and control its lines, and such as it may hereafter buUd, in its 
own exclusive interest, instead of making them an open highway such 
as the people of this country have a right to demand. 

7. Because the communication thus established with the rich and 
productive States of Old Mexico would secure a large and lucrative 
traffic now diverted to other countries, and would thereby increase 
the revenues of the Government, while at the same time the connec- 
tions made with the lines now projected from the capital of Mexico 
to its northern border would stimulate and develop this trade and 
emich the citizens of our own country by the exchange of our manu- 
factured goods for the products of her soil and mines. 

8. Because it is the duty of the Government to protect the citi- 
zens whose guardianship it assumed under treaty obligations in the 
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acquisitioii of tUe Mexican territory in winch tlicy were resident, and 
also all other citizens who have been induced, by the grants made by 
the Gtovemment to aid the building of railroads, to settle in the terri- 
tories which those roads were intended to develop. 

9. As a prudential and proper act to encourage the people of the 
South, who may very justly, and with great force, urge that while 
$175,000,000 of the public moneys have been appropriated in the 
Northern States and Territories since the organization of the Govern- 

■ ment, there hBs been but $19,000,000 expended in the Southern States 
and Territories, 

10. Because not only will this road, as a means of national 
defence, strengthen the military aim of the Government, and at all 
tames perfect the security of our Pacific coast against attack by 
foreign powers, reduce the expenses of its local administration, 
bind our eoimtry more closely together, facilitate communication 
with the Pacific and with Old Mexico, develop new traffic and the 
agilcultural products and great mineral wealth of Texas, New 
Mexico and Arizona, but it will also, by the demand for manu- 
factm-es and productions of every description, including iron, steel, 
cotton, wool, timber and other material needed in the construc- 
tion of engines, cars, bridges, machinery, buildings, etc., for the 
use of tlie road and by the laborers employed in building and main- 
taining the same, give employment to the furnaces, mills and machine 
shops of the country, and once more revive and stimulate the 
depressed industries of all sections. 

And Whereas, To secure to the Grovernment and the people these 
several advantages, and in addition thereto secure the return to the 
people of thirty millions of acres of land heretofore granted to buUd 
the 35th parallel fine, and save the building of fifteen hundred miles 
of road, it is, in the judgment of this Convention, not only the right, 
but the duty of the National Government to render such aid, properly 
secured, restricted and guarded, as wiH Secure the prompt completion 
of the line referred to, and of such extensions as will give to all sec- 
tions the advantages resulting therefrom ; now be it resolved, 

1. That a Southern line to the Pacific Ocean should be built on or 
near the 32d parallel from Shreveport, via El Paso to San Diego, where 
it wiU make connection with the waters of the Pacific in a safe and 
excellent harbor, and connect also with, the railway fines now building 
from San Francisco to tiie soutliern part of California, thus securing a 
continuous line to that great city and port. 
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2. That there shoiild also be constructed extensions from the 
most eligible points on the Texas and Pacific road to New Orleans, 
Memphis and Vicksburg, and from a point near the 103d meridian 
to Vlnita, in order to reach the Mississippi river, and to connect 
with every road and hai'bor of the Atlantic coast, and with every 
railway east of the Eoeky Mountain slope. 

3. That to insure to the nation the greatest benefits from this lino 
of road, and to prevent its being conti-olled in the interest of any 
one pai'ty or section of country, there should be established such 
regulations as will maintain the road from Shreveport to the Pacific 
as an open highway and as a competing line to all trans- eontinentaj 
railroads, to be used on equal terms by all connecting roads which 
are now or may hereafter be built ; similar regulations to be applied to 
the branches receiving sirailai' aid to the Texas and Pacific tmnfc line. 

4. That it should be built at the lowest cash cost, in order that 
the people shall be protected against undue or oppressive charges, 
and shall be secured in its use at the lowest possible rates required 
to protect the comparatively small capital actually expended on its 
construction — a result wliich ean be greatly aided by its construction 
at this time, when material and labor can be secured at prices much 
below those that have prevailed for many yeai's past — and that Con- 
gress shall at all times reserve the power to protect the people against 
speculation and oppression in the use of this national highway. 

5. That the building of the main line should proceed under such 
regulations as will insure the construction of the road continuously 
from the point of its present completion, in Texas, to San Diego, in 
CaUfornia, or until it raeets an extension of the same line from San 

6. That the constiniction of such a line and branches can be best 
secured by the extension of Government aid to the line and branches 
heretofore mentioned in these resolutions, in the form of a guarantee 
of interest, not principal, on a limited amount of five per cent, con- 
straction bonds, payable in fifty years, so that the entire liability 
a^umed shall not in any event exceed $2,000 per mile per annum, nor 
liie interest on the actual cost of the line and said branches ; such 
hability to be secured by a first ttiortgage upon all the railway prop- 
erty and franchises of the companies, and upon the lands granted by 
the United States, and any deficit in the earnings of the line and 
branches to meet the interest maturing on these bonds while the road 
is in course of construction, to be met by the deposit in the United 
States Treasury of one-eighth of the whole authoiizod issue, and the 
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sale of the eame if it becomes necessary, after applying all net earainga 
and proceeds of lands and the sums due for Grovernment tranapoi-ta^ 
tion, mall and tel^raph service, to meet the interest so maturing as 
aforesaid, so that there shall be no outlay by the Government ; these 
bonds to be issued only to the actual amount of cash expended upon 
the road and branches, and upon the certificate of sworn commission- 
ers appointed by the Government to supervise the building of the line 
and branches, and then- redemption at maturity to be assured to 
purchasers and holders by providing a sinking fund out of the reve- 
nues of the road and branches, to he paid by the companies into the 
Treasury of the United States, of such amount as may be sufficient 
to pay off and discharge the entife bonded obligations of the compa- 
nies, on which the Government has guaranteed the interest. 

7. That the President of this Convention be requested to prepare 
an address to the people of the United Statea, embodying the views 
set forth in the preamble and resolutions adopted by this Conven- 
tion, and that he be authoiized to appoint a committee of thirteen, 
who, with the Pi'esident of this Convention, shall present an en- 
grossed copy of the proceedings of this Convention, together with 
the address, to the Pi-esident of the United States, the presidii^ 
officer of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Represen- 
tatives ; and to take such further action aa in their judgment may 
be deemed best to promote the objects and purposes of this Con- 
vention. 

8. That duly certified copies of this preamble and resolutions be 
also furnished to the Governors of Stat^, mayors of cities, and to 
the commercial and other bodies represented at the Convention, and 
that they be earnestly aoUcited to advocate the plan proposed. 

9. That the Secretaiy of this Convention have the proceedings 
published in pamphlet form, and also that the newspaper press of the 
country be requested to publish the same, so that the States, muni- 
cipal, commercial and other bodies here represented, and those which 
may not be, shall fuUy understand the objects and purposes of the 
Convention, namely: the securing of another highway across the 
continent that must prove highly beneficial to the Government and the 
people of every section of oiu' country, 

Mr. President, I have only one word to add. After a very close 
and full examination of this report and these resolutions by your 
committee of two from every State and Territory represented, we 
came unanimously to the conclusion that this was the best tiling we 
could do. 
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DISCUSSION ON THE RESOLUtlONS. 

Me. Anderson, of Virginia : I move tiiat the resolutions be adopted 
by aeolamation. 

Sevebai. Delegates : Second the motion. 

The President : Gentlemen, the motion is to adopt the report 
of the Committee on Eesolutiona ; Col. Hill, of Arkansas, has the 
floor. 

Col. E. N. Hill, of Arkansas : I believe, sir, tJiat it will be right 
and proper for this Convention, in presenting those resolutions to the 
country, to give the reasons in as brief a manner as possible to the 
country why they should he adopted, and with your permission I will 
(as I have been eng^ed for some time in preparing some statistics on 
this subject) occupy the attention of the Convention for a few 
moments. 

The Pkesiobnt : Mr. Hill will come forward and speak from the 
platform. 

Several Delegates : Question, question. 

The President : Gentlemen of the Convention, Col. Hill, of 
Arkansas, has the fl.oor Qond cries of "Question, question"] for 
the purpose of reading, as he states, some statistics that he has pre- 
pared in support of the conclusions to which the committee has 

Several Delbqates : Publish them. Question, question. 

The President : Under tl»e rules, Col. Hill has the right to be 
heard. [Applause.] 

Mk. Hh.l then came forward, and taking a position upon the plat- 
form, said: 

Grentlemen of the Convention, I do not intend to detain yon or to 
make any efforts at oratorical display, but I think that it is the duty 
of this Convention to give to the people of the country the reasons 
why they want these resolutions adopted, and for that purpose I 
think that carefully prepared statistics, showing the condition of the 
country, are very valuable in connection with this report, which is to 
go forth indorsed by so respectable a body as this. I do not intend, 
gentlemen, to make any exordium or any extended remarks, a few 
of wliicL I have prepared, but I ahaO pass inamediately, as the 
Convention seems to be impatient, to the statistics which I have 
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prepared, which have been gathered from the official reports of the 
Seeretaij of the Treasury of the United States during the last ten 
years. In i onnection with the construction of the Northern roads — 
the Centi il and Union Paciflc — -I t hink tliat it is pertinent and proper 
to examine into the business done by those roads, their revenue, and 
from what source that revenue was derived. I find that the earnings 
of the Central and Union Pacific for the years 1872, '73 and '74 were: 
in 1872, $21,627,535; in 1873, $24,138,736; in 1874, $24,965,359. 
Of these amountfl the Grovernment paid for transporting mails, troops, 
supplies, etc., in these three years, $18,453,129, an average of 
$6,151,000 per annum. It would not be necessary to cite evidence 
here had it not already been done by the able chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee, Col. Broadhead, to show that it would cost at least 
twice that amount to transport those supplies, troops, etc., if the 
road had not been built- You will observe that the amount annually 
paid by the Government is rapidly increasing from the year 1871, 
In the year 1870 it was only $2,677,000. 

Sbverai. Delegates : Pubhsh it. 

Mr, Hill: I will give it to you. In the year 1874 the amount 
increased to $7,000,000, Now, sir, let us suppose the maximiun of 
Gtovernmcnt business has been arrived at ; there is an annual saving 
of $6,151,000, and this, in less than six years, would pay for the 
loan to the Union and Central Pacific, if the Gtovernment were to 
make them a free gift of it. [| Applause long continued and stamping 
of feet.] Gentlemen, I am very patient and I will allow you to get 
through with any of your demonslzations. 

Several Delegates : Print it, 

Mr. Hill : I will not detain you many minutes, gentlemen. 
[Constant stamping.] 

The President: Allow me to suggest that time will bo saved by 
heai-ing Col. Hill, 

Mr, Hill ; Gentlemen, I am not going to make a speech, I simply 
wish to call attention [renewed demonstrations by delegates] — but 
as the gentlemen of the Convention seem to be very impatient, if they 
will allow me I will present my statistics to the Secretary to be 
printed in the proceedings of this Convention. I think that will be 
the most popular thing I can do. [Laughter and applause,] 

Mk, Smith, of Texas : 1 rise to move the previous question. 
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Mr. Smoot : Befoic that question is put I s-lioulil lilvc to have the 
Convention give Col. Hill the privilege of making his speech a part 
of the proeeedingB of this Convention, 

The President: That is already allowed by the con'sent of the 
Convention; the remarks which Col. Hill was making are to be 
entered as being made part of the proceedings of the body. 
[Applanse.] 

SPEECH OF MR. HILL. 

The following is the speech of Mr. Hill as authorized to 
be made a part of the proceedings : 

Mr. President and Gentlemen op the Convention: — Almost ever 
since this nation was established with its complicated machinery, it 
has been a qnestion how far the National Government ought to or 
could go ill giving aid to internal improvements. PoHtical parties 
made the question an issue upon which many a bitter contest was 
fought. But even the most strict consti-uctionists — those who held 
to the doctrine that the Federal Government had no powers but such 
as were expressly gi'anted by the letter of the written law — even 
these admitted that the General Government had the power to aid 
works of a national cheractcr, John C. Calhoun will be readily 
accepted as the most able exponent of the views of the extremists of 
the strict construction school, who opiJosed grants from the Federal 
Government in aid of projected improvements. Yet thirty years 
ago, Mr. Calhoun, when presiding over a raih-oad convention, as is 
the honorable gentleman from Ohio to-day, assembled as is this Con- 
vention upon the banks of the Mississippi river, said, while discuss- 
ing the question of Government aid for a raUroad intended to connect 
the Atlantic coast with the river at Memphis, and the improvement 
of the navigation of the Mississippi, that it was the duty of the Fed- 
eral Government to aid in the construction of a road which would 
connect the ocean with what he called that " great inland sea," and 
to make that river nav^able at all times. His reason for saying this 
was that both these works were of a national character. How much 
more so is tlie one wc are asking aid for. The road from Charleston 
to Memphis was a short one, not over Ave hundred miles in length, 
and it passed through the territory of organized States. This 
one is five times that long, and most of its route is through thinly 
settled Tenitories, 

As the ever-restless people penetrated fai-ther from the seaboard 
and began to develop the wcaltli that was contained in the valley of 
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the great river upon wliim, 1 aiik tliia Coinenl on is iisem! ltd the 
policy of those who fa\ored national ii3 to as'tiBt pnvate enterprise 
in works of great magnitude inten led to increase the wealth and 
prosperity of the nation lapidlj gimed fivoi, and for many years 
such has been the settled pohcy of the nation That it was and is 
the true policy, no one can doubt who hia marked the rapidity 
with ■which, through those mems last an3 unpeopled foiests ind 
plains have been converted into prodm ti^c Adds dotted with flour 
ishing cities. 

This Convention, if I understand its object, has been called for the 
purpose of inducing the Congress of the United States to lend its aid 
toward a work that we consider a matter of right and justice to 
certain sections of a common country, but of infinite national 
importance. 

When it was first proposed to build a railroad " across the conti- 
nent," the projector was pronounced visionary, and the idea imprac- 
ticable, but more than twenty years ago the present speaker, after 
having passed over the ground, thought and wrote that the road could 
and ought to be built, the principal difBeulty, in his opinion, being 
that the snow would render portions of the road impassable in the 
winter season, which difdculty he said could be avoided by running 
the road south of the 35th parallel of latitude. 

The exigencies, or thesupposed exigencies, of war caused the build- 
ing of this great highway many years sooner that it would, but for 
that reason, have been constructed, and the same reasons caused it to 
be built north of that parallel. Wo know that but for the ingenuity 
that devised snow-sheds for the protection of the road-bed, it would 
often be useless and always in the winter unreliable. 

But the building of that road demonstiated several things. It 
showed not only that it could be built (winch was doubted), but 
the necessity of it. And how was it built? By private enterprise? 
No ; but with the money of the Government. Sixty-four millions of 
dollars of the bonds of the United States, and one hundred millions 
of acres of its lands— the last absolutely given, and the first loaned 
on the most favorable terms — were required to complete tMs worli. 
1 have neither time nor inclination, nor is this the place, to discuss . 
the question of whether this money was honestiy or wastefuUy 
expended, or whether private parties acquii'ed great fortunes through 
its constiuction. All these things have nothing to do with the mat- 
ter which we are considering. But it is pertinent and proper to 
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examine into the business done by this I'oad, its revenue, and from 
what som-ce it is derived, 

I find that the earnings of the Central and Union Paciiic for the 
years 1872, 1878 and 1874 were, for 1872, $21,627,535; for 1873, 
$24,138,736 ; and for 1874, $24,965,359 ; of these amounts the Gov- 
ernment paid for transportation of mails, troops, supplies, etc., in 
1872, 65,096,400, or twenty-four per cent. ; in 1873, $6,018,988, or 
twenty-five i>cr cent. ; and in 1874, $7,337,741, or thirty per cent. 
This makes in these ttoee years the sum of $18,453,129 paid by the 
United States for the necessary transportation of troops, supplies, 
mails, etc., an average of $6,151,043 per annum. It wiU be unneces- 
sary (if it had not already been done by Col. Eroadhead. in his very 
able remarks when this Convention was called to order) to cite evi- 
dence to show that it would have cost at least twice that amount to 
transport these supplies, troops, mails, etc., if the road Lad not been 
built. It is a fact too well known to require proof. Tou will observe 
that the amount annually paid by the Government is rapidly increas- 
ing. In 1871 it was only $3,775,159 ; in 1870 only $2,677,822. So 
that in five years, from 1870 to 1874 inclusive, the amount paid has 
been increased nearly threefold. But let us suppose that the maxi- 
mum of Government business has been reached, the anuual saving 
would be $6,151,043, and this saving in loss than bIx years more 
would pay off the entire amount loaned to these railroads, if what was 
loaned were now made a gift to them, as lie amount of bonds they 
received was $53,121,632. The roads spoken of, the Union and Cen- 
tral Pacific, have a total length of 2,254 miles. The average amount 
paid them by the United States for the five years above cited, each 
year, for transporta,tion was $2,210 per mile ; the amount paid in 1874 
was $3,225 per mile; the interest on the bonds issued for them is 
$3,187,267, or $1,414 per mile. It will be unnecessaiy for me to 
show the amount of interest per mile for which a guarantee is asked 
on the Texas Pacific, the figures having already been given. 

But to leave this branch of the subject, and touch upon another 
cognate one. The total amount of bonds issued by the United States 
to aid in constructing the Union Paeifie, Central Pacific, Kansas Paci- 
fic, Central Branch Union Paeific, Western Pacific and Sioux City and 
PaclBc was $64,613,512. I have prepared a table which shows the 
amoimt of interest ujwn these bonds from 1870 to 1874, inclusive, and 
the amount paid each of these years by the United States to all of 
these roads for the transportation of troops, supplies, mails, etc. It 
reads as foUows : 
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Total 110,340,568 $34,688,986 

It will be observed that in these five years the amount of work 
done for the United States by these roads nearly doubled the 
amount of the interest on the bonds in their aid. The business 
of the Government on these roads increased from $4,006,877 
in 1870, to 89,918,090 in 1874- — an average increase each year 
of $1,417,304, or 85 per cent. I wonld here remai-k tliat I am 
not piling up these figures — and I expect to use a good many 
more — without an object, which I hope to make apparent before I 
conclude. 

But to pass to other points, I felt very confident that one of the 
objections that would be made in Congress to the pass^e of the bill 
we ask, would be that the South had no right to ask from the General 
Government siny expenditure for its special benefit, and that this road 
was solely for its benefit ; and sure enough, last week, before writing 
this, while conversing with a gentleman fully eqiral to the average 
Congressman in intelligence, on the subject of this Convention, the 
question was raised, and I informed him that I was prepared to show 
that ]f we went nto Congress and asl ed toi a donation ol the amount 
necessary to luild the Southern Patifti, Eaili jal with termmi at &t 
Loms Memphis Vickhbuig and New Orleans ■we f juld d) ^o and 
then claim that juirtRt tod not been done ui m the expenditme of 
public monej 

To be enabled to mal e goi 1 this assertion I haie examine I m 
detail the reports of the Secietaiies of the rruaouiy of the Un ted 
States from July 1 1866 to June 30 1874 ndusivt a period 
of mne yeats since the close ot the w^i I foun 1 the net 
ordinary expenses ot these rme yews t) be $1 ill 781 833 or 
$212 975 759 average per annum I then examined the ^aiious 
items ;f these expendituies foi seveial veais and where the tables 
admitted its Lemg done fomd what hid lieen eA^eniei m the 
Southern States including only thoie in the rebellion and what 
m the remimdei f the countiy In the li~t fis il ^eai I fiunl 
these figures tr b 
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Expendei3 Expended 

Nortli. Soiich. 

Pnblio buildins^ » 3 674,819 » 178,363 

Cuetom housm 2 i 1,381 1,500,000 

Light houses 2 4Si,479 197,600 

Fortitoation? 1 S30,844 374,000 

Improvement of liitrborB 1 Stl,66a 100,257 

Improvemeut of rivers 2 737,257 700,000 

Bjcpenditures at navy yards 2 'i3.S,737 117,000 

BxpenveB of oollecting internal revenuo 6 804,479 1,070,440 

Expenditures at mints 1 263,558 3,589 

Bipenditurei at independent treasuries 489,657 18,889 

Expenses of transporting— mail eervlaa 9 967,192 3,677,808 

Pensions "1 238,902 2,811,9S0 

Total for these items #fl2,a70,0&7 $10,877,896 

Here, in a total expenditure of 873,247,953, we find less tliaii fifteen 
per cent, expended in the South, and this was an oxeeptional good 
year for it. In 1873 the table showed : 

North. South. 

Public buildings $ 4,817,932 ? 74,900 

Custom-houses 2,.'i19,a5l 683,675 

Light-houses'. 2,789,700 840,500 

Improvement of rivers and harbors ■■■- 6,727.357 1,617,129 

Navy yards 1,227,710 148,320 

Peoslons 24.468,852 2,490,000 

Total of these Items $i2 3all0" »d34<)5.J 

This year, out of expenditures of $47, 700 CSb the South h 1 1 only 
eleven per cent. , and so through every yeai ame the close of the 
Wiir. A close examination leads me to beheve that not over ten per 
eent. of the am.ount paid out by the Unite i Stites far net oidinaiy 
expenses in the nine years named was expended in the South. And 
then it must be remembered that in 1866, the first of these years, the 
Southern States had just emerged from a devaatafing war, in which 
they were the principal sufferers, with 84,000,000,000 worth of 
property in slaves and fully one-fourth as much in other property 
destroyed, while the Northern States were rich. The average popula- 
tion for these nine years was, in the North, 28,000,000 ; in the South, 
13,000,000. From this we find that there was expended by the Gen- 
eral Government in nine years, amongst 28,000,000 people, $1,725,- 
103,650, or $61.60 per capita; and in the South during the same 
time, amongst 13,000,000 people, 1191,678,183, or 114.67 per capita. 
But even this is not all. In one single item of taxes, that on cotton, 
170,000,000 was taken from the Southern States, with no correspond- 
ing tax upon the Northern ones. And to crown all, a system of 
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internal revenue taxation was conceived, wMch is illustrated in the 
ibllowing figures, showing how unequally it boars upon the various 
sections: The New England States, with 3,491,103 inhabitants, pay 
$4,031,730 internal revenue tax, which cost $165,490 to collect, and 
there was assessed against them and unp^d $761,000. Missouri, with 
. 1,721,295 people, paid 84,591,856 tax, the collection of which cost 
73,431, and there was $511,000 assessed and unpaid. Kentucky, 
with 1,321,011 people, paid $9,022,636, the collection of which cost 
$118,773, and there was of the amount assessed unpaid $898,000. 
Virginia, with 1,225,163 people, paid $7,659,639, collecting which 
cost $100,032, and tliere was unpaid of the amount assessed $271,000, 
To foimnlate these figures they would read thus : 
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Now, what do these tables show? Let us see. They show that 
the Government taxes the South per capita three or four times as 
much as it does the North, and expends per capita for necessary ex- 
penses four and a half times as much in the Nortii as it does in the 
South. I think I have pretty clearly established the assertion I made 
that if we were to go to Congress and ask that " the money be given 
to build this road, we would not ask more than justice would 
accord." 

But what are we asking? Only that Congress shall guarantee the 
interest on bonds suflfieient to build the road, and for the payment of 
that interest and principal by the road sufficient guai'antees are 
The bill drawn reads : 



Sec. 4. That tlie acceptauee of the provisions of this act by 
either of said companies shall, ipso fado, constitute a first lien or 
mortgt^e upon the respective lines of road and telegraph upon which 
such bonds are hereby authorized to be issued, with the rolling stock, 
depots, shops, fixtures, and property of every kind appertaining 
thereto, including the franchises of said companies connected there- 
with, and all the lands granted in the United States in aid thereof, 
and so much of the earnings of said companies, respectively, as may 
be required to provide for the interest, and for a sinking fund, as 
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provided in this act ; and it shall be the duty of each company, respect- 
ively, upon accepting this act, to file a mortg^o with the Secretary 
of the Interior, duly executed under its corporate seal, to secure the 
Siud bonds and the interest guaranteed by the United States, and the 
sinking fiind required to be paid under the provisions of this act ; 
which mortgage shaU be in such form as shall be approved by the ■ 
Secretary of the Treasury and the Secretary of the Interior of the 
United States ; and for the purpose of naore specifically providing for 
the interest on these bonds as it shall mature from time to time, and for 
a sinking fund sufficient, as hereinafter provided, to redeem such bonds 
at or before maturity, there shall be set apart by the said companies, 
and paid into the Ti'easury of the United States, ten days before the 
interest coupons on said bonds shall mature, and as the installments 
for the sinking fuud shall become due and payable, as follows ; 

1. The entire net cash proceeds of sales of lands granted by 
Congress* to aid in the construction of the road upon which bonds 
shall be issued under the provisions of this act. 

2. The whole amount that shall be eiUTied and be due from the 
Government of the United States for the tranapoitation of troops and 
supplies, and for its postal and telegraphic service. 

S. A sufficient amount &om the earnings of the road to make up 
each interest payment to be provided for. and also to provide a sink- 
ing fund, to commence with the year eighteen hundred and eighty- 
flve, and to continue until the year nineteen hundred, equal to one 
per centum, and thereafter two per centum per annum on tJie whole 
amount of lionda so issued and outstanding ; the payment for 
account of fund, with its accretions, to be invested annually in these 
bond? by the Secretary of the Treasury, when they ean be purchased 
at par in gold ; and when they cannot be so purchased, then in 
United States bonds, at current market value, until such payments, 
with the accretions of the fund, shall equal in value the par value at 
maturity of the bonds i'isue<l by and outstanding against each company 
under this act ; and sdl of said bonds, the interest of which is 
guaranteed under this act, purchased for the sinking fund, shall, 
when so piu-chased, be cancelled with the Government indorsement 
thereon, by the Secretary of the Treasury; but the company issuing 
them shall continue to pay the interest on all such cancelled bonds 
into the Treasury of the United States, for the purposes of the sink- 
ing fund, until such fund, with its accretions, shall, as aforesaid, 
equal in value the par value at maturity of all outhtanding bond'* 
entitled to the benefit of the fiin<l. 



,y Google 



— 117 — 

The seeond clause, above quoted, says, "the whole amount that 
shall be earned and due from the Government of the United States 
for the transportation of troops and suppHes, and for its postal and 
telegraphic service," shall be reserved by the Grovemment to pay the 
interest on the bonds guaranteed by the Government. This in itaeif 
will be more than sufficient to fully provide for tlie interest. To 
show this, I will have to refer to some things I have previously said. 
It will not be asserted that the business of tiie Government in 
transporting troops, supplies, and for postal and telegraphic services, 
will be less on the Texas Paciiio, with its several termini, than it has 
been on the Central and Union Pacific, and I have ab'eady shown that 
in the five years from 1870 to 1874 the amount paid by the Govern- 
ment to those roads for services rendered was $34,633,986, an aver- 
age of $6,936,797 per annum, and that in four years the necessary 
Grovernment expenditures on these roads increased from $4,006,877 
in 1870 to $9,918,090 in 1874, nearly two and a half times. A very- 
large proportion of the amounts expended in these years (what the 
exact proportion is can easily be arrived at by an examination of the 
accounts of the United States Treasurer) was for business seeking 
the nearest point by railroad ti'ansportation to the very coiintries 
(New Mexico and Arinona) through which the Texas Pacific would 
pass ; and the expenditure to arrive at the place of destination, after 
quitting the railroad, has been fully as much as that on the road. 

The largest possible amount of bonds that can be guaranteed under 
the proposition is $90,000,000, the annual interest on which, at five per 
centum, would be $4,500,000. The business of the Government in 
1874, on trans-continental railroads, amounted to $9,918,090— more 
than twice the sum required to pay the interest on the maximum 
amount of bonds that can be issued. At least half that business 
would necessarily go over the Texas Paeiflc road, and that alone 
would pay the interest, as the Government is authorized to retain 
ewerj/ dollar of the money earned from it by the road for the transpor- 
tation of troops and supplies, postal and telegraphic service. As the 
necessary expenditures of the Government for services on the Pacific 
roads have increased so rapidly since their construction, it is fair to 
presume that this increase will continue in about the same ratio, and 
if so, the Government expenditures alone will not only pay the inter- 
est on the bonds, but will, before their maturity, provide a fund for 
their redemption. 

I have up to this time discussed the question before us from a 
purely Souliiem stand-point. Is any one, however, so short-sighted 
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as for an instant to suppose that the building of the Texas Pacific 
would only benefit the Sonth? If there be any such, I pity their 
inability to comprehend the advantages to be derived from it. First 
of all, it will cheapen all rates of transportation across the continent, 
because it will cause a monopoly to cease to exist. The cheapening 
of rates, with the rapidity of transit, would divert much of the trade 
between Western Europe and Eastern Asia across this route, causing 
it to pay toll for crossing the American continent. This of itself 
would be of incalculable benefit to the whole country. Again, it 
would open for- settlement and dcvelopnaent a vast territory, rich in 
ever3rthing that adds to a nation's wealth. What railroads have done 
for the country east of the Mississippi river they wiU do for the coun- 
try west of it. Fifty thousand miles of railroads have been required 
to people that section, aad transport the products from its forests, 
fields and mines. The country west of the river will in time require 
as many miles of raih-oad as the countiy east of it. As the roads of 
the East have been subsidized, so must those of the West, 

I will not, however, detain this Convention to discuss these ques- 
tions. We met here to urge upon our National Legislature the pro- 
priety and necessity of giving Government aid to a line of road that 
wiU most materially assist in the work of extending the great Republic, 
a solid phalanx of States, from ocean to ocean. Gentlemen of the 
Convention, the resolutions offered here to-day — the unanimity of the 
action of this body — ^will certainly secure the object for which wo 
met. We may consider the Texas Pacific, with termini at St. Louis, 
Memphis, Vicksbiug aud New Orleans, an accomplished fact. 
Observe on that map how, from the main line, these branches extend 
to the Noi-th and South, embracing the whole country within their 
extended arms, which seem to reach as do the arms of a loving mother 
to clasp aU her children in one fond embrace. Are they not emblem- 
atic of the fact that hereafter no dissensions can arise to mar the 
harmony and blot with blood our future history ? Do not they speak 
with a voice as loud as that which shall one day waken the dead from 
their tombs, that the work of conciliation and fraternity has been 
accomplished — that there are no more ' ' bloody chasms ' ' over which 
Americans arc to clasp hands — that the gi-eat American Republic is 
once more united nmv .and forever 9 

When this work is finished, as it will be surely and speedily ; when 
the grand objects for which we are here to-day are attained; when 
everj' portion of the country east of ' ' the great river ' ' is bound 
with an iron band to the golden shores of the Pacific, it wiU be 
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us to reflect that we were here, and aided to secure such 
grand results. But then and now we should accord honor where 
honor is most due. We should rememlaer that hot for the untiring 
energy, the acknowledged abihty, and determined wiE of the Hon. 
Thomas A. Scott, there would be even no prospect of this road 
being built for years to come. When Moses, on Mount Pisgah, had 
viewed the rich land promised to his people, he raised his hands to 
ask a blessing ; but powerful as he had been, the assistance of Aaron 
and Hut was required. Our promised land is before us ; we stand 
upon its borders ready to enter in and take possession. That this 
is so we owe, as I said before, to the energy, abihty and will of 
Thomas A. Scott. Let us, then, one and aU, "hold up his hands" 
in the work, each of us to the best of his ability. Gentlemen, I 
have done. 

ULr. Smith, of Tennessee : Mr. President, there are a thousand 
orators here ; we have not time to hear them, and I want the previous 
question, and move it. 

The question was put aud the motion was carried. 

Me. ANDBRSoti, of Vii^nia; Does that cut oft' debate? 

The President ; There can be no more debate. The question is 
on the adoption of the report. 

Several Delegates : Question, question. 

The PBEsroEtTT : The question is on the ajrloption of the report of 
the Conunittee on Resolutions ; the previous question has been called 
for add sustained. 

Me. FuiEY, of St. Louia : Mr. President, there seems to be no 
objection on the part of this Convention to the resolutions ; there seems 
to be almost an unanimous opinion in favor of their adoption. I 
trust, at this st^e of the proceedings, we will not put a gag upon 
this Convention. While I favor the resolutions as presented, and 
am opposed to any amendments, yet I believe the minority should be 
respectfully heard, and voted down if occasion demands. [Ecnewed 
cries of "Question."3 

Mr. Harrison, of Texas : I have an amendment. 

The pREsnjENT : The previous question has been ordered, 

Mb. Harrison: The previous question has not been sustained. 

The President : It has been voted on. 
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Mk. Harrison: I wish to read tlie resolution: "Eesolved, That 
there be also recommended a conaeetjon of the Texas Pacific Eailroad 
with the aeiieoaat of Texas." This is conspicuoiisly just, since Texas 
is the only State that has granted a subsidy to the road, and it is the 
only State that has a seaport terminus to offer. 

Mk. Marshall, of Mississippi : I rise, if possible, to second that 
resolution; and in doing ao, I wish to make a remark. I do not 
believe that tihis respectable body is prepared to vote on those mi^nifl- 
cent resolutions which have been read to us by the Hon. Jacob Thomp- 
son this morning. I do not, for my part, propose to gag any man. I 
want to hear every delegate who has aoytJung to say. I have looked 
at that diagram up there, and I have listened to the various reports 
and propositions that have been read here, and I have wondered why 
in all this matter Galveston itself was not named. We are just about 
to adopt these resolutions by acclamation, and I wonder why St. 
Louis has not been spoken of, but has been passed in silence. The 
citizens of this place have extended to us their hospitality, and have 
spoken to us in the generous acts of a great city. We have heard it 
intimated, sir, that even Col. Scott has been in disguise in the views 
which have been read to us, and I want Col. Scott and his friends to 
be sounded to the bottom. I want to know that they introduce these 
resolutions which have been read to us, thoroughly, honestly and can- 
didly, I want to know if he is willing, as a gentleman — and I beheve 
he is willing — to risk his reputation for hundreds of centimes on the 
veracity with which he speaks in his own communication for the execu- 
tion and carrying out of the resolutions Mr. Thompson read to us ; but, 
at the same time, I am not willing that these resolutions shall be 
adopted, though I think they will be, by acclamation, until we get the 
views of some of the thousand orators on this subject ; until they have 
an opportunity to be heard in aU candor. [Applause.] Sir, I am 
from home, and a good ways from home. I am all the way from the 
city of Vicksburg, which I represent on the floor of the Convention, 
or a part of it ; from the State of Mississippi, a grand and glorious 
country, which in all her sorrow and sadness does not sit there with 
a single thread to stitch up a shroud or a shirt, but with only a plow 
to turn up to the glad sun the generous soU, and make herself, by the 
aid of this road, another gi-eat and glorious and bright gem in the 
galaxy of States of which the whole continent may be proud. I want, 
as a Mississippian, and as a citizen of "Vicksburg, because we have 
constant communication with St. Louis and Missouri, I want to be 
generous, free from any soil, any stain, any suspense, or any doubt. 
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I want lo h& manly, brave and coni-teons, and I want tJiifi thing 
in regard to this raih-oad to be (.-an-ied out in sut-h a manner that 
every man on this floor, from little Maine, way up in tliat corner 
of the diagram, to Wisconsin, shall feel proud of what has been 
achieved here, and that in order that we may all go home to execute 
the great purpose for which we are convened, I do not wish to an'ay 
any part of the country s^ainst the other, and, therefore, I do beg 
this Convention may listen patiently, though it may take two or three 
days, generously, and with toleration, sir, to a discussion of this mat- 
ter. Sir, commerce is the hocI of civilization, sind transportation is 
the soul of commerce. With these words, T sulimit — [Lnuil cries 
of "Question."] 

Mk. Habmson: I have the floor. 

The President : The gentleman will forward liis amendment. 

Several Delegates : Question, question. 

Mtt. Harrison : Gentlemen, I am not to be put down. Mr. Pres- 
ident, I just wisb to say that Texas has granted to that road twenty 
sections to the mde, and gentlemen can see how far this road runs 
through Texas ; gentlemen can look upon this map and see that for 
thousands of miles Texas has given this road twenty sections to tte 
mile — more sections of land to the mile than it has given to all of her 
own roads, all of her local roads. And it at the same time is the 
only State along the whole line of this road, until you get to New 
York, that off'ers salt-water connection and deep-sea navigation ; and 
yet, while mention is ma4e of connection eastward and southward, 
the committee have not recommended that Texas on her seacoast 
shall have a single connection. Look at that map ! Suppose, sir, 
that there is a line from the intei'section'''at Vinita of a road run- 
ning to Galveston. Look at it, gentlemen of the Convention ! Is 
it not on the natural line of trade? It is the only line of the heavy 
shipping. [Applause.] We have a road now running from Galves- 
ton to Austin, and a line from Austin to that intersection [indicating 
on the map] will not he any more than a line from one road to 
Shreveport. Why shall we not have it' I appeal to you, gentlemen 
of the Convention, to add that amendment to the resolution of the 
committee. The Texas delegation will stand, at least, as Joshua 
did, and it shall command of you 'to stand still, because it can say 
to yon, and win say to you, that unless yon make this concession 
you shall not have a foot of hei- land ; no foot of land will she give. 
She will give it to the Galveston branch, and by adding twenty to 
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sixteen makes thirty-six sections of land to tlie mUe, and that wiU 
build her road in spite of you. 

Seveeai, Delegates : Read the resolution. 

The President then read the resolution offered by Mr. 
Harrison, of Texas. 

Mb, GtAKNEr: Mr. President, I have no objeetion to Galveston, 
but I wish merely to state that Texas was represented on the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions ; that eommittee made an unanimous report, 
and I wish to lay the amendment on the table, and on that motion to 
move the previous c[ue8tion. 

Me. Stemmon, of Texas : I offer the following as an amendment 
to the report, or as a substitute for tlie amendment offered by the 
gentleman ft'om Texas (Mr. Harrison) : Strite out the word " Shreve- 
port,", wherever it ocears in the resolution reported by the committee, 
and insert "the Mississippi river at such point as Congress may 
prescribe." 

The Peesirent : I think tiiat resolution is out of order. It is not 
germain to the amendment as offered by the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. Harrison). [Applause.] 

A Delegate : I have an amendment to offer to the original resolu- 
tion. 

The President : It is not in order. There is now one pendingj 
and it is not in order unless it is an amendment to tlie amendment. 

Another Dei^gate ; I move to lay it on the table. 

The PEEBn>ENT: That wiU carry the whole report if the motion 
prevails. 

Me. Marbhau. : WiU it be in order to move that the Convention go 
into Committee of the Whole, under the five-minute rule, to disenss 
this question ? Let the previous question be regarded as agreed to 
and go into Committee of the Whole on the report and the amendment 
to the report, with the understanding that at Uie hour of one o'clock 
we will come to a vote and allow any gentleman to speak live minutes 
on the subject, and that we will vote at one o'clock precisely on the 
amendment and the report. 

The Peesident: It is undoubtedly in order for the Convention to 
make sueh an order. Gentlemen of the Convention, a motion is 
made that the Convention resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole 
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to consider the report and amendment, under the rule prescribing 
flve-miniite speeches to delegates, with the undei'standing that the 
Convention will vote on the report and the amendment at one o'clock 
precisely. 

The question was put, the roll of States beirifi; called, and 
the vote resulted : ayes, 14 ; noes, 16, as follows : 

Yeas — Alabama, California, Georgia, lUinois, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, Miesonri, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin — total, 14. 

Nays — -Arizona, Arkansas, District of Colnmhia, Indiana, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, North Cai-olina, Ohio, Virginia, Wyoming — total, 16. 

The aniiotincement of the vote was received with ap- 
plause. 

Me. Smith, of Tennessee : I rise to inquire whether it would be 
in order to move that all speeches be limited to five minutes? If so, 
I make that motion. 

The question was put and the motion was carried. 

The President: Gentlemen, the question is now on the amend- 
ment offered by the gentleman from Texas (Mr. Harrison). 

A Delegate ; I lan not from Texas, hut I do think that Texas 
should have an opportunity of explaining the change the member 
from Texas wishes to make, and I propose that he talie the stand and 
in five minutes explain what he wishes. I have had some eonveraa- 
tion with delegates from Texas, and I tliink it important that they 
should have an opportunity to explain their wLahes to tlie Convention. 
I hope the gentleman will take the stand and address the Convention. 

Another Delegate: I rise to a point of order. It, is, tliat this 
Convention has already adopted as a rule that all resolutions sliall be 
referred to the Committee on Resolutions." That committee has 
reported, and it is too late now for the ofifeiing of any resolution. 
These resolutions must go to the Committee on Resolutions before 
tliey can be considered by the Convention. 

Mr. Mabsh4i,l, of Mississippi : I then propose as an amendment— 
since it seems to be not rulable, according to the gentleman's under- 
standing, for gentlemen to go on the platfonn without a formal reso- 
lution — tliat Col. HaiTison be invited to llie stand or table, where he 
can he heard five minutes. 



,y Google 



— 124 — 

The Pkesidrnt : The question of orcTer is raised to tiie effect that 
the present amendment is out of order, on the ground that the Con- 
vention idopted a, resolution requiring that all resolutions offered be 
referred without debate to the Committee on Resolutions. The Chair 
is of the opinion that that applies only to tbe resolutions offered prior 
to the time when that (.ommittee made its report, and that it is in the 
power of the Convention to amend the report of the committee. 

Mk. Akdeksok, of Virginia : I understaud the motion now before 
the Convention is the amendment of tiie gentleman from Texas to 
the report of the Committee ou Resolutions. 

The President : That is it. 

Mk. Andekson: I desire, sir, to say one word on that question, 
Mr. Chairman. I intend to vote for the amendment of the gentleman 
from Texas [applause], and I desire, sir, to name but two reasons In 
favor of that vote. Virginia desires and intends to vote for that 
amendment, fti-st, because she thinks it is just to Texas, and, second, 
because she thinks it is politic so to do. 

Mk. HiLE, of Texas: I desire to make this statement. Of course 
tlie amendment of the gentleman (Mr. Harrison) I shall favor, and 
shall vote for it, but I desire to add here ray owu opinion in regard 
to it. The resolution reported by the committee, as well as the 
amendment of the gentleman from Texas, encumbers this whole ques- 
tion with entirely too many outside issues. [Applause.] If the Gov- 
ernment could do everything we want done, all these things might 
be added, but I am of the opinion that when we go before Congi-css 
to accomplish the one grand object of this Convention — the construc- 
tion of the Texas and Pacific Railroad — we should go there with that . 
question and that alone. [Applause.] Otherwise we might have a 
thousand branches, and every man would want a road to his own 
door, or even to riin.to the kingdom of heaven. [Laughter.] I want 
one, of course, in that clirection [laughter], but at the same time we 
cannot encumber this question with every road that a man wants, and 
I am therefore opposed to it because we want too many branches ; 
and if you do have your brnnches, I shall vote for the branch from 
Galveston, like my friend from Texas. 

Mk. Wright, of California; Mr. Pi'esident, I shall vote for the 
amendment, but only for one reason, and that is the last reason given 
by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr, Anderson) ; that is, because it 
is politic. 
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Mr. Hakrison, of Texas : Mr, President, can I be permitted to 
point out some localities on the map? 

The Pkesident : The gentleman can occupy the stand five min- 
utes. [Mr. Harrison then came forward on the platform.] 

Me. Haeeison: Gentlemen of the Convention, i; will not make a 
Speech, but I will point out to you some localities upon this map 
which I tliink yon wOl have in yom- eyes when you vote. Here, is 
Galveston [indicating a point on the map] with a fine commodious 
harbor. There is Austin, the capital of tiie State, with a railroad 
now running from Galveston to Austin. There is Vinita [indicating] . 

Sbvekal Deijigates : Oh, no. 

Me. Haeeison: A line of intersection from this point to Galves- 
ton would be as short aa the intersection from Vicksburg or Shreve- 
port to Monroe. Memphis already has her connection, one of her 
own selecting. 

A Deijjgate ; She built it herself. 

Me. Harkisou', of Texas : Texas is giving twenty sections of six 
hunclred and forty acres from that point [indicating] to this one. 
You can see how far it is. I have not got time to take a pencil and 
make the calculation. It is almost an empire of land that Texas is 
giving to this road — the only State, gentlemen, that has given it one 
single section, and the only State in which a salt-water terminus can 
be found. 

Mb. Turner, of California: Where is California, Colonel? Isn't 
there any salt water there ? 

Mr. Harrison : That is already fixed. 

Me, Leach : Does not California give anything to the Texas and 
Pacific road ? 

Me. Hakrison : I am spealdng of this side of the mountains. 

Mit. Leach : You say Texas is the only State that has given any- 
thing? 

Mif. Harrison: I admit the correction, Cahfornia is giving it 
land — any amount of it ; I don't know how much — but, gentlemen, 
I think justice to Texas requires that she should have more from this 
road than a mere line of passenger depots stationed at different points 
through the State where ijeople can get their dinners ; and I think 
not many would get their dinners on that route. This passes beyond 
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the settlements of Texas, and people would not go that road. But 
you see how sti-aight this road from Galveston is. There we have 
shippmg direct from Europe, sufficient to accommodate all the trade 
of the West. I beg of you, gentlemen, to look upon tliia map and 
cast your votes with that in view. 

Mr. McCartt, of Vicksburg : I desire to ask the Colonel, before 
he leaves the platform, if Galveston has not at the present moment 
a railroad coimeeting with the railroad that you speak of ? 

Mr. Harbison: Yes, air. 

Mr. McCakty: Then if she has got a railroad connection at the 
present time, why does ahe seek to overload this project and make 
the tail of the dog a good deal larger than the dog itself? [Laughter.] 
Now I will ask the Colonel another question. We hear a great deal 
here very strongly put by gentlemen from Texas with reference to 
Texas having given twenty sections per mile to this road ; that is 
admitted. It had to be done by her for the purpose of building that 
road. The State of Texas, through its Governor and Legislature, said 
they wordd give twenty sections, but they wanted the road. That is 
all they asked ; and now these gentlemen come here and ask us to 
overload this project with another, giving conneotion with Galveston 
—a connection that the State of Texas, in its official capacity, 
through its Governor and Legislature, never asked for. 

Mb. Topp, of Memphis : I did not come up here to oppose any 
gentleman's scheme, especially from the South, but I wish to say, 
in regard to this last amendment, that I oppose it, and will give you 
my reasons. The first- argument presented by the gentleman from 
Texas is tliis — that Texas has given twenty sections per mile. Well, 
sn I have this to sav with legaid to that gift, that without this road 
it am t worth thiee diied apple d — ns [Gieat langhter ] Anothei 
reason is, ind I want you gentlemen of the Contention to remember 
it that Texas is the ont^ State in this Union that comes id owning 
e^ery foot of land, and that has enough and moie than enough to 
buUd all her roads whcie^ m all othei States the land belongs to 
tlie Geneial Government 

Mk Turner, of S^n Fiancisco I will detiin the C mention 
but a iingle moment We all desue this loal to be bu It wi aie 
all glad to lia\e it go to Galveston Memphis, Vicksbuig &t Louis 
New loik Chaikston md Pverywheie It is a question of pobcy 
and wise iction Now we could pass this resolution heie but ne 
wish this lull to be ^ i< ls ful m C angtcss 1 1] e m> woid foi it 
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you cannot pass the bill in Congress if yon load it down with this 
additional resolution. [Applause.] Look at it a moment; it 
involves the construction of five hnndred miles of additional railroad 
through the noble State of Texas; that involves a cost of $20,000,000 
additional of money. Congress will not pass this bill if it is so loaded 
down. Let it remain as it is, and then it wilt be passed by great 
effort, gi'eat labor and great diligence. We hope it will be passed ; we 
believe it will be passed. The gentleman from Texas effectually kills 
the road — kills the main proposition— by this addition. God bless the 
State of Texas and her beautiful lands ; she got them from the 
General Government and she is welcome to them ; that is all right, 

Seveeal Delegates : No, no. 

Mk. Turner : She fought gallantly for them ; the people of the 
whole country helped her ; the Lone Star State we love and admire. 
We never can forget the Alamo, 

A Delegate : Yon did not help her ; she did it herself. 

Mr. Tokner: We will drop that; it is a side issue. It seems to 
me it is better to defeat the resolution in kindne^, hoping some day 
to go farther. Let us stick to the resolutions as reported, stop 
where the resolutions do, and we can accomphsh all that the gentle- 
man desires ; passing this resolution, we defeat the whole matter. 
[Applaiise.] 

Mr, HiGGifTS, of Texas : Mr. President, I had no idea of making 
any remarks on this question, but, sir, when the gentleman fi'om San 
Francisco (Mr, Turner) says that Texas derivei her land from the 
Genera] Government — 

Seveeai. Delegates : He took that back. 

Mk, Higgins : Texas, sir, derives her land by the blood of her 

The President ; She derived them from Mexico. [Laughter and 
applause.] 

Mb. Hig&ins : She won them on the plains of San Jacinto by the 
blood of her citizens. It was there, gentlemen, that Texas won her 
lands, and not fi-om the General Government, and her lands pertcan 
to her ; they belong to her under the annexation treaty. Sir, we 
retain our lands under that treaty. We have the right to these lands 
to-day, and no power on earth can take an acre of that land from 
us ; when it goes, it goes with her own free will. We granted this 
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subsidy, sir, to the Pacific Eailroad ; we did it, sir, not only for tlie 
boiieflt of Texas, but for the benefit of the whole Govemment, The 
State fought, sir, for this great thoroughfare by giving this grand 
donation to the road, and we thought we were benefiting not our own 
State only, but the other States of the Union, and that act remains 
to-day as a solemn fact ; but, sir, if you deprive us of the right that 
remains to the original State — ^if sir, by the action of Congi'ess, you 
deprive us of the right that pertains to us as a State — ^we will cer- 
tainly, sir, as a State, as an independent, sovereign State of this 
Union, reclaim those lands and bestow them in the direction where 
they belong. 

Several Det-ewates: Time, time. 

Me. Snowben, of Pennsylvania : It seems to me, Mr. President, 
that the gentleman from Texas, who has just taken his seat, has not 
represented tlie State be is supposed to represent to-day. in the state- 
ment he has uttered. Does he mean to say that the State of Texas 
will withdraw her grant of land for the building of this great highway 
acro^ the continent, because, in the wisdom of this Convention, it 
was not deemed prudent to load down the measure with small branches 
from one point to another ? 

Several Delegates : No, no. 

Mit. Snowden : Does he mean to befittle this great enterprise with 
little jealousies and little rivakies, and to say that because this Con- 
vention wiU not recommend a road from Galveston to some point, or 
from Waco to some point in Texas, that thei'efore the State of Texas 
will resolve to take hack her land ? I say I do not believe it. 1 believe 
that the people of the Southwest desire one great iiigbway to the 
Pacific, and 1 know and believe that highway will be built, and can 
he built, by the people of the country iiniting in such action as will 
accomplish the result. [Loud applause,] But, Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen of the Convention, if you load this measure down with 
branches from one poipit to another, then I say this Convention, 
assembled as it is from the different States of the Union, will have 
utterly failed in its piu-pose. You can pass just such resolutions as 
you choose, but when you come to ask Congress to do all the work 
the gentlemen in different localities seem to desire to have done, you 
ask Congre^ to do what never will be done, and you destroy the 
great work that your people have been elaborating for years, and 
you inflict on the State of Texas and the country irreparable injury. 
[Loud applause,] 
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Me. Jones, of Kentucky: Mr. President, I rise, air, to make a 
a suggestion to the gentleman from Texas, rather than to speak to the 
amendment altogether. Now, sir, like many gentlejmen that haye 
spoken, especially like the gentleman from Virginia, I am disposed 
to vote for the amendment, and say fui'ther, sir, tliat, having the 
honor to be a member of the present Congress (honor or dishonor, 
whichever it maybe) [laughter], I, sir, desire to cast ray vote and 
to give my influence towards the amendment of the gentleman from 
Texas. Texas, sir, is in one sense the wheel-horse of this great 
enterprise. But, sir, we should be cautious how we attach amend- 
ments to the resolutions already read, and I would beg my friend 
from Texas to beai- in mind that the resolutions do not constitute the 
bill which is to be offered to Congress in behalf of this great enter- 
prise. [Applause.] These resolutions will-be considered, as a matter 
of course, but the bill may be differently worded, and therefore I 
would suggest to my friend in all good fatth, and with the highest alle- 
giance to the South, and to the State of Texas particularly, to with- 
draw his amendment. [Applause.] For this reason, Mr. President: 
if it he possible, according to the complexion of the nest Congress, to 
insert your amendment to give yon a road to Galveston, we can do it 
jaat as well without your amendment feeing attached to this resolution 
as with it. I, for one, would go for it in the Congress of the United 
States. But it is politic, MrL President and gentlemen of the Con- 
vention, as has been said by many gentlemen who have spoken, not 
to load down these resolutions — not to make them a bugbear to Con- 
gress. At the inception of the question let us go cautiously. I would 
ask the Convention to take the resolutions as they ai-e, without anj' 
amendment [applause], and when theyai-e presented to the Congress 
of the United Stat-es, if it is possible, I would say to the gentleman 
from Texas who desires the insertion of this amendment to give them 
a terminus of this road where I think there ought to be one, that we 
can give it to you just as well without that amendment being inserted 
in the resolutions as we can with it ; therefore, for prudence and for 
policy, I would suggest to my friend to withdraw his amendment. 

Mk. Haukison : Mr. President, may I make an explanation? The 
gentleman asks me to withdraw my amendment. 

Tue Pkesident : The gL;ntleman can decline or insist, whichever 
he chooses. The gentleman has no right to occupy the attention of 
the Convention under the rule. 

Mr. HAKftiS0!T : I decline to withdraw it, sir. 

Mil. Stemmon, of Texas : I desire to state, Mr. President, that I 
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am a Texan and I am in favor of Galveston, as a matter of course. 
However, I am opposed to the resolution of my friend, Mr. Harrison. 
I have, however, but a few words to say. We have in our delegation 
here, sir, an old San Jacinto soldier, a man who fought at San Ja«into, 
. and we appointed, sii-, a committee of Texas people and Louisiana 
people, and a good many from Arkansas, as we came along together; 
we appointed a eommittee of fifteen, of which this old San Jacinto 
soldier (who was also a General in the late unpleasantness) was 
chairman, and we agreed that any man who mentioned the claims of 
any locality in this Convention, to be considered by the Convention, 
should receive, at the hands of that committee, thirty-nine lashes. 
[Laughter and applause.] I do not propose to visit that on my 
friend over there. I beg, however, as the gentleman who preceded 
me has expressed the wish, that he wiU withdraw liis resolution, and 
I wish to make this further remark, and I desire this Convention to 
remember it, and that is, that Congress will not be bound by what 
this Convention may aay, but will exercise its own judgment. Why, 
sir, the act of Congress chartering the Texas and Pacific Railway 
Company, makes it commence at Marshall, Texas, and run to San 
Diego. The resolution of this eommittee— friends of mine have 
endeavored to explain it to me, but they do not seem to understand it 
yet — the resolutions of the committee say commencing at Shreveport, 
Louisiana. Now I wish to call the attention of the Convention to 
the fact that if you make it other than a Texas corporation, your 
enterprise— why, sir, you will affect this munificent donation made, 
and which the gentleman over the way (Mi-. Topp, of Tennessee) 
characterized as not worth three dried apples. [Laughter.] 

Gen. Pbeston, of Kentucky r Mr. President, I recognize the force 
of the views presented by the gentleman from Texas (Mr. Harrison), 
Texas, sir, won these lands before the United States had aiij^hing to 
do with them. Her people derived title to them by tlie highest of 
all human documents — their own blood. [Applause.] This was 
anterior to her connection with the United States, and she holds them 
to-day hy the sacred faith of the treaty of San Jacinto, and that must 
be im-iolable to us. I beg the gentleman from Texas to understand 
that the remarks I am about to offer can spring from no unldndoess 
to the State of Texas. We all recognize the liberality of the munifi- 
cent grant of that State, and we can see the anteriority of the title it 
holds in connection with that grant. But our committee has reported ; 
if we add this amendment, as is apparent from the temper of the 
Convention, we will be apt to complicate affairs, and I concur in the 
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opinion of the geiillcman from Kentucky <_Mr. Jones') that it might 
produce great embarrassment. Now we arc on the verge of coming 
to a Tote. Let us consult as to how tliiit vote shall be cast to beat 
subserve the object we have in view, I must consult my own delega- 
tion, of which I am chairman, for the subject is of such import- 
ance that I will not exercise the authority with which tliey have 
clothed me, without first ascert-aining their individual views. How- 
ever strong may be my sympathy with Texas for many causes, I will 
not say more than that I think it would be advisable not to hazard a 
vote upon this amendment. I think the gentleman from Kentucky 
(Mr, Jones), who is now a member of Congress, has expressed the 
true sentiment in regard to the matter, and I trust the gentleman 
from Texas wiU withdraw hia amendment. , , . 

Mr, Hakeison: It would gratify me exceedingly to comply with 
tlie request of the distinguished gentleman from Kentucky, a^ no one 
reveres or admires him, or the gentlema,n fi-om Virginin, more than I 
do ; I appreciate their expressions of good-will, and am thankful for 
them, but, in justice to my State, I must ii^ist on my amendment. 
It wUl take no longer to vote it down than to withdraw it, 

Mk. Anbebson, of Virginia : I could not hear the gentleman from 
Texas, I wish to know whether he withdraws his amendment. 

The Pmbsidbnt : He insists on his amendment, 

Mk, Anderson : I rise, tJien, Mr. President, to ask the gentleman, 
as one of his iriends, to withdratt his resolution, fApplause,] I 
have ha4 a consultation with the delegation from Vu-ginia, and I find 
that that delegation consider themselves committed to the report of 
the committee, and I am under inatructions now to say that they will 
cast the vot« of Virginia against the gentleman's amendment. 
[Applause,] I therefore unite with the gentleman from Kentucky 
in calling upon the gentleman fi'om Texas to consult his best interests 
and witiidraw liis amendment, as, if ho insists on it, he wiil force many 
of his friends to vote against it. 

Mk. Pierce, of Indiana : I think it is obvious at this time to every 
member of the Convention, that the consumption of time in this man- 
ner is worse than folly. If our vote is to commend itself to tbe 
country, and secure that consideration and respect which we have a 
right to demand, I think wc should vote down this amendment and 
adopt the report of the committee. 

A DEI.E&ATE, of Texas : I move that we postpone the vote on this 
question until three o'clocli. 
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Mil. Hjggjns : As a delegate from Texas, I move that we postpoue 
it till doomsday. 

Mk. Gakner, of Tennessee : I move to lay tlie aiaendment on the, 
table. 

Mr. Kidd, of Texas; As a representative from Texas, represent- 
ing the votes, I Uiinlc, of a majority of the delegation from that Stat«, 
I have this to say, sir, that we ask that no particular favor be extended 
to ns on the part of this Convention. What we demand is the main 
trunk line, and when that is made we can meet it. Texas asks no 
other favor, 

Mr. Thompson, of Texas; Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the 
Convention, I am from Texas ; I liave lived in Texas neaily twenty 
yeai's. I represent the northern part of Texas, and I want to say to 
yon that Texas is divided on this amendment. There is a large por- 
tion of the people of Texas who do not wish to trammel this great 
enterprise by tacking on to the report this amendment. [Applause.] 
I shall vote against the amendment and for the main line. I do not 
want to trammel Congress with all these propositions. 

Mk. Sumner, of Texas-: I wish to say to the Convention, that I 
am a delegate from the whole State of Texas, and it is veiy evident 
to me that the incorporation of Ihis amendment in the report will 
have the effect to defeat it or very materially damage the general 
result. [Applause.] As a member from Texas, I shall vote against 
the amendment. [Renewed applause.] 

Mk. West, of Texas : Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I came here 
— [cries of "Question"] I came here at the caU of the Executive 
Board of St. Louis, to assist in building a main trunk line from Fort 
Worth and San Diego. I take it that the object for which we are 
assembled here is to make peace and concord between the upper and 
lower portions of this country. I am a native of South Carolina. 
This is my second visit North. My first visit was on foot from Rich- 
mond to Gettysbui^ on a nusdon of wai-, with a musket in my hand ; 
my second visit is to St. Louis, and I trust in Gtod it is a mission of 
peace. The delegation from Texas had a meeting this morning ; my 
friend Col, Hariison presented his resolution in that meeting, and I 
vof«d agsnnst it. Individually, my sentiment was agidnst it, and for 
the sake of hai-mony and union I believe it should be voted down. I 
say this in due deference to the views of tlie gentleman from Texas, 
and in deference to th« views of a gentleman whose name I have been 
taught to worship since William C. Preston taught me my first lessons 
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in South Carolina College. For the reasons wliich I liave stated, aiifi a 
hundred others whi<;h my E^e and other things would suggest, and in 
deference to the many gray hairs which I see before me, I bow to 
what I believe to be the express desire of this Convention, and shall 
vote against the amendment individually. 

Mr. Socssy, of Georgia: I have heard a gentleman say that he 
represents the whole State of Texas. I think I represent the State of 
Georgia, and I may say that Georgia wants to vote to build up Texas ; 
Georgia wants this great national line ; and although I stand here 
nominally to represent Geoi^ia, I stand here also representing this 
nation. [Applause.] I do not want to speak more than a minute 
or two, but I do want to come to some conclusion and not allow the 
delegates from Texas to take up so much of the time of this Conven- 
tion. I want to come to a vote, and with that purpose move the 
previous questioa. [Applause.] 

The motion for the previous CLuesCion was carried by the 
following vote; 

Ayes — Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, Caiifoi'nia, District of Colum- 
bia, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentncky, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New York, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, South (.'arolina, Texas, Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming- 
total, 30. 

Thb Pkbsident: The question now is upon the adoption of the 
resolution offered as an amendment to the report of the committee. 

The question was put and the amendment was lost by 
the following vote: 

Ayes — Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin — total, 14. 

Nays — Arizona, California, District of Columbia, Indiana, Kan- 
sas, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, Nevada, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, Noi-th Carolina, Ohio, Virgina, Wyoming — total, 16. 

The Peesidewt : The question now is upon the adoption of the 
resolutions. reported by the committee. 

A Delegate: I move that the vote be talien on the resolutions 
seriatiTn. 

Several Delegates : No, no. 
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The same Delegate : I have tbe floor, and I will be heard. 

The Pbeshjent : Debate is out of order, the call for the previous 
question having been sustained. 

Me. Jones, of Kentucky : I move that the resolutions be adopted 
by acclamation. 

The Pkesident : The order is to talie the vote by States. 

The roll of the States was called and the resolutions 
were adopted by the following vote : 

Ayes— Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, District of Colnm- 
bia, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New York, New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, South Carolina, Texas, Virgmia, Wisconsin, Wyoming 
—total, 30. 

INVITATION TO HON, RICHARD W. THOMPSON TO ADDRESS THE 
CONVENTION. 

Mr. St. Gem, of Missouri : Mr, President, I notice on the floor 
of this Convention the Hon. lUcbard W. Thompson, of Indiana, who 
was a distinguished member in the Convention of 1849, and who 
addressed that Convention together with Thomas H, Benton and 
Stephen A. Douglas. I move that the Hon. Richard W., Thompson 
be invited to address this Convention, 

Me, Gaenbk, of Tennessee: Will the President announce the 
vote? 

The President ; The vote has been announced ; the resointions 
have been unanimously adopted. Allow me to suggest to the Con- 
vention that a motion has been made to invite the Hon, Richard W. 
ThomiTson to address the Convention. Is it the pleasure of the Con- 
vention to hear him? Taking it for granted that it, is, I have the 
pleasure of presenting to you the Hon, Richard W. Thompson, who 
will now address you. 

SPEECH OF HON. R, W. THOMPSON. 

Mk, Pkesident and Gentlemen op the Convention;- — I did not 
come to this city with the expectation or purpose of making a speech. 
I iiave been a long time identified with this great work. I was a 
member of the Convention which met in this city in 1849, when we 
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declared to thi; countij tl it tl t i itio iiJ mtcre'it& le^uimd the con- 
struction of a railroad to the P-u-ific Oceiu fApilause.] There 
were some differences ol oi itiioii among the membei's of that Couven- 
tion, but the great idea which we expiesse 1 to the ooiiiitiy was that 
which I have announced fhe Congress of the United States has 
recognized that idea hy repeated a*ts of lesislatKMi The people of 
the eonntry have acquiesced m it and it Las become a part of the 
settled policy of this Goveiiiment that nhatevei is necessaiy to be 
done in order to develop oni nationil commerce and to malse us the 
great leading nation of the world it is the dutj of the National Gov- 
ernment to do. [Applause. J 

If, in the eonsti'uction of the works wliich have been ah'eady made 
by the grants of national subsidies, the public necessity has been fuUy 
answered, we could not ask of the Congress of the United States that 
they should give us additional assistance. But there is nothing more 
easily demonstrable than the fact that the roads already constructed 
do not answer that necessity, TApplanse.] The country requires 
something more— the whole counti-y requires something more — and 
the great question for the Ameiican people to decide now is what that 
something shall be. If we desire to conti-ol the great and desirable 
commerce of India, and compel the great commercial nations of the 
earth to be in any degi'ce contiibutory to us, we mi^t answer all the 
demands of that commerce by doing wliatsoever shall be required to 
be done [applause] ; and if ite wants are not accommodated, in my 
opinion the National Government has no right to stop short of their 
accommodation. [Applause.] But it does not matter to me, sir, 
whether, in doing that, Texas or Louisiana or Arkansas or Mississippi 
or Missouri is aided; because by building such a work the entire 
nation is benefited. [Cries of "Good!" and applause.] I am not 
disposed to look at this question in its local or sectional aspects, I 
have heard enough jn the coui-se of my life of the diverse interests of 
the different sections of this countiy. [Loud applause.] I don't 
know of sections. There is, sir, to my mind, no visible line between 
them. [Applause.] "We are aJl one people, for weal or for woe. 
[Applause.] And if but the other day there was an estrangement 
between us, to-day, sir, the bright sunshine of peace has dispelled it 
[applause], and we are assembled here like a band of brethren to 
administer for the interests of the best and most powerful nation 
upon earfh, [Applause.] I^et us, therefore, sir, not stop to consider 
whether this section or that section is to be benefited, but let us do 
whatsoever is necessary to be done to develop the vast c 
this country. [Applause] 
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Ill the, Conveiitiou of 1849, which mot here, and which was com- 
posed, perhaps, of not so many representative men as there are 
assem))lecl here to-day, but some men distinguished for eminence 
and for their services to the countiy, I then expressed the tliought 
which I am about to utter now— ttiat, in my deliberate opinion, tliere 
is no raih-oad to the Pacific Ocean which can be constructed, answer- 
ing ail the ends of such a work, but one in or upon the 32d parallel of 
latitude. [Applause.] My mind from that day to this has under- 
gone no change, but the more I have thought of it, the more 1 have 
read about it, and the more I have seen, the stronger and stronger 
havebecomemyeonvietionstliat I wasriglit atthestart. [Applause.] 
And the reason is thia ; It is utterly impossible to overcome those 
difficulties which nature has thrown in the way on the Northern line. 
You cannot contend against her sturms. You may surmount her 
mountain peaks by the intervention of human ingenuity ; you may 
overcome many of her embajrasfments, but you cannot hold her 
storms in the hollow of your hand. [Ap[;lause.] And she will pour 
down her snows irpon your railroad trains just so long as you shall 
attempt to defy them. But when you come into the region of tlie 
country along the 32d parallel of latitude, you have the finest climate 
in the world. [Applause.] There are no snow-storms to overcome, 
and every week and every day, and every hour in the year, your steam 
horse may pass from one extent of the Union to ttie other. Your 
steam horae can never be arrested in his course. Therefore, sir, you 
have answered the ends of commerce far better by the construction 
of such a work than upon any other line which can by any possibility 
be adopted. 

Now, then, the plain, practical question for the American people to 
decide is, is such a work national? Now the idea which fills mymind 
in reference to the action of this Convention this morning is this : If 
you will look at that line of road from San Diego to the East, you 
will find that when it reaches Shreveport it fails to accommodate the 
interests and necessities of a large portion of the country. Hence, 
your Committee on Business and Resolutions were compelled to give 
to that line which might have some local aspects a national feature. 
Therefore they extended a branch to Memphis, so that by communi- 
cation with the roads which pass through Tennessee and Kentucky, 
North Carolina and Virginia, it might assume a national aspect in 
that direction ; and f^mn, by a road to Vicksburg, and another to 
New Orleans, taking in the whole southern extent of country, making 
tiicm what we are oui-selves — prosperoiis by means of facilities of rail- 
road intercommunication. [Applause.] There is something grand. 



,y Google 



in the idea, and there is something whioli malics it even more pecu- 
liai'ly grand in the tim.e in which tliat idea is sent forth to the woiid. 
[Applause.] We are here really upon a mission of peaee. These 
Southern States are jnst as mneh entitled as the Northern States to 
the protection and fostering care of the Government. [Applause.] 
Whatever they may have been yesterday, to-day the old. flag is ours, 
and we all honor it.. [Applause,] And wheresoever there is a por- 
tion of the people of this country who are unahle of themselves, 
whether liy misfortune or otherwise, to aid in the development of the 
great agiicultural, manuiacturing and commercial resources which 
they possess, I hold that it is the duty of their countrymen elsewhere, 
who have the means, to come to their assistance. [Applause.] The 
South caimot bnild rjulroads ; we know it. She has Hie enterprise, 
the intelligence, the honor and the cliivalry, but they do not buOd 
railroads. [Applause.] The wealth which she possessed is gone. 
We are rich. We have our immense fields with their vast products 
and our extended commerce ; and every dollar that we add to their 
wealth but extends oui-s. [Applause.] 

Now, sirs, it so happens that Providence has provided that along 
upon the 32d parallel of latitude that great article of cotton alone 
should he produced. How far the cotton regions extend towards the 
Pacific 1 do not know. It may be that with m-igalion in the valley 
of the MesiUe it may extend all the way, and I trast in God it may ; 
but we know that the vast fields of Texas are annually increasing her 
cotton crop, and I believe that out of the increased product of that 
great crop we may be enabled to secure a better and a more extended 
control over the commerce of the world than by any other of the 
products of oiu' soU. [Applause.] 

I read in history that the old jealousy of England towards this coun- 
try exhibited itself in the expenditure of four or five hundred millions 
of dollars to raise cotton in India to rival ours in lie markets of the 
world ; and I read also in the liistory of tlie present that in this she 
has failed, because Providence has not given to Lidia either so desir- 
able soil or climate for the production of that ai-ticle as it has to us, 
and we are enabled to-day to go into the markets of Liverpool and sell 
our manufactured cotton cheaper than she can herself, [Applause,] 

Now if we should succeed by the extension of this railroad to the 
PafiHc Ocean, in increasing our cotton product one or two hundred 
fold, we will have demonsti-ated to England that her expenditure in 
India is profitless, and instead of our buying from her the manu- 
factured article, and exchajiging the raw material for it, she wUl have 
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to boy the nianufsw;tiu-ed article from iis wUith yc liaie imile out of 
our own raw material. [Applause.] And, gn, tLe cottoa of India 
will liave been wasted, and the India people will be tuimng their 
attention to the development of that great wealth which civilization 
for centuries has been seeking to acquire And then, when that time 
shall come, the grand problem will be solved, and it will not only be 
demonstrated that CoUimbus was right when he said, " If you want to 
go to the East you must start westward," but itwiU demonstrate tliat 
Pi'ovidence has preserved this cotton, virgin as it was, for a race of 
people fused from all the nations of the earth, who by their intelli- 
gence, their enei^ and their enterprise, would be enabled to rise up 
and to become the controlling power of all the world. [Applause.] 
And then, if we shall be true to ourselves, we shall not only carry along 
with us our commerce and our flag, but we ahaU carry along to all the 
nations of the earth the great idea of man's capacity to govern him- 
self, [Applause.] And we shall cany our Chi-istianity and our 
civilization, and it may come to pass in the course of the future, 
when you and I, sir [pointing to Gien. Preston], have passed away, 
and when our children shall take the places which we fill, it may come 
to pass that by means of these very Pacific Railroads which we are now 
proposing to build, we shall have belted this entire earth with our 
influence, until the light of our example shall have been shed upon 
the pathway of every nation upon earth, and we will be blessed by 
coming generations for having preserved aa their inheritance the vast 
work of oar fathers, [Loud applause.] 

I said to you at the outset that I did not come here to make a 
speech. I am a practical man, long since retired from active Kfe, 
enjoying my own domestic quiet. But there have rushed into my 
mind since I came here a class of thoughts which I would not hush if 
I could. Tears ago in active life I met a class of gentlemen in the 
great struggle for pohtical ascendancy, from whom I have been sepa- 
rated for many long years. I find them- here to-day. To these men 
I extend the hand of fraternal greeting. [Applause.] I say to them 
that although circumstances may have called us apart for a while, we 
are now with our arms interlocked pursuing that grand highway of 
national honor and reputation, by which alone this nation can be built 
up. [Applause.] And, sir, let the remnant of your life and mine 
[pointing to Grcn. Pre8ton]^for we have spent its early years in the 
service of the country — let the remainder of your life and mine 
demonstrate to our posterity that when we have gone we have left to 
them a glorious work to be achieved — the work of taking cai-e of 
those institutions which our fathers formed, and of planting deeper 
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and deeper in American soil the pillars of the old Union, that they 
may rise up higher and higher towards tlie heavens, and that the 
light which shall go ont from them stall become with each revolving 
season brighter and brighter nntil all the earth shall recognize man's 
capacity to govern himself. [Loud and prolonged applause.] 

■ SPEECH OF COL, ROBERTSON TOPP. 

Mr. Topp, of Tennessee: Gentlemen of the Convention, I rise 
to make a request which I hope nobody will oppose. It is this : you 
do not know me, and I do not Imow many of you ; but I have studied 
and thought about this thing, and have prepared what 1 think is a most 
excellent argument upon the whole subject-matter, although yon, per- 
iiapa, may differ with me in that respect. I intended to have delivered 
it to the Convention, but now I want the privilege of doing as they 
do in Congress, where they manufacture a great many public men ; 
that is, that you will consider the speech as spoken, and that I may 
have it published with the general proceedings. I trust you will allow 
me to do that. [Laughter and applause.] 

The President : Leave will be granted, there being no objection. 

The following is l"he address of Col, Robertson Topp, of 
Tennessee, the publication of which was authorized in the 
official proceedinga : 

We have met in Convention for the purpose of considering an 
improvement of much interest to tliis city, to this valley, to the peo- 
ple of the Southern and Western States, and I should think to the 
people of the whole Union. 

The object, as I undei-stand it, is to suggest some speedy and effi- 
cient method for the completion of a grand trunk railway from a point 
in Texas, on the 32d parallel, to the Pacific Ocean, and at the same 
time give aid for constrneting railways from St. Louis, Memphis, 
Vicksburg and New Orleans. 

The cities named are selected because all tlie roads east of tbe 
Mississippi below St, Louis converge upon one or the other of those 
cities, and the aid proposed is to enable them to connect from the 
west bank of the Mississippi their respective roads with the main 
trunk, at such points of intersection as to them may seem best. 

No amount of wild lands will foi'nish means to do this ;- it requires 
money, especially in a wilderness country. We propose to ask Gov- 
ernment to aid these enterprises by loaning her credit, by guarantee- 
ing the payment of the interest on bonds issued. 
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This aasiefance is asliecl because tlie Government is the principal 
proprietor of the land, because the main trunk line for 1,500 miles is 
through a wilderness, and because the physical obstacles to be en- 
countered in the expansive and deeply overflowed bottoms of the 
Mississippi are so great and so eostiy as to place these enterprises 
beyond, the reach of individuals. The roads sought to be aided are 
thought to be so important as to justify demanding the helping hand 
of the Government. 

Permit me to state the proposition in another way. The Govern- 
ment, by princely donations and subsidies, has aided in constrneting 
the Union and Central Pacific, and Kansas Branch, and have hkewise 
granted mimiflcent subsidies for a still more noi'thern road from the 
head of Lake Superior to Puget Sound, Notwithstanding the mur- 
murs, blackened complaints, chaj^es of fraud, etc., etc., concerning 
these subsidies and the management of these roads, I think the Gov- 
ernment in granting aid acted wisely and well, as this was the only 
possible way to cause that great wilderness counlry in the West to be 
settled. If not settled and developed, of what value is it? 

The Union and Central Paeifie have caused this in some degree, 
and opened a magnificent thoroughfare from ocean to ocean. It is 
worth tenfold its c(et ; its value cannot be measured by doUai's and 
cents ; it should be considered invaluable, and so wiU be the road 
from Lake Superior when constructed. 

Tliis finished road opens up a great and convenient thoroughfare 
to the upper and northern half of tliis country. It is not, however, 
the neai-est, best or most convenient route to the lower or southern 
half of the United States. It should be remembered that this is an 
expansive country, more than twenty degrees in width. Having 
jHded out of a common fund to make this road, we demand assistance 
to build the roads that suit us. Is there anytljing unreasonable in 
this? 

In time to come other Pacific roads will be required. It has talsen 
moi-e tlian fifty thousand miles of railways to answer, the commercial 
wants of the people between this great river (from its head to its 
mouth) and the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 

Tliese roads afford admirable facilities with the cities on the Atlantic 
and the Gidf, and through them with the great marts in Europe. The 
countiy between this liver and the Pacific coast is larger, perhax>H 
intrinsically more valuable, and in time to come will require as many 
railways. Besides, there lies beyond the trade with the Orient — with 
tliree hundred millions of people — -whose track lias marked its path- 
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way in the history of nations as plainly as the milky way in the 
firmament above us. As the Government is the great landed propvie- 
tor, owns all the country, it is but right that she should lead in the 
enterprise to develop .the same, leaving to individuals and communi- 
ties to fill up the gaps with such minor improvemente as may hereafter 
be needed. This is precisely what was done when they aided in 
consfji'ueting the lUinois Central, the Union and Central Paeiflc, If 
it was right then, is it not so now ? 

I see it in the papers and hear it in a thousand ways, that Jay 
Goidd, who is ssud to control the Union Pacific, with his associates, 
are busily engaged to thwart this enterprise, by sowing the seeds of 
distrust, by fighting the friends of levees against the raib-oad, by 
planning to concentrate the Eastern end of his road on this city, so 
as to make a Southern road unnecessary ; and it is even chained that 
he will expend the means of his road with a lavish hand in mibaidizing 
members of Congress to defeat sud to a rival road, or any other 
Pacific road, 

I do not credit these clamors. I have always understood that Jay 
G^uld was an eagle-eyed, clear-headed, deep-thinking, talented man. 
So thinking, I do not believe tliat he would eng^e in the contempts 
ible tricks imputed to him. I did not comprehend his movements 
exactly until some one handed me, this morning, this pamphlet, con- 
taining the speech of Mr. Benton, who, with the aid of his scientific 
friends, the buff'aloes, had not only discovered the best route, but 
that this city was in the exact centre — not half a mile to the right 
or left. 

Having read this speech, no doubt Jay Groidd and bis associates are 
shaping their course to prepare for coming events. He sees this city 
with its immense area of country to support it, and that its trade, 
manufactures, commerce, wealth and population are looming up in 
such grand proportions as to force the conclusion that ere long it will 
become the second, if not the first and principal city on this conti- 
nent. Seeing and knowing this, is it surprising that they should make 
their Eastern terminus here, that they may share a part of this mighty 
traflic? If in this just and honorable interpretation I am mistaken, 
and Mr. Gould or any of his fdends ai'e here for the miserable tricks 
and purposes imputed, I beg leave, in a kind, quiet and private way, 
to say to them, look at this intelligent audience. You will see that 
you can neither dupe nor mislead such men ; that being so, the best 
thing any of you can do (I speak it kindly) wUl be as quietly and as 
secretly as possible, on tip-toes, to slip out of the room, and in some 
back aJley-way get out of the city. 
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With regard to levees — they are a national necessity, and coneern 
the cotton manufacturers of tlie United States and of Europe, who 
desire the best staples of cotton ; and all those who have mnles, corn 
and meat to sell are quite as much interested as those who grow 
cotton. I am not in the councOs of the nation. If I were, and dis- 
covered any members who had heretofore advocated appropriations 
to the Union and Central Pacific, and otherwise championed that 
road, opposing this, I should not hesitate to ask them how much they 
had been psnd to take such a miserable and degraded course. 

I repeat, however, that I give no credence to such charges. Our 
danger Hes in another quarter — in dissensions among ourselves ; in 
one section asking too much, and denying the just claims of others. 

At the last session of Congress a bill was introduced which ignoi-ed 
the claims of Memphis, and through her the just claims of Tennessee, 
North Mississippi, North Alabama, the Western CaroKnas, Kentucky, 
Virginia, Maryland and Delaware, whose system of roads concentrate 
.in a lai^ degree at Memphis. When asked why this discrimination? 
the reply was. You have connection through the Cairo and Fulton 
Eailroad. As that road is controlled by St. Louis, would it not have 
answered them as well as us without iuding to build another? Be- 
sides, to be plain, we did not choose to subject our&elves to the 
capnces or cupidity of a rival in ti-ade. We had not forgotten the 
adi^e handed down to us from the time of the Trojan war, " Titmo 
DancBos et dorta fereiUes." Beyond this we were seeking connection 
with a 1 oad three degrees south of the line proposed to us, and as our 
light we demanded the nearest and most direct route, and such we 
shall continue to do. In tliis connection I am pleased to be assured 
that tlie objectionable features in the bill of last session will be 
remedied. That being so, there can be no contest between us; 
unitedly we can act. On this principle I stand here pledged and 
piepaied to co-o[)erate and work with you for success, if that be 
practitable. 

I have heard it bruited about since I came here tliat there is 
another formidable obstacle to success in another quarter altogether. 
It IS said that the leaders of both parties, in Congress and out of it, 
have changed their politics ; that they are now opposed to subsidies ; 
that it is a dangerous system, well calculated to corrupt Congress. 
I have not much respect for platforms ; they are foolish things to fool 
foolish people. 

If this anti-subsidy clamor comes from those who have grown great, 
rich, prosperous, populous and fat from subsidies, so fat that they 
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are in danger of beiug smotheved in 1;heir own grease, it reminds one 
of an old thief, hoary with a long hfe of villainies and peculationB, 
who, in the last agonies, joins the church and takes the sacrament, 
hoping to deceive his Malter and neighhors. It comes too late — 
deceives nobody. It is, in my opinion, a pernicious, demagogical doe- 
trine, without reason or manliness. With regard to corrupting mem- 
bers of Congress, I do not credit such chai-ges. If true, however, 
you have the corrective in your own hands. Exercise the elective 
franchise intelligently, elect those who are too wise to be duped, too 
manly to be bribed, too honest to betray their trust. As this subsidy 
question may assume an important aspect, being on the eve of a 
Pi-esidential election, when every demagogue is looking out for popu- 
larity and place, I trust you will pardon me if I depart from discuss- 
ing the precise question before us for the purpose of combating this 
heresy, and that we maj' more properly tread the path of duty on the 
present occasion. 

The word subsidy, as construed by lexicographers, means sad, 
assistance. It may be by le^slation, by furnishing arms, men, ships, 
credit, money or' lands, or all of these. If subsidies are wrong in one 
respect they are wrong in aU, and common honesty requires that 
those who have pledged themselves to this new doctrine shall in good- 
iaith practice it in all things. It will be remembered that Mr. Clay 
and other advocates for protection to manufactures advocated it as a 
temporary policy only — ^'■Pi-otect manufactures in tlieir infancy." As 
this protective subsidy policy has been in operation for flfty-nine 
years, grinding and oppressing those not specially protected, will not 
thinking people say it has lasted long enough and must be repealed? 
Suppose they begin with iron, the duty on which costs |2,000 per 
mUe on every mile of imported railroad iron. What will Mr, Kelly 
and the representatives from Pennsylvania say to this ? Suppose they 
next name copper. What will the representatives tVom the copper 
regions on the lakes say? Suppose saM is mentioned. What will 
those who champion that interest, from New York and other localities, 
say? Suppose woolen and cotton fabrics, bunting, spool-thread, 
suspenders, gaiters, lastings, cobourgs, in fact everything mentioned 
in the tariff act, from absinthe to zinc, are proposed to be overhauled, 
how long would it be before Washington City would be found insnifi- 
cient to accommodate the vast crowd of Yankees that would rush to 
the Capital ? The compulsive result would be they would change 
their politics and say that they did not mean that doctrine to apply 
otherwise than to oppose subsidies in land and money to railroads. 
Eailroads being in bad odor just now, that would be cheap patriotism. 
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Looked at in that light only, it would be a practical outrage upon the 
Southern States. 

This land-sul^idy system commenced with Iliinois in 1850, and it 
has been extended by various acts to all the States of the West, until 
there are no more roads to build, and no more room for subsidy roads 
in some of the States. 

The etfect of this system has caused Illinois, and other "Western 
States to progress in population, wealth, power and development a 
full century in advance of what they would have done had no such 
subsidies been atforded. Can that be a bad system which has caused 
such mighty developments, and that without costing the Government 
a cent? And are you, gentlemen from Illinois and other Western 
States, who have .j'eaped such a golden harvest from this system, 
prepared to deny its benefits to others? Can the managers of the 
Union and Central Pacific, after receiving such mighty aids in land 
and money, hold up their heads, look honest men in the face, and 
justify themselves in opposing similar aid to others? If they do, 
could the annals of effrontery find a parallel? This doctrine of anti- 
subsidy cannot be maintained on principle. 

It is a well-known fact that the greater part of the valuable public 
lands ai-e to be found in the States and Territories west of the Missis- 
sippi. Out of these, railroad companies in tliose States and Territories 
have received immense donations, in some instances almost suflScient 
to pay for the construction of their roads. 

To shut down on that doctrine now, that they may use the balance 
to give it to emigrants, and thereby increase the population, power 
and wealth of those States, is asking subsidy in another shape with a 
vengeance as mean as it is deceitful. Giving away hinds to control 
immigration. What is that but a bonanza— subsidy under an anti- 
subsidy name? 

If the Northern men who have been pampered by subsidies, under 
the name of protection, for fifty years, untU they are bursting with 
plethora, sanction it, what is this but another pi-oof that avarice is 
insatiable and meanness inscrutable? If tliis doctrine comes from 
politicians, is it not evident that public men have degenerated, and 
tliat. they clothe themselves with this mantle .that they miiy skulk 
responsibility? What does a doctrine which refuses to do anything, 
improve or advance any interest, develop any wealth, promote any 
enterprise, lead to, but clogging the wheels of government? 

If the wheels of government are to be ciogged by a doctrine 
which virtually negative's all useful legislation, will not the people 
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inquire, Why collect three hundred or more legislators who have 
nothing to do beyond voting " a b-embling contribution " for them- 
selves? This doctrine leads to that. Away with it, and contemplate, 
if yon please, the different views, the better men, and better days of 
the republic. 

Beginning with George Washington, is it not a well-known fact 
that throughout his long and valuable life the improvement of his 
country was the predominant wish of his heart? His pubhc life 
needs not the embellished trappings of declamation to brighten and 
sustain a name and fame which is consigned to immortality. 

Think of Mr. Hamilton, of whom his coimtrymen may say, as was 
said of Coriolanus, '' He hath so planted his honors in their eyes and 
his actions in their hearts, that for their tongues to be silent and not 
confess so much, were a kind of ingrateful injury." 

Think of Mr. Madison, of whom it may be ssud, as Mr. Burke said 
of Lord Cliatham, " A great and celebrated name, a name tliat 
keeps the name of this country i-espeetable in every other on the 
face of the globe. Clarvm et venerabile nomen gentibus. ' ' 

To come nearer the men of our own times. 

Think of Mr. Webster, the great Northern stai', " of whose true, 
fixed and resting quahty there is no fellow in the firmament," whose 
capacious mind, like some great maelstrom, engulfed all knowledge 
and science of government, or rather like the fabled Neptune, who, 
with one wave of his trident, caused states and communities, like 
naiads and sea-nymphs, to follow in his wake and dance attendance 
in his train. What would he have said of such a doctrine as this? 

Thinli of Mr. Clay, who for thirty years stood steadfest to his 
principles, like unto a rocky promontory stretching out into the sea, 
and, like it, as heedless of the angry surging of the waves at its 
base ; whose genius and eloquence Ufted him as far above the level of 
ordinary men as Mont Blanc above the plains beneath. What would 
he have siud of such a doctrine? 

Think of Mr. Calhonn, the darUng of the South, whose bright 
mind enabled him to reduce to simplicity every subject, no matter 
how complex, which passed the crucible of his vigorous investiga- 
tion. To this was added lofty patriotism, dauntless courage, and 
more than Cato's virtue. What would he have thought of such a 
doctrine ? 

Have we stumbled on an ^e of mediocrity, when our public men 
may be compared to a "gouty Briareus, many hands and no use ; or 
purblind Argns, all eyes and no sight?" 
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In further illustration of theae views, permit me to allude to some 
important events intimately blended with the hiatory of the past, 
which are weU calculated to lift us to higher and nobler conaiflerations 
of duty on the present occasion. 

It is not quite a century since our fathers dissolved their con- 
nection with the mother government, and resolved to be free and 
independent. Tliis resolve involved them in a long, bloody, ter- 
rible and expensive wai- with Great Britain, which demanded the 
subsidies of the hves, fortunes and honors of every man, woman 
and cliild in all the land ; and nobly did they respond by staking 
all, by risking all. 

I shall not dwell upon the actors or incidents of tbat event. It has 
become the tlieme of oratora, been decorated with the wreath of the 
muse, and has assumed its place in the undying pt^es of history, and 
there it will remain in all coming time, enshrined in the hearts of our 
eounti-ymen, so long as liberty has a votaiy on earth. This was oiu- 
first subsidy ; it has been eternized and canonized. At the close of 
our revolutionary wai', and to the beginning of this century, our 
possessions, as a nation, were bounded on the east by the Atlantic, 
on the west by the Mississippi, on the north by Canada, on the south 
by the possessions of France and SpMU, In 180S the entire country 
west of the Mississippi, including the very spot where we are standing 
to-day, with both banlis of the Mississippi at its mouth, were in the 
hands of a powerful European nation. 

The men of that day did not beheve it was either wise or prudent 
to permit, if it could be avoided, these vast possessions west and 
south of lis to remain in the hands of a foreign nation that might 
become an enemy, line this river on its west bank, from its source to 
its mouth, with frowning batteries, and shut out our commerce from 
the ocean and the markets of the world. They avoided tliia possibility 
by purchasing the country known as Louisiana from France. They 
called on the people for a subsidy of fifteen million dollars, at that 
time an enormous siun of money, to pay for it, and nobly did they 
respond to this demand. 

This was our second subsidy of magnitude.- Now look over those 
vast regions, the magnificent States that liave been carved out of it, 
and tell me whether there is a man living who would deny the wisdom 
and justice of that measure. 

In 1812, for the vindication and maintenance of our maritime 
rights on the high seas, it became necessary to declare war against 
Great Britain. In the prosecution of that war, on land and at sea, 
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our gallant soldiei's and. seamen diaplaj'^ed undauiitod couvage, and in 
many memorable actions 



This war demanded heavy subsidies from tlie purses of the people ; 
again nobly they honored the draft. Tell me, my countrymen, could 
any one be found base enough to begrudge their share of it? 

In 1819 we purchased Florida from Spain- This gave us more than 
twelve hundred miles of frontage on the Atlantic and Gulf, and an. 
immense valuable territory if developed as it should be — more valu- 
able to us than Cuba ever wag to Spain. This — if we include the 
Indian wars — to defend it, cost anotlier heavy subsidy. 

In 1845 we purchased Texas from herself. That purchase cost us 
a war with Mexico, Tou fenow the history of that war, its incidents 
and cost. I should do injustice to you and myself if I omitted say- 
ing that that war, from the first battle at Palo Alto to the final sur- 
render of the capital of Mexico, reflected a blaze of imperishable 
glory upon the American name. Growing out of that war and as a 
part of it, and by ti-eaties, we acquired our vast possessions on the 
Pacifi.c slope, including California, New Mexico and Arizona ; and by 
a later treaty with Busaia, Alaska. This last-mentioned war and 
these Iftst^mentioned acquisitions have cost us in subsidies fabulous 
sums of money. But who among hving men can gaiige their value, 
or properly estimate their importance to us? These are our jewels 
acquired by subsidies. "Which one would you pluck from the casket 
and throw away ? 

That you may form some faint, distant conception of theu- import- 
ance, permit me to invite you to place before you side by side the map 
of Europe and of the United States and ask you to examine them. 

After examining the bounds of each, and the area of each of the 
States that constitute Eiuope, you will turn your eyes to the imperial 
proportions of the United States, stretching from the commerce- 
lashed shores of the Atlantic and Gulf to the calm but majestic 
Pacific, and then from the line of Britain's possessions. 



You will perceive that in ai-ea we are larger than all Europe south 
of the Ural mountains. If you will turn your eyes to these maps 
again, and compare them with reference to navigable streams, lakes, 
bays; harbors, inlets and ocean boundaries, you will perceive that we 
are endowed with greater facilities for commerce, internal and external, 



,y Google 



than all the States of Europe combined. If you will consult the 
physical geographies and statistics of the two countries and compare 
them with reference to soil, climate, varied productions, water power, 
mineral wealth, particularly iron, stone coal, copper, lead, zinc, gold, 
silver and other precious metals, you will perceive that, in these par- 
ticulars, which contribute so much to the material advancement of aU 
countries, we are quite equal to all the States of Europe together. 
In present population, wealth, manufacture, mechanic arts, high cul- 
ture, commerce and capital there can be no comparison. Ours is a 
new country, not yet a century old ; theirs the result of many, many 
centuries. 

Looked at in the lights before us, after giving the States of Europe 
fuU credit for their great deeds and noble actions ; their triumphs in 
arts, arms, conquests, in all that is greatest, bi'^htest and grandest 
— forgetting, if you please, in generous m^nanimity, any and all 
things that may have saddened and darkened their annals — are we not 
justifiedinconcludingthattheseStatffi, intimetocome, under one flag 
and a common country, may reasonably hope to equal in material power 
all the States of Europe combined ? Witliout subsidies these mighty 
results could not have been accomplished. Again I ask, which of 
these stars would you strike from the flrmiunent of our glory ? 

In conclusion, permit me to ask tliat you will be just to the gentle- 
man who will have the chief burden of building this road. Instead 
of aspersing his character and motives, let us aid by holding up his 
arms and cheer him in his noble work. 

Let us gather a little of inspiration from a recent event. In one 
of our large cities a house was on fire and many thousand citizens had 
rushed to the scene of the disaster. A wild, frenzied and appaUing 
scream was heard inside the burning building. In an instant a noble 
fireman was seen ascending the giddy height on a ladder ; just aa he 
had reached the last round on the ladder, a fearful amount of flame 
and smoke burst from the roof and windows ; the fireman halted. A 
noble-hearted man perceiving what was the matter, in a loud and 
manly voice, higli above tie tumult, shouted out, " Cheer him, boy^ ; 
cheer him ! ' ' Cheer after cheer went up from the vast crowd. The 
fireman, catching courage from that cheering, rushed in, came out 
with a little girl, and saved her. 

Governed by this, let us cheer on Mr. Scott in a voice that will be 
heard from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

Mr. Dan. Voorliees was loudly callt^d for, but did not 
respond. 
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MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, &C. 
Mr, Broadhkad : I wish to offer the following resolution : 
BeBolved, That the Secretaiy of tlie Executive Committee appointed 
by the citizens of St. Louia, together with the Secretary of this Conven- 
tion, be instructed to prepare, under the direction of said committee, 
the proceedings of this Conveniion for publication iu pamphlet form, 
and to publish such number of copies as they may deem advisable. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mb. Haven, of Louisiana: I move that the Convention tender a 
vote of thanks to the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. Thompson) for 
the able speech delivered by him before this Convention. 

The motion was carried. 

A Delegate : I move that the thanks of this Convention be ten- 
dered to the various railroad companies for the transportation of the 
delegates of the Convention, and alsoto the Western Union Telegraph 
Company. 

The motion was carried. 

Thb Peesident : I will announce to the Convention that tickets 
of admission to the Bink, in accordance with the invitation read on 
yesterday, ai-e now in the hands of the officers of the Convention for 
delivery to the members on call. 

Mk. Kountz, of Pennsylvania: I have sent to the Chaii- a resolu- 
tion wliich I desii'e to have read. 

The President: In the opinion of the Chair, inasmuch as the 
subject has been disposed of by the action of the Convention in the 
adoption of the report, the resolution is not in order, but it will be 
read for the information of the Convention if it is so desired. 

Mh. Koontz : Then I will withdraw Uie resolution, sir. I move 
now that we adjourn sine die. 

Mr, Fillet, of Missouri; Mr. President, there is a resolution 
pending, which the Chairman of the Executive Committee will put, 
in regard to a vote, of thanks to the ofllcers of the Convention. 

The question was put and the vote of thanks was carried 
unanimously". 

Mr. Stearns, of California: As there lias been no provision made 
for publishing and distributing the pamphlets of the proccod- 
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ings of this Convention, wliich we have ordered, I move that each 
delegate now come forward and make a deposit with the Secretary, 
giving bis name and address, and that when these pamphlets shall 
have been published that they shall be forwarded to eaeh delegate 
in proportion to the amount of money that he pays. [Applause.] 

Mk. Bowman, of Kentucliy: I move that the thanks of this Con- 
vention be tendered to tiie citizens of St. Louis for the very hospitable 
manner in which they have entertained this Convention. 

The motion was carried. 

Mk. Fillet: I would like to mate an announcement in reference 
to the excursion arranged for the delegates to the Convention, on to- 
morrow, that the boats will be ready promptly at half-past 9 o'clock, 
and the delegates who have not been furnished with tiekets will find 
them at the wharf-boat to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Snowden, of Pennsylvania: I move that the thanks of this 
Convention be tendered to the ollieers of the Convention. 

The motion was carried, 

RESPONSE OF PREStDENT MATHEWS. 

In response to the vote of thanks to the officers of the 
Convention, President Mathews spoke as follows: 

GrENTLEMEN OT THE CoNVENTtON: — A motiou has been made ajid 
seconded for a sine die adjoiu^ment of this body, but before putting 
that motion allow me briefly to congratulate myself and you upon the 
successful conclusion of our labors, [Applause.] If our proceed- 
ings have not been without debate, that debate at least has been with- 
out acrimony, and leaves no sting. [Applause.] But our proceed- 
ings have been marked not only by harmony, but by unanimity. 
We stand, gentlemen, committed by the unanimous voice of these 
delegates, representing so many and such various influential interests 
throughout the whole country, to the prosecution of the single enter- 
prise of constructing this great highway to the Pacific coast ; and 
when I say "to the single enterprise," I mean to emphasize that 
fact. I mean that wc are committed to no other, and that as we 
desire this above all others, so, in order to insure its completion, 
we must not be cai^ht in any entangling alliances with doubtful 
schemes. [Applause.] Let us all bear in mind, gentlemen, that at 
this juncture in our national history, raoro, perhaps, than at any 
otlier time since the days of its original purity, the pubUc mind is 
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aroused and the public conscience is sensitive to everything which 
bears the appesiranee of pcsrvorting public power, and of turning the 
national ti'easnry into private coiirses. 

Our claims we believe and know to be just and right. Let us 
stand on the merits of our enterprise ; it is able to stand by itself, 
[Applause.] Let us not, for the sake of lobby influence or votes 
in either house of Congress, make bai^aias with schemes that well- 
intentioned men mast oppose as seeking to turn the taxes of the people 
into the pockets and profits of private speculators. Let as go to the 
national seat of government, let us go to the national law-makers, let 
us go to the national guardians of the public treasury and present the 
just claims of our well- considered enterprise. We may fail to-day, 
we may fail to-morrow, but early and ultimate and complete success 
is as certain as that the people of the United States have the intelli- 
gence necessary to govern themselves, [Applause,] 

Gentlemen, on behalf of myself and those who have been associated 
with me as the officers of this Convention, allow me to return my and 
their grateful acknowledgmente to you for the honor you have done 
us. I repeat at the close of this Convention what I anticipated at its 
beginning, that experience has shown that this Convention will not 
only be heard but will be felt, and felt in the weight of its character 
and the wisdom of its recommendations. To have been called upon 
to represent it as its presiding officer is an honor far beyond my ex- 
pectations and far beyond,my deserts. [G-reat applause,] 

Gentlemen, the question is whether you will now adjourn without 
day. 

A Delegate : May I ask the indulgence of the mover of the resolu- 
tion for an adjournment sine die, that the Convention request that 
Gen, Preston respond, on behalf of the South, to the good wishes so 
cordially expressed by the Hon. E. W, Thompson. [Cries of " Gen- 
eral Preston."] 

In response to these calls (Jen. Preston came forward 
and spoke as follows ; 

REMARKS OF GENERAL PRESTON IN RESPONSE TO THE SPEECH OF 
HON, R. W. THOMPSON. 
Mb. PiMssiDiiiNT AND Gf.ntlemisn of thb Convrntion :^Although 1 
felt honored by the call, I declined to obey ; but as we are about to 
close our meetiug, and as you assign me a duty that addresses itself 
BO powerru\ly to my head and to my heart, I feel that I can no longer 
decline your call. 
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I certainly listened with, the most peculiar pleasure to the gentle- 
man wlio has received, for the noble words he has spoken, tlie spon- 
taneous thanks of this great body of gentlemen, assembled ft-om the 
New England States, from Pennsylvania, New York, the Carolicas, 
Louisiana, Kentucky, Texas, and other of our sister Statesman unani- 
mous compliment that must make him carry home with him the proud 
satisfaction that this day he has done a good deed. [Applause.] 
What is that good deed? It is the wise words he has uttered in a 
manly and kind spirit, and I hope that with similar sentiments I can 
say for the Convention who here call upon me to speak in their be- 
half, that whatever defeat befell the South in battle, they felt that 
their motives were pure, and therefore stand here with no sense of 
inferiority to mortal man. [Applause.] They claim no superiority, 
but admit no inferiority to any gentleman in the land, [Applause.] 
When welcomed witli hearts like these, they feel anew that equality 
is tho only ground upon which freemen can unite, and were we to 
stand on any other ground we would be false to the moral sentiment 
of our country, so that we would debauch the public spirit, until the 
republic would perish under the power of an established monarchy. 
[^Applause.] 

Our sense of honor may be sometimea called Quixotic. It may be 
that the word " honor" sometimes provokes a smile, as if it were a 
foolish element in modern society But what is honor? I will not 
give it the witt^ I ut base definition of Falstaff, for I hold that publ c 
honor in America is made up of sound common sense and ex'ilted 
self-respect. [Applinse ] Chailos Fiancis Adams lias i:e;,entl3 
given us an admirable idmonition of its lecai and langer but in 
the old spirit of honor and fiateinit^ that bieathtd ftom the 1 | s ot 
the gentleman from Indiana this di} my heirl leiped is it were, 
.across the gushmg waters of the Ohio and restoiei old memoiies, 
when no words but those of tiiendship weie utltied as the soldieis of 
our States marched along the great plains of Mexico to ivin the very ■ 
soil which tliia railway is to traverse, and when the troops of Louib- 
iana and of Massachusetts marched under the same flag, where South- 
em statesmen directed us in the path of empire. And, let jne say, 
it is within my personal knowledge that no more devoted friend to 
peace and concord, no firmer advocate of harmony, no more wise or 
sagacious statesman was fouod to represent his State in Congress at 
that time than Eichard W. Thompson, of Indiana. [Applause,] I 
therefore feel it is a pleasant duty to respond to your cal! in behalf 
of the Convention. The thoughts uttered were well conceived and 
the words well weighed, so that I feel I will have the support and 
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approval of this bodj^ and of everj' Southern gentleman present, when 
I afflfm in your presence that we receive the kind and timely words 
of the gentleman from Indiana with profound thanks, and accept 
them in the trae spirit of manly candor with which they were bo 
eloquently expressed. [Applause.] 

Thb Peesident : The Chair will state to the Convention that the 
Memorial Oommittee will be appointed hereafter. Are you now 
ready for the question? The motion is that this Convention adjourn 
without day. 

The motion was put and carried, and tlie Convention 
thereupon adjourned sine die. 
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE. 



After the adjournment of the Convention the President 
of the Convention, Judge Stanley Mathews, appointed the 
following committee to prepare an address to Congress, 
in accordance with the resolutions adopted by the Con- 
vention : 

James O. Broadhead, Misaouri ; Wm. Preston, Kentucky ; John. 
H. Kennard, of Louisiana ; R, W. Thompson, Indiana ; Morton 
McMiebafil, Pennsylvania; Peter Cooper, New York; Jas. R. Ander- 
son, Vu-ginia ; Wm. Johnson, North CaroUna ; D. Felsenheld, Cali- 
fornia ; Henry G. Smith, Tennessee ; A. G. Clapton, Texas ; Joseph 
E, Johnston, Georgia ; C. K. Marshall, Mississippi, 

The committee above named met in Parlor No. 5 of the Southern 
Hotel, on Friday morning, the day after the adjournment of the Con- 
ventioTi, when the following proceedings were had : 

Col, Broadhead called the committee to order, and stated that, 
although he was named as chairman, he felt that the members should 
elect at that time a permanent chairman. 

On motion of Gen. "Wm. Preston, of Kentucky, Col. James O. 
Broadhead was elected permanent Cliairman, and Judge Kennard, of 
Ohio, Secretaiy. 

The Chairman then stated that the object of the meeting was to 
consider what the duties of the committee are according to the fol- 
lowing resolution adopted by the Convention : 

"That the President of the Convention be requested to prepare an 
address to the people of the United States, embodying the views set 
forth in the preamble and resolutions adopted by this Convention, and 
that he be authorized to appoint a committee of thirteen, who, with 
the President of this Convention, shall present an engrossed copy of 
the proceedings of this Convention, together with the address, to the 
President of the United States, the presiding officer of the Senate, 
and the Speaker of the House of Eepresentatives, and to take such 
other action m in their judgment may be deemed best to further the 
objects and purposes of this Convention." 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE. 

Gen. Preston offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Chairman is requested, as aoon as practicable, 
to ol)taiii proof-sheets of the contemplated address of the President 
of the Convention to the people of the United States, so that said 
copies may be forwarded to each member of the committee for infor- 
mation and comment, and to correspond Tvith them in relation to the 
address, to the end that the true intent and purpose of the Conven- 
tion may be carried into full effect. 

The following resolution, offered by Q-en. Anderson, of 
Richmond, Va., was also adopted : 

Resolved, That the Chairman be authorized and requested when- 
ever, in his diserotion, be deems it necessary, to convene the com- 
mittee at such place as he may deem proper, and tiiat three members 
of the committee constitute a quorum at any meeting so convened. 

Gen, Anderson also offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Chainnan is requested, at his convenience, to 
appoint a sub- committee (of wliieh he shall be a member), which sub- 
committee is hereby authorized, at their discretion, to appear before 
the proper cominittee 6i the Senate and House of Kepresentatives to 
explain and advocate the measures adopted by this Convention, and 
that the Senators and Representatives from theii' i-eapective States be 
requested to procure proper facilities for a fair hearing of the sub- 
committee by the committee of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Chairman of this committee be authorized to 
supervise the publication of the proceedings of the Convention, with 
the Secretary, and see that they embrace the proper ofllcial action of 
the Convention. 

On motion of Jadge Kennard, it was 

Resoh)ed, That the Chairman of the committee be authorized and 
instructed to append, when the address is completed, the niimes of 
each member of the committee to the same. 

The committee then aitjourned. 
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APPENDIX. 



THE BANQUET. 



In the evening a banquet was given in Masonic Hall, 
which several handred delegates attended. Music was 
furnished by the Kunkel Brothers' band, and Porcher's 
Restaurant furnished the following 



BILT 


OP PARK. 






Burgundy (Wliitc). 




Chabli 




Crfissy atici Royale. 


Sherry. 




OI(t Br 


Bouehe a la Reiiio. 


Celery e 


n braache. 





Red Suapper a I'HolIandai^e. Potatoes a I'Hollaiidaise. 
Bauteme. Viii de Gi'a\ 

KELBVKS. 

Piletof Beef pique a b Peiigueux. Turkey a I'Ambassadrice. 



Chiclten Croquet, Tartate Sauce. 
Quails a la Dauphine. 

Sweet Bread wilh Green Peas. 
Breast of Goose a la Very. 

Vol au Vent a la Finaneiere. 

Pilot Mij,'non of Ducks, sauce a poivrado. 
Litiab Chops a la Soubise. 

Tenderloin of Veal a la Marecliale. 
Burgundy. Pommard. 



Boned Turkey truffea garni d'alhelets. 

Fates truffes a la Lucullua d'atlilets. 

Mayonnaise of Fowls a la Lueullus d'atlilets. 
Hams a la Gelee de champagne, 

Piece of Beef en Belle Vue. 

Cliicken Salad. 
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Lettuce Salad. 



Corbeille of Trait. 
Califomiu pears. 
Oranges. 
Pyramids ot 



Fyramida of oranges glac 



Saddle of Veiiiaon . 



California grapes. 
Malaga grapes. 
Apples. 
Pyi-fliaids of rings. 



Lemon, 
Assortment of fancy cakes. 

-Vin de Gi'avcs, Sherry— Old Broi 



Chablis. 



CHAMPAGNE. 

Piper Meidsieclt. 



Ponimard. 
Cook's Imperial. 



After the last course had "been served, Col. Broadhead, 
Chairman of the Execntive Committee, who occnpied the 
head of the centre table, rose and said : 

Gentlemen, I shall not detain you with, any preliminary remarks. 
I rise for the purpose of announcing the fu-st regular toast, "Tlie 
President of the United States," whieh will be clranls: standing and in 
silence. 

The toast was drank in accordance with the announce- 
ment of the Chairman. 

The Chairman: The next toast is "The Congress of the United 
States," which will be responded to by the Hon. T. L. Jones, of 
Kentuqjfy. 

RESPONSE OF HON. T. L. JONES. 

Mk. Ciiaikman and Gentlemen of the Banquet ; — I have been 
called upon to respond to the toast of "The Congress of the United 
States." All will admit, I think, that tlie Chairman has im 
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ivi« a vory licaiy responsibility, for to ruspond properly to that senti- 
ment, I would have to embody in my siDgle person all the iniquities 
and the good deeds which have been performed by that body within 
the last many years. [Laughter.] But I beg of you to bear in 
mind, gentlemen, that I have become a member of Congress since the 
Ci'edit Mohilier and other scandals which ai'e connected with the 
Congress of the United States were perpeti'ated. [Applause.] I 
desire to say, however, that perhaps the Congi-ess is as much sinned 
against as sinning. 

But, jesting aside, I suppose I am expected to say something in 
reference to the gi-eat subject which has called the Convention which 
is now assembled in this city together ; and 1 beg leave to say that if 
I had the power to control the action of the next Congress of the United 
States, I would instruct it to do its best to fui'ther the great project 
of the Southern Pacific Rtulvoad. [Applause,] I suppose the reason I 
have been selected to respond to this sentiment is, that it has leaked 
out somehow or other that I am a railroad man [applause], and a 
Southern Pacific Railroadman. [Renewedapplause.] I congratulate 
my countrymen, I congratulate the projectors of this great enterprise, 
and I congratulate the city of St. Louis especially, that this Conven- 
tion is possessed of so much talent, so much experience, so much 
reputation, statesmanship and practicability as was evinced in the 
Convention to-day. [Applause.] With an experience of no few 
years, I am proud to be able to say, having attended many national 
conventions, that I have never seen a body composed of more of the 
intelligence and reputation of our country than that which has assem- 
bled this day in the eity of St. Louis. [Applause.] I congratulate 
my countrymen of the South especially that the land of my biith, the 
land which I love so much, the land which has been prostrated for 
these many years, has a sure prospect of a great work being accom- 
plished which will place that section of the country upon an equality 
with the North [great applause] ; for, while I am a Southern man by 
birth, and allied to the South by every sentiment that can absorb the 
heart of man, yet I am no less a patriot, no less a lover of my whole 
country. [Applause.] In the spirit of patiiotism I am here, ready 
to say that my efforts in the Congress of the United States shall be 
du-ected to the building up of the South, and placing her upon an 
equal footing with the States of the North. [Applause,] And I 
have the highest authority for the vote which I expect to give in the 
Congress of the United States, for the aid of the General Government 
to this great enteqjrise. I was brought up, to iTse a familiar phi-ase, 
at the feet of the great Gamaliel of the Soutli. 1 represent, I beUcvc, 
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to a very great extent, the political principles of South Carolina ; and 
although the great statesman from that State and from thie South, in 
his latter days, had, perhaps, some scruples in regard to appropria- 
tions hy the General Government for internal improvements in the 
States, I think I can point to him as tlie first and the most illustrious 
apostle of the principle that the National Government should make ap- 
propriations for internal improvements within the States. [Applause.] 
I here say, witliont the fear of successful contradiction, that the very 
first movement which was ever made in the Congress of the United 
States, looking to the construction of public wotIis and internal im- 
provements witliin the States, by the Gieneral GovemmeDt, was upon 
the report, in 1816, of John C. Calhoun from South Carolina. 
[Applause.] He moved, in his motion to estabhsh a Bank of the 
United States, that from the dividends arising from the stock of 
the Government in it, a special fund should be set apart for the 
erection of public works in the States ; and his words on that 
occasion were: "Let us erect a perfect system of roads and 
canals which wiU bind together the repnMic in indissoluble 
links," [Applause.] We have, in later tjmes, just as high, and 
perhaps higher authority — I point to the statesman of Massachusetts, 
Daniel Webster. [Applause,] It was but yesterday that I happened 
to loot at his patriotic speech in advocacy of a motion that the Gov- 
ernment of the United States should purchase the Louisville canal, 
not only for the benefit of the States in its neighborhood, but for the 
benefit of tlie commerce of all the States and every State in the 
Union. [Applause.] His language ought to be inqjrinted in letters 
of gold. Said he, on that occasion, " I am for improvement in the 
East as well as the West. There ai-e no Alleghanies in my politics." 
[Applause.] That sentiment is a fitting epitaph to be iiiscribed on 
the tomb of that glorious patriot from the Noi-th. [Eenewed applause. ] 
He said he desired, as the consequence of great national roads and 
highways, to bring the Far West so near to the East that ' ' he could 
sec the smoke of their dwellings, and hear the stroke of their axes." 
[Applause.] 

Then, sir, when we have such illustrious examples as these to 
inspire and encour^e us in this great underti^ng, why should we 
hesitate? Why should any Democrat who adheres to a strict con- 
sti'uction of the Constitution, in these times when the South is lying 
prostrate, as it were, at the feet of the coimti-y, beting for aid, any 
longer withhold the assistance of the Government in such great enter- 
prises as the one now proposed? [Applause.] But this is no South- 
ern enterprise ; this is no sectional project ; it is one which is to bring 
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prosperity not only to the South, but to the midille '>tites ind to the 
North. It is one the benefits of which, when aceompltshed, will be 
felt by every State in this Union. The North will expeiience its 
benefits as well aa the South, I pity from my soul the narrow- 
hearted and contracted policy of those men who stickle, with conaci- 
entious scruples, for the Constitution of the United States, at the aid 
of the General Government being given for such an improvement as 
we are met here to advocate. [Applause.] I beg of you to consider 
for one moment how great liave been the appropriations to the North 
in comparison with those to the South ; and that, in the last ten years, 
the Glovernment of the United States has appropriated six millions of 
dollars for internal improvements in the State of Massachusetts alone, 
while it has not appropriated that much to all the Southern States of 
the Union. 

But this is no time for argument. All I can say to you, in con- 
clusion, is, that being a member of the present Congress, I shall 
endeavor to induce my fellow-members to look to the resolutions 
which you may pass in your Convention, and give the aid of the Gen- 
eral Gtovernment to this great enterprise which you ai-e called together 
to lend your voices to. [Great applause.] 

The Claairman announced as the next regular toast 
"Oar Sister Republic," which was responded to bj Gen. 
Wm. Preston, of Kentucky. 

RESPONSE OF GEK. PRESTON. 

Geni'lemen : — 111 responding, under the unexpected call of 
the Chairman, to the sentiment in regard to our sister republic, the 
song whieh has just been so charmingly sung suggests appropriate 
ideas, from the impression it evidently made upon the sensibilities of 
this great audience. The theme was the pleasures of peace, and I 
trust that the melody of the musicians is an auspicious prelude of the 
future relations of our country with her sister republic. We should 
always remember that together we exercise sovereign dominion over 
the chief habitable regions of North America, and that we are respon- 
sible to the world for the success of republican institutions within our 
vast territories. By our own efforts we have established our inde- 
pendence, and disenthralled America from two of the most powerful 
monarchies of Europe. Mexico modeled her system of federative 
republics upon that established by the constitution of the United 
States, and with governments of the same cast, and self-government 
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for its cardinsil principle, wo ought heresifter, and, I trust, will live 
in just and honorable amity. 

It is true that more than a quarter of a century since, when one of 
the States of Mesico was dissatisfied with the centralization of the 
government, Texas resisted by arms, and we having annexed that State 
to oar Union, a war ensued. I see around me at this banquet men 
then in the prime of youth, whose names will pass down to posteiity 
as first signalized in that war, and as founders of our Western Em- 
pire. I see one neai me (General Sherman) who, then a simple 
captain of artillery, established, under Kearney and Fremont, our 
flag upon the golden coasts of the Pacific, but who, after mightier 
campaigns, is now the Geneial of the Armies of the United States. 
I see another, then only the Colonel of a Mississippi regiment, who 
at the critical instant on tbe decisive field of Buena Vista, when all 
seemed lost, by timely maneuver, saved the battle, and secured the 
very territory to our country which we now endeavor to develop and 
civilize. The victory of Taylor was not forgotten by his country, 
and his son-in-law, who gave such opportune aid, is now uniting with 
US, to complete it by bearing the blessings of commerce and civiliza- 
tion not only to the ter iton we won 1 ut the Repi bl c -iga nst whom 
we weie then ariijed Othei men mei t oned m hi&toi> aie piesent 
without legarl to loimei hostilitv of opinion aLd wc see around us 
m the m dst of these splendid festi\ities soldiers statesmen met 
chants eng iieera an I tie most dstn^uiihci men m the peaceful 
piofesaions anl inlustiial puisuts of our countij all earnestly 
united to secu e the completion ol the ^teat lailwa^ It will unite 
us not onl) with the Pacific States but will open a new trade between 
the cities ot the Vallej and o ir sister republic a nation of moie 
than ten millions of people with a com neice of «ixti millions will 
pour tbe i ch stieam of ifs tiade fir ii(hei than the jlaceis and 
bon-inzas of California and diffuse its blessings thiDughJut jui 
whole countij 

I know tl at there i e liust who ma\ h s fitt n indilgmg •such 
splendid hopes 1 ut thej ought not to coiisidei themselvi.s wise 
because they aie timid oi conaenative because thej have neve" 
examined tl is mightj question Thej should i emember that when 
the states nen of the South it d the Dem ciacj of the North gamed 
theie fuf lie seats of empiie the ablest intellects weio waipedb^ 
hasty julgment ji the ptej i ln.e if paiti and thit under such m 
fluences, one of the greatest statesmen, and pi'obablj' the most splen- 
did orator of America, Daniel Webster, is reported to have said that 
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the whole territory acquired by the annexation of Texas and the 
treaty with Mexico, was not worth a good Massachusetts farm. 

When, therefore, wo see the enterprising and thoughtful men con- 
vened on this occasion, when wo lemembet' that posterity will pass 
impartial and just judgment on the great and humble, no man of 
sense or virtue should condemn as unauthorized or impracticable tbe 
great railway we propose. The principles of past statesmen are to 
be revered as monitors, but not to.be worshiped with superstition. 
The most strilcing characteristic of the mind of America is progress, 
and no party can sueeessfully sit down with the apathy of an oriental 
sultan and declare that the world cannot bo improved, or the wisdom 
of our fathers equalled. If it does, others will push it aside and 
assume control. 

But time has rolled on, and the memories of the war with our 
sister republic are almost effaced. Since that period she has signal- 
ized her history by driving from beyond her borders the triple armies 
of England, Spain and France, sent during our civil war to estab- 
lish an empire under Maximilian on our southern frontiers. The 
unfortunate Emperor perished in the attempt. The country has 
necessarily been greatly disturbed, but 1 believe that from the fact 
of the disparitj' of our condition now that Mexico will have in the 
generous nature of my countrymen a surer guarantee for fnturo 
peace than if we were more nearly matched in power. The govern- 
ment under ierdo de Texada, at this time, is, 1 am informed by 
General Siierman, conspicuous for its effort to obseive international 
obligations on our frontiers, and good order within its boundaries, 
though the long line of uninhabitable territory" rei^ders it a difficult 
task for both countries. This railway, when completed, would give 
a stronger guarantee of peace than a multilude of soldiers, and its 
cost to our country, even if the Texas and Pacific Railway were to 
become banljrupt and throw the whole expense of construction on our 
central government, would not be greater than the annual cost of 
supporting three or four regiments on our southern frontier. 

Let me, in conclusion, say that the occasion allows at this time 
only ft few crude and desultoiy remarks, which may, however, T hope, 
suggest some inquiries hereafter. It is well known to practical 
miners that the great deposits of gold and silver, stretching along 
the Kock}' Mountains and tlie Andes, the metallic spine of America, 
are richer in Mexico than witliin our tenitories and Pacific Slates. 
It is a fact well known that witliin the contemplated connections of 
our road in Northern Mexico, the mountains are marvellously rich in 
gold and silver. No wisely organized labor ; no skillful and powerful 
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macbinerj' ; and no able associations for the development of that 
wealth, yet exist. It far trniisceiida the mineral riches of Califor- 
nia and Ihe Pacific States. The go!<l grows richer with the altitude 
of the mighty Mexican moiinfaiiia as j-on ascend, and the silver, as 
the shafts sink below the surface of the earth. In the striking 
language of the Mexican micers, " the gold springs to Heaven and 
the silver sinks to Hell." " Vsque ad C<e!um et usque ctd Orcum." 
There lies, darkling in the matrices of nature, wealth bej'ond the 
dreams of avarice. There repose, from immemorial ages, fabulous 
treasures awaiting the future labor of man ; there is gold and silver 
far richer than India and the East will ever yield, and there is the 
" Back Countkt" for St. Louis and the cities of the valley to civilize 
and develop. 

And now, gentlemen, allow me, finally, to say that I sincerely 
hope we may be firmly united by the strong bonds of justice, fiiend- 
ship and peace to our sister republic, and that Mexico will feel 
assured of the lofty purposes of the men assembled in this Conven- 
tion to secure our commerce and friendship, so that there may be 
between us perpetnal peace. 

The Chairman announced as the next regular toast 
" Trans-continental Transit," which was responded to by 
Col. Thos. A. Scott, of Pennsylvania. 

RESPONSE OF COL. THOS. A,. SCOTT. 

Mr. Chaikhan and Gentlemen: — I beg leave to thank you most 
kindly for the very coi'dial reception you have been pleased to extend 
to me as the President of the Texas and Pacific Railway Company. 
I respond with pleasure briefly to the toast just read by the honorable 
Chairman. 

I believe that the true solution of cheap transportation across the 
continent will be found in the construetiou of a great national high- 
way on tlie 32d parallel that will connect every road east of the Rocky 
Mountains, and every harbor of the Atlantic coast, and every city in 
the Eastern States with the waters of the Pacifi,c Ocean — a road that 
we desire to be built under the closest governmental supervision of 
its expenditure, and for cash, thereby securing the lowest possible 
cost, and providing for the Government and the people a line that 
can and must afford to eariy for all time, at the most moderate rates 
possible for a highway of its character. 

This great road should be so guarded that every line that may con- 
nect with it now or hereafter shall have the right to use it as an open 
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highway on equal terms, and the Government should also reserve to 
itself the right to so regulate rates as simply to provide for the capital 
invested therein, and prevent undue charges or speculation by any 
party or from any quai'ter, 

I want it distinctly tinderstood that the bill asking for Congressional 
aid should provide that no bond shall he issued or its mterest gu'uan- 
teed by the Grovemment unless it is actually required to at i omphah 
these results, and that the residue of the fli-st mortgage bonds sh ill 
be retained in the treasury of the United States foi the fatuie im- 
provement of the road and the consequent benefit of the people, so 
that they never can be made an object of speculation or bartei for 
individual benefit. By pursuing this plan, I believe that the Govern- 
ment of the United States never can be called upon to advance a 
single dollai- of its money to secure the results that are desired to he 
attained. 

These results, in connection with the development of the great 
territory which the road will traverse, the heavy traffic it must secure 
from the countiies of the East, as well as our own country and the 
adjacent States of Mexico, wiU be m my judgment beyond the esti- 
mate of any gentleman now present, however enthusiastic he may be 
upon the subject, 

I have been requested by gentlemen of the Convention (to which I 
am not a delegate) to prepare such a statement as would be proper 
to come from the executive officer of the Texas and Pacific road for 
the information of the Convention. I have prepared that statement 
this afternoon, and will transmit it to the President of the Convention 
for its consideration, and therein I have set forth fully all I dan say 
on the subject of this great road and upon the questions ta be sheeted 
by it. 

I believe the action of the great body of distinguished men pi-esent 
from twenty-eight States and Territories, earnest in their desire to 
secure this road on a basis that all good men can approve, will satisfy 
the public generally,, and, I trust, Uie Congress oi the United States, 
that the Southern line to the Pacific will meet a need which the Grov- 
emment itself has the greatest interest in supplying, and that it can- 
not act too promptly in connection with the economies of its own 
administration, while at the same time providing for the best interests 
of the people who may in all time to come find it to their interest to 
use it, through the practical question that comes home to every man 
— ^moderate charges for transportation. 

Again thanking you, gentlemen, for the kind manner in which you 
have been pleased to receive these brief remarks, I leave the subject 
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for the action of the CoTiventioii and the fature action of Congress, 
trusting and believing that the iioal results, whether I happen to be 
officially connected with them or not, will be productive of great good 
to our entire country. 

The Chairman announced as the next regular toast " The 
Centennial," and called upon Mr. Morton McMichael, of 
Philadelphia, to respond. Mr. McMichael being absent, the 
toast was responded to by Mayor Fox, of Philadelphia, 

RESPONSE OF MAYOR FOX. 

Me. Pkesident akd Gehtlement — I am sorry that circumstances 
have made it necessary that I should take the place of one who would 
have done justice to the toast, "The Centennial," one of the greatest 
subjects of the age ; but I will endeavor to give you some facts 
which will possibly interest you. We have on foot, at this time, in 
the city which I represent, one of the greatest projects that has ever 
been conceived of ou this portion of God's eai-th. We have invited 
all the nations of the earth to come to our country and participate in 
its beauties, to witness its grandeur, and to see what a young and 
vigorous people can do in the short space of one hundred years. 
We have invited nations which su'e thousands of years old, to come 
to our land, that we may show them something of the vigor and 
energy, power and prosperity of a great, free and independent nation. 
[Applause.] If it were possible, Mr. Chairman, for me to present 
to you and this great audience something of the magnitude of the 
preparation that has been made, you would be astonished (as I 
myself was, although a participant in it) at the greatness of the 
undertaldng. 

But, whilst tliat is the case with that great project, it is not the 
only one we have before us. We have invited and attracted, from 
all quarters of the globe, the greatest men of pi-ogress, the finest 
scintillations of genius, and are about to show them a grand exhibition 
of all evidences of the nation's prosperity and wealth. They are 
coming to our land, and we ask that this wonderful project which 
has been occupying this Convention to-day shall be kindred to it. 
We ask that you shall make a highway to Asia — one by which we can 
reach all portions of the earth at all seasons, and bring to our shores 
some of those things which contribute to our happiness and to the 
happiness of the civihzed world. [Applause.] When we are able 
to show to the nations of the earth this American people's prosperity. 
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we will create a fccliug in favor of an independent government of the 
people, ■which will benefit mankind and create happiness in all portions 
of this great world. [Applanae.j No snch opportunity has ever been 
offered to show to the nations of the earth the greatness of onr 
country as that which ia afforded by this centennial national exhibition. 
It happens to be held in a distant State, eleven hundred miles from 
here ; but the people of the State and tlie city in which it is held have 
offered great facilities for all the other States to exhibit their produc- 
tions to the people of the world. "We have in that city the greatest bell 
ever heard of. Its tones have been ringing from the time it first pro- 
claimed liberty throughout all the land. From that day to this it 
has been sending its music to the remotest comers of the earth. 
[Applause.] The very building in which the greatest instrument 
that ever was framed is kept is in that city ; biit we are only the cus- 
todians of it ; it belongs to the nation, to you and to me, and to every 
man— to the highest and the lowest. "We also have in that city the 
greatest railroad man that ever was born [great applause], and we 
look upon him, not as a Peunsylvanian, but as the nation's benefactor. 
[Renewed applause.] He is ever opening up avenues and creating 
opportunities for prosperity to the American people from ocean to 
ocean. No man in the land has a greater mind for projecting and 
carrying out great enterprises than the Hon. Thomas A. Scott. 
[Applause.] 

This nation is likely to be put upon trial at that grand exhibition, 
which wOl bring it into contrast with the old nations of the eai'th — 
even of the Orient ; and it is upon the exhibit we make that the repu- 
tation and good name of this country is to be judged. Therefore it 
behooves every portion of this eoiintry to bring forward its contribu- 
tion so as to add to the magnitude, the wealth and the power of the 
exhibit we may make. I desire to say that every man here and every 
man in the whole land ought to be deeply interested in this grand 
enterprise, for the honor of the country is involved in it. If we do 
not come up to the measure of a proper exhibit, in accordance with 
what we have boasted of, we will suffer in reputation, and we will 
deserve whatever disci'edit grows out of it. Therefore I appeal to 
you, my fellow-citizens and countrymen, to take up this subject for 
yourselves, to look into it and see what constitutes this enterprise, 
and whether some obligation as an American citizen and patriot does 
not devolve upon you individually. We regard it as the grandest 
movement of the ^e. In the present condition of Europe there will 
be no exhibitions in the coming ccntm'y ; they are disturbed, unset- 
tled, and unable to maintain the peace of their portion of the world ; 
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and as wu iio^v Lave an opportunity in a fi'ee couiiti'y, in a land of 
independence, to show what we can do and what progress we have 
made, it behooves us to do alt we can to promote the suceeas of what 
1 promise you will he the last exhihition of the sort that we will have 
for a hundred years, [Applause.] Take it to yourselves, take it 
home with you, and see whether you have not got sometliing in the 
shape of a patriotic ohligation imposed upon you to do all you cau 
for fostering this great enterprise. [Applause.] 

The Chairman aQnounced as the next regular toast "The 
Great Southwest," which was responded to "by Gen. George 
B. Hodge. 

RESPONSE OF GEM. HODGE. 

Gentlemen of the Convention; — -How could Kenti\cky fail to 
respond to a call from her child, Missouri, when that appeal is raade 
in hehalt of an enterprise which is to benefit the whole country? 
Kentnckj will lid you in constructing this great road. She has no 
st,lhbh wiangling to indulge in as to its termini or the immediate 
points to which it will rnn. "Well she knows that wherever tlie main 
channel of the stream may run, its overflow, like the Nile upon the 
delta of Fgvpt, wiU bestow its beneficent effects upon her and her 
soil &he knows that it is the grandest enterpiise which has ever 
occupied the thoughts of men — no less than to grasp the trade of 
that great hive of nations, the East Indies ; she Imows that it has been 
the dieam of commerce, back from a time whose date o'erawes tradi- 
tion, to control that trade. For it is a remarkable fact that wherein 
his pii-sed the trade of the Indies, there, for the time being, has been 
displayed the highest civilization, the most advanced statesmanship, 
the greatest wealth, the most successful improvements of man. 
Thousands of years ago it passed in caravans across the ai-id wastes 
of Syiia, making its desert lands to blossom like the gardens of Gul 
in their bloom , and although in lapse of time its channel has been 
iliveittd, it has left enduring monuments of its passage in titanic 
titles, who«e gigantic ruins dwarf the architecture of to-day into 
insigniflcance When the discovery of the mariner's compass enabled 
naMgators to push boldly out upon the ocean, that trade was diverted 
around the Cape of Good Hope, and England, which for sis hundi-ed 
yeaiB had m'untained only a precarious struggle for existence, and 
averted subjugation and conquest from the continent of Europe only 
by reason of her isolated petition as an island, seized the trade, and 
became for two centimes the arbiter of the destinies of the world. 
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making that magnifieent bat trutliful boast that the reveille of her 
cavalry trumpets and the morning drum-beat of her infantry met 
each hour the rising sun as he swept on hia diiirnal course around 
the globe. Columbus sought a new channel for it, and, in seeking, 
found a world. 

Tou propose again to divert its channel, until the star of empire, 
which westwai'd takes its way, shall meet liie tide of wealth and com- 
merce advancing fiom tlie East in the midst of youi- own teloved 
land. Tour energy proposes in the future to turn this magniflcent 
commerce, not over arid and sandy wastes, not across stormy seas 
and forhidding, rock-boimd headlands, but over a land beneath skies 
bright and radiant as an angel's smile, to make the great journey one 
long and jocund delight, amid flowers and tropical vegetation, luxu- 
riant in its gorgeous development as are the hearts of the noble 
people of tlie beautiful South which invites you. I pledge Kentucky 
to the enterprise. 

The Chairman announced as the next regular toast 
"The Pacific Slope," which was responded to, by Judge 
Greorge Turner, of San Francisco. 

RESPONSE OF JUDGE TURNER. 

Me. CHAiEiiaN AND Gestlemes: — ^I am proud and happy to have 
the privilege of saying a word for our young empire which is just 
growing up on the Pacific slope. It is birt a quarter of a centiu'y since 
your flag floated for the flret time upon the margin of the Pacific Sea, 
but it has been reserved for that young country to realize the senti- . 
ment of your own New England poet, who said ; 

"At first our land wna but a slielving strip, 
Black with the atrite that made it fi'ee ; 
But now you see her banuers dtp 
TUoir fringes in the Western sea." 
[Applause.] 

Why, it seems but a few moons since Balboa, the leader of the 
Spanish cohorts, standing for the fir^t time upon the shores of the 
Pacific, exclaimed, in language familiar liut immortal: "Spectators 
of two hemispheres, I call you to witness that I take possession of 
this new land in the name of the crown of Castile, and my sworil 
shall defend what mj' hand has won for it ! " But Brother Jonathan 
was too bright and valorous for the Spanish cohorts. You are the 
rulers of that mighty empire to-day ; you have there three grand 
States i you have there seven vast Territories ; yc>ii hare it lianded 
to you by a band of hon. 
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Gentlemen, in 1861 I crossed those very plains in an overland 
Btage-coach, at the behest of our Government, in the discharge of 
offlciaJ duty ; and when I croaaed them, after sleeping twenty-three 
nighte in a stage-coach in order to reat:h my destination, if an angel 
had stood before me and said that in ten short years I would cross 
that same country in a palace-car, I would have said, "Ton are a 
fallen angel ! " [Applause.] 

But, while we have one line of raih'oad, we want another. Such 
beneficence as was shown the Central and Union Pacific roads is 
unequalled in the history of the world. Oceans of money were given, 
volumes of liberal legislation were enacted, and all that the country 
could do to aid in its construction was done. It is built. It is well. 
But another line is wanted. [Applause.] Down yonder to the south- 
west is that grand country of New Mexico, the greatest wool-field in 
the world. There is the valley of the Eio Grande, 600 miles long and 
50 miles wide — the Ehine quadrupled over and over again. There is 
the rich land of Ai-izona, with its mountains of gold and its valleys of 
silver. There is Southeni California, a land so rich that "if you 
tickle it with a hoe it will langh in a harvest. " [Applause.] There is 
the land where the apple, the peach and the pear ripen alongside of 
the grape, the pomegranate and the fig, where ripe fruit falls every 
day in the year — a country where that sentiment is true which the 
darkies sing of heaven, 

"Oh, de streets am paved widgold over there." 
[Applause.] 

Now, gentlemen, you and I, CaUfomians and Eastern people. South- 
ern and "Western people, are interested in a competing Une — a line 
that shall afford no monopoly ; a line that shall be a double opportu- 
nity for our country. Let this line be built, and let us have another 
iron pathway for our commerce. All liberal-minded men will say 
" this is a consummation most devoutly to be wished," 

And in conelnaion, gentlemen, allow me to say, give UB this road, 
and we will quadruple the population of California in a few short 
years ; give us this road, and we will mate you the Emperors of the 
Pacific Sea; give us this load, and China wUl lay her riches at 
your feet, and we will bring to you the wealth of Ormus and of Ind. 

I thank you, gentlemen, for your kind attention. [Applause.] 

The next regulai to<ist was " The Southern Atlantic 
States," which was responded to by Judge John H. Ken- 
nard, of New Orleans. 
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RESPONSE OF JUDGE KENNARD. 

Fbllow-3ie)ibei!S of the CoNvENTtOH AND Fellow-ci 
quarter of a century ago, that gifted son of tlie State of 1 
the immortal S. S. Pi-entiss [applause], staDding upon the banks of 
the Susquehaima, upon an occasion most eventful in the history of 
this country, commenced his speech with these memorable words, 
"Fellow-citizens: On the banks of the Mississippi river, at New 
Orleans, I have said ' Fellow-citizens ; ' on the banks of the grand Ohio 
I have said ' Fellow-citizens ; ' here, upon this spot, to-day, I say ' Fel- 
low-citizens ; ' and, thanks be to God, a thousand miles north of us I 
eanstillsay 'Fellow-citizens.'" [Applause.] I recognize my presence 
here, not as a compliment to me individually ; I recognize it in this 
way, that this great Convention, representing thirty States of this 
mighty Union, demani^ that the city of New Orleans, whose Chamber 
of Commerce I solely represent here, has a right to be heard upon 
this question. [Applause.] 

Inasmuch as the hour is late, and our time is short, I propose to 
address myself to the business which has called me to this stand. AU 
I have to say is this, that we, the people of New Orleans, that we, 
the people of Jx>uisana, are not here forgetful of the grand sentiment 
which underlies that speech of S. S. Prentiss ; we are here recognizing 
that we are but a fraetion of this great country ; but, at the same time, 
we propose to assert what claims we have upon the national treasury 
of this Government. 

No people within the limits of these United States have been more 
disposed to recognize and aid, by all the means in their power, the 
grand efforts that have been made by the raUi-oad king of the United 
Stat^ to span thisl expansive territory of ours. [Applause.] No 
people in the United States are to-day more cordial supporters of the 
grand enteiprise which is now going forward at the moutii of the 
Mississippi than the people of Louisiana. Notwithstanding tlie fact 
that many of us believed that a more certain outlet to the sea was 
through a canal, still, now that the wisdom of Congress has passed 
upon the matter, we are a unit in favor of the great experiment which 
your distinguished fellow-citizen, James B. Eads, is making neai- our 
city; no people in the United States shake him more cordially by the 
hand, or wish him better success than we, [Applause.] We recog- 
nize Mr. Eads as one of America's pi-oud boasts. "We recogniae 
him as a man who, by reason of the worii which he has done in erect- 
ing this immense bridge which spans your mighty river, deserves, if 
he wei-e to die to-mori'ow, the epitaph of "immortal." [Applause.] 
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The . desire of Louisiana is to have the main trunk of tlie Texaa 
Pacific Railroad built. If, in the wisdom of Congress, it is decided 
to anhsidize — as we hope will be the case — any branches of the mwn 
trunk, we, the people of the city of New Orleans, representing 
250,000 people — the largest city soiith of the Ohio river — contend 
that we have a right to have our branch to the city of New Orleans 
recognized and subsidized. [Applause,] 

The Chaieman : The regiilai- toasts of the evening liaving been 
gone through with, volunteer toasts are now in order. [Cries of 
"Voorhies."] 

A DELEI3ATE ; Mr. Voorliies is absent, but Col. Wilson, of Indiana, 
with whom Mr. Voorhies studied his profession, is here. [Cries of 
"Wilson."] 

Judge "Wilson, of Indiana, in response to these calls, 
spoke as follows : 

RESPONSE OF JUDGE WILSOK. 

Mr, Chairman and Gentlemen: — I am soriy that Mr. Voorhies is 
not here to respond to your oalla in person. Mr, Voorhies was one 
of my students ; I taught him what little law he knows. [Laughter.] 
He came to me with the name of D. W. Voorhies — Daniel Wehster 
Voorhies ; and I suppose he thought when he came to read law with 
me, that he would go to Daniel Webster when he died [laughter], brrt 
I soon convinced him to the contrary. He is one of my pets that I 
feel very proud of. [Laughter.] He is a boy who has got the 
soubriquet of "the tall aycam.ore of the Wabash." He is a pretty 
smart boy, considering his advantages. [Laughter,] 

Now, gentlemen, we are here in the interest of the Texas and Paciiic 
Railroad. We want that railroad ; we cannot do without it ; we must 
have it. I am not a very old man [laughter], but I rode after the 
iirst locomotive that ever was impoited into the United States. It 
was called the "John Bull," and ran between Albany and Schenec- 
tady in 1831. We went fom-teen miles an hour, and supposed that 
we had attained the ne plus nltra of speed and were annihilating 
space. [Laughter.] Now we are whirUng through the country at 
the rate of sixty miles an hour. [Applause.] This road is a neces- 
sity ; we have got to have it. That is all there is of it. And we will 
make these politicians give it to us.. [Laughter.] I tell you whcu 
the politicians understand that a demand of this sort is barked by the 
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people, tiiey will be very willing to give 119 tlie Pacifle road. 
[Applause,] They are a miserable set of creatures who always 
respond to a demand when the people are behind it. [Laughter.] 
They have no independence of themselves. Then we say we must 
and will have the Texas and Pacific Eaih'oad, and we will run it 
through Texas, Arizona and California to San Diego, That is the 
road we want, and no other. We want no Southern Pacific Railroad, 
for that means the Centi-al Pacific of Cahfornia, a miserable monop- 
oly — one that will gobble us up and all our children. [Laughter.] 
We want an independent line, and a competing line, from the Pacific 
to the -Atlantic [applause], and we will have it. We want a 
road independent of the Central and Union Pacific Railroads. In 
the language of Col. Benton, when this line is completed we can 
revolutionize the commerce of the world. [Applause.] We can come 
from Liverpool to Hong Kong in forty days, while the neai-est Eng- 
land can come to putting goods into Hong Kong is flfty-three days ; 
therefore we liave thirteen days the advantage of any line that can be 
made to Hong Kong in China. Then let us have the Texas and 
Pacific Railroad, That is what we want, and we must and will have 
it. [Applause.] 

In response to numerous calls, Hon. Mr. Claiborne, of 
Tennessee, spoke as follows: 

RESPONSE OF MR. CLAIBORNE. 

Gentlemen : — Twenty-three years ago I first put my foot in St. 
Louis, as a small lieutenant, and it seems to me the strangest thing 
in the world that this evening I should be speaking to the most intel- 
ligent audience I have ever seen gathered in this city. I feel my 
inability to talk In the presence of such men as those who have pre- 
ceded me, but the State of Tennessee, I assure yon, has men that 
can talk, and talli good, sound, practical sense, too. 

The Stateof Tennessee feels the greatest intere&t in this movement, 
and I hope the Convention now assembled will not adjourn until it 
has put the seal upon its action, and tliat it will be responded to by 
the Congress of the United States instanter. [Applause.] I desire 
to eay on this occasion, as a Southern man, feeling all the disabilities 
which thn South has labored under of late years, being compelled to 
work hard for my living, that tlie State of Tennessee to-day owes to 
Thomas A. Scott, of Pennsylvania, as much gratitude as she owes to 
her own illustrious Jackson [applause] ; for, gentlemen, he comes to 
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us as an angel of mercy, stretcMiig out his hands to help men who 
cannot help themselves. [Applause,] 

It ia uo new thing for me to favor a Southern l'aeifl<i Uailfoad, but 
the interest which I have always Sxari in such an undertaking ia in- 
creased when I see other men taking a like interest in it. In the 
oountry from the mouth of the San Francisco to the borders of Texas, 
T spent twelve j'ears of my life, and it ia the most astoniahing thing 
to me to find that where, twenty years ago, I was detained ten days 
by a horse stampede, caueed by a wolf, at the mouth of CheiTy creek, 
there is now a city of thirty thousand inhabitants. It is also a 
matter of wonder to me that railroads have gone over snow-clad 
mountains in that country which looked like barriers inaccessible to 
human progress and enterprise. 

G-entleraen, the State of Tennessee has an interest so great in this 
matter that it is impossible to calculate it. We have in the bowels of 
the State of Tennessee the richest iron ores in the world. We have, 
on the banks of the Tennessee, iron from which boilers have been 
made that never exploded and nevei' will, we have forests which con- 
tain the finest character of timber, and we have a water-power that 
puts lo blush all others you can mention ; therefore jou can see that 
it ia greatly to her interest to develop all these vast resources. All 
thinking men in Tennessee are earnestly looking this way, and they 
hope and pray that your action will be such as to secure the desired 
result. I hope the greatest harmony will prevail in the Conyention, 
and that resolutions will be passed in so grave, dignified and marked 
a manner that your action will be responded to promptly at the next 
session of Congress. [Applause.] 

Mr. Pierce, of Indiana, was next called for and responded 
as follows : 

RESPONSE OF MR. PIERCE. 

Gentlemen : — I am not in the habit of public speaking. Those 
gentK'inen who are present and know me at home are aware that I 
very seldom attempt to address my fellow-citizeas. But I did not 
hear any one respond on behalf of my State except Judge Wilson, 
and 1 did not think it due to you nor to ourselves that this Conven- 
tion should adjourn until some one had declared to you the senti- 
ments of the State which I iu part represent; therefore I have re- 
sponded to the cali which has been made upon me. 

Indiana is the great central State of the centi'al poition of the 
nation. The city which X in part represent is the great focal point 
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of the railroad system of the West, and we have an interest in the 
success of this project as great as that of any portion of tlie United 
States. We care nothing about terminal points; we esve notliing 
about any question except that in connection with a railroad which 
shall be built from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, and the State 
of Indiana will do all alie can to aid this great enterprise. At present 
our people have not had their attentiou called to it very much, but 
when we hear our Southern neighbors and friends engaged in a strug- 
gle to carry a road through that great Southern productive region, we 
will endeavor to hold up their hands. I have the fullest faith that 
our State, in a short time, will instruct her members of Congress to 
do all in their power to induce the General Government to do all 
that is necessary to secui'e the completion of the enterprise. 

Gentlemen, we who have come here are delighted with the recep- 
tion we have had in this great central city of the West. We have 
been well entertained and dined and wined — some of us, jierhaps, a 
little too much of the latter [laughter] ; I am one of them [renewed 
laughter] ; and we will go home with our hearts full of gratitude and 
good will towards the city of St. Louis. [Applause.] 

Between tlie addresses the Owl Quartette Clab enter- 
tained the guests with choice vocal selections. At half- 
past eleven o'clock the remaining delegates left the 
banqueting hall to the tune of "Home, Sweet Home." 
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THE STEAMBOAT EXCURSION. 



The excursion tendered by the citizens of St. Louis yesterday to 
the delegates of the National Eaih-oad Convention, through the 
Committee of Arrangements, as will be seen by the number that par- 
ticipated therein, was well attended and thoroughly enjoyed. We 
propose now to detail something of the manufacturing and other 
items of interest that attractecl and commanded the attention of our 
guests,, and proved to them where the importance of St. Louis, as the 
central and commanding city of the continent and of the Mississippi 
basin, asserts itself, not only as the leading city in population, but 
also in manufactures, and ranking fourth in population and third in 
manufactures in the country. 

Steaming up the river past the numerous steamers and wharf-boats 
from whence our commerce is carried to the head-waters of the Mis- 
souri, the Mississippi, the Illinois, the Ohio, the Arkansas, Tennessee, 
Cumberland, Red and other rivers, and which, connect with the great 
and augmenting auxiliaries of our commerce — the railroads — our 
strangers had a panoramic view of its importance, and were struck 
with its extent and magnitude. 

Passing under the arches of the munificent structure that spans 
the river, and unites the iion links of the continent, giving dispatch 
to passenger and freight traflfic, expediting the mails and military and 
subsistence transportation of the Government, and giving impetus 
and power to our home manufacturing interests, by conveying the 
raw materials, iron, coal, coke, etc., unobstracted throughout the 
season, and rendering it impossible, while the proud structure stanils, 
ever to burden the poor, or subject the domestic demands to exces- 
sive but necessarily extravagant prices for fuel, such as existed before 
its completion ; the constant stream of traffic across its wt^on-way soon 
develops to tiie observer what composes the commerce of St. Louis— 
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cotton, tobacco, grain, meats, hides, wool, ores, metals, raercliatidise 
and manufactured products. Add to tliis the freight which crosses in 
the cars upon the track underneath, and that which floats upon our 
river, and thus the panorama is complete ; and we take in the smoke 
from stacks and chimneys of factories, locomotives and steamers as 
an index that where tliere is so much smoke there is also fire, and 
industry, business and wealth. 

GENBEAL MANUF ACT ORES. 

St. Louis has gained since 1870 fifty -one per cent, in value of 
manufactured products. The product of 1873 is estimated at about 
$210,000,000, and that of 1874 at about 1239,600,000. While every 
other leading manufacturing city shows a loss, St. Louis alone gains. 
So we go marching on to that commanding position which nature 
intended, and which not only location, but the acknowledged stability 
and capital of our citizens promotes, and which is perhaps slowly, bat 
none the less surely and successfully done. 



Thus when the Committee of Arrangements, on the 27th day of 
October, made an appeal to our citizens to consider the importance 
of the Convention, as fullows, it slrucii the key-note to activity and 
aroused those who had previously given the matter little if any 
atteation : 

" A National Railroad Convention Las been called to convene in 
this city on the 23d day of November next, to aid in securing the 
long-delayed rights of the south half of the continent for a railway 
to the Paeiflc. Its importance is not confined to the interests of this 
city, or it would be incumbent upon it to provide the means to build 
it, but to the people and the agricultural, mineral, manufacturing and 
commercial interests of the great belt of States and Territories adja- 
cent to it and between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. It is, there- 
fore, of national importance, and entitled, like the two other Pacific 
railways, to national recognition. An appeal of this nature to Con- 
gress from a single city or State, unaided by other States and Terri- 
tories in interest, would have but little weight. Therefore the 
co-operation of otiier States and Territories has been invited, and 
already from the Governor of this and other States have emanated 
recommendations and indorsements of the Convention and the 
appointment of full delegations of prominent and intelligent gentle- 
men to attend it in furtherance of its objects. 
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" It is by such honorable and potent methods that citizens can 
promote its objects and make it a success ; yielding not only in the 
present, by the presence of the large and intelligent delegations that 
will be in attendance, but securing for the future such needed com- 
naanications, by the southwest route, as will directly inure to every 
business interest of the city, and add still further empires of terri- 
tory and trade tributary to St. Louis, the third manufacturing city 
in the country and the largest in wealth and population of the Mis- 
sissippi basin. It was by such methods that the attention of Con- 
gress has been directed to and secured for the improvement of the 
Des Moinea and Eock Island rapids and the mouth of the Mississippi 
— improvements that will revolutionize the carrying trade of the 
river. 

"Those improvements have been secui'ed through the co-operation 
of our Merchants' Exchange and other commercial bodies, by conven- 
tions held for such purposes at New Orleans, Memphis, Keokuk and 
other cities, and have so aroused public opinion and secured the co- 
operation of members of Congress as to command respect and secure 
appropriations. 

" Unfortunately, for j'ears, while other enterprises flourished by 
that reason, we were deprived of a very large proportion of our 
representation in Congress. Happily we arc not so situated now, 
and as the political power has advanced to the West, we are in a 
situation to demand instead of supplicate for rights ao long deferred. 
We can appreciate the additions to our trade territory by the open- 
ing up of roads to and through Arkansas and Texas and towards 
Mexico. 

"When we shall enter, with our southwest system of railways, the 
empire of Mexico and its capital, thus attaching it to our trade and 
manufacturing interest, aud so on to the Pacific, our merchants and 
manufacturers will appreciate the increase of trade, and the Govern- 
ment will have nnobstrueteci communications for its mails and mate- 
rials of war and subsistence ; so that the interests of the Government, 
as well as of commerce and manufactures, will be subserved, and are 
therefore of common interest. 

"St. Louis now, and has for two years, enjoyed increased proa- ' 
perity, and such an increase and augmentation of trade as to over- 
come the efl!ects of panic, and leave it less affected by reason thereof 
than any other commercial trade-point. St. Louis is advancing by 
reason of such improvements, faster than ever before, and its mate- 
rial prosperitj' is recognized throughout the country. This gives 
credit and prestige. It is incumbent, therefore, to promote every 
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s^oh public eiifceiprise of this nature, and by sqcIi attention to the 
presence of 80 important a convention, show our appreciation of it 
in such a way as to impress favorablj" our guests and the national 
legislators who will be in attendance, and afford eveiy convenience 
for the holding of it. 

"If cities and communities in interest do not encourage and pro- 
mote their own interests, who will ? Thus we appeal to every manu- 
facturing, trade, shipping and professional interest to take direct 
action, and bj then presence at the meetings of the general com- 
mittee, and eo-operation therewith, to secure the desired result ; and 
we desire that you shall consider this a personal appeal. The result 
of this assemblige will ha^e its power to promote or retard this 
enterprise." 

NOT AFFECTED ISY TilE PANIC. 

It may strike singularly upon the commercial ears of such trade 
centres as Chicago, New York, Boston and other large cities, that 
during the very worst of the panic the progressive march of St. Louis 
was not delayed ; that the consumption of raw materials, sugars, 
molasses, etc., of 



which we are now passing, was not decreased, but rather very largely 
increased in both manufactures and sales. Sales at Belcher's in 
1870, 14, 135,250. In 1874, $6,500,000. 
And so, too, with the magnificent stove works, now in sight, of the 

which pioduces the celehiited ihartei Dili stove-i, the furnaces of 
which bum bj night ab well a.4 dj.y audwoikedcn estia instead 
ol iediLedhoui'4 The immense sti net ire the 



with its 2 OflO 000 capiifit^ f>i giam ^nd capicioui warehouse 
loom, and economical contn\anees for loadinij and nnloiding bulk 
and I olhng fi eights vies with the seveial elevators upon the opposite 
side ot the nver m making St Louis a grain maiket which upon 
the completion of the improvements of the nppci rapids, and the 
month of the iivti will make the necessary stages of watei 
whereon can float at such a leduction of freights as wdl emblc 
freigliteis to carrj and sluppeis to ship the pioducts of thf j:icat 
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Noilliwest to the ports of the world at a priei; not higher than is now 
charged, or is in the season of navigation charged for inland freight 
across the country to New York. 

Keceipts oC tlie City for the years 
1370. 1874. 

Corn, bushels 4,708,838 8,991,877 

Wheat, bushels 8,638,258 s,2^,S31 

Oats, bushelB i,lJl9,6I0 fi,298.ee7 

We have paaaed the old little low stone houses which in their day 
were occupied by the merchant princes, the far ti'adera, and where the 
steamers from the head- waters of the Missouri brought annually cargoes 
of buifalo hides and furs. This is one among the few ti'ades that is on 
the dechne, and which, from the prosimity of railways to the old, 
hunting regions, must continue to dceline. 

OUE PI.dUH 3IILLS, 

several of which we are now passing, whose smoke-stacks and steam- 
pipes indicate their locality— -one of the leading industries, and ag- 
gi-egating for mill products a value of over $23,000,000 per annum. 

TOBACCO TEADE. 

Below and in close proximity to the bridge, the towering tobacco 
house of Peper appeared, and near it Catliu"s, and just below, 
Hudson's. The receipts of the number of hogsheads doubled last 
year, with a consequent increase of the manufactured product. 

We pass the old water-works engine house, which once supplied the 
water for our city. It is a thing of the past, and no longer com- 
mensurate to the demands of a metropolitan city, claiming, and by 
all usual sources of statistical knowledge having a population of 
nearly 500,000 people^ — as likely to exceed as it possibly might be less 
by 5,000 or so. 

BiBRBI.S. 

The mamifacture of barrels is no insignificant branch of industiy, 
reaching oiit to the forests of adjacent and our own State for the raw 
material, and supplying onr millers, packers and oil manufactui-erS. 

OUR LUMBER INTEREST 

loomed up for itself, lined as the upper part of the levee is by the 
extensive yai'ds of our dealers, who, be it known, saw theia' own logs, 
which they get off their own land, in the Northern pineries, and float 
or tow hither in immense I'afls, and deliver from their yards by rail 
or boat or for transportation to the interior. It may stiike our 
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POKE TACKERS 

that they too have a dii-ect interest ia any large gathering of I'epre- 
aentative men, brought hither from all parts of the country, and par- 
ticulai'Iy from the South and Southwest, where so much of their cut- 
ting goes. We ai-e now passing some of the packing houses, and we 
wish that some of the packers were with us to explain the ma^itude 
of their businesa, for here is an opportunity to apeak to millions of 
readers and hearers, through the press reporters and distinguished 
guests from abroad, 

1870. 1874. 

1,126,588 
^2,000.000 



We must not overlook, as we pass Cass avenue, that new and im- 
portant industry, the 

ST, LOUIS TIN STAMPING COJMPAur. , 

That branch of business, until recently monopolized by IVance, 
and which, to a limited extent, existed in New York and Pittsburg, 
is a St. Louis indnstry now, like the 



in sight, above Eastern competition ; and like the immense 

CHAIR AND F0RNITTIRE WOHKS 

we are passing, rendering the importation from any Eastern city 
unnecessary and unprofitable for that sort of manufactured goods. 
It is a trade of immense product and defying Eastern competition. 
Here we see more stove works, and also the 

ST, LOma NUT AND BOLT WORKS, 

of which our member of Congreaa, Hon. Wm. H, Stone, lia« the man- 
agement, and which, too, defies competition and supplies a needed 
industry. In this locality some of the 



factories are located, the latter of which St. Louis has long enjoyed, 
upon the plains and for Grovernment work, an enviable reputation. 



We ai'e passing the stock-yards upon the St. Louis side of the liver, 
and looking over to the eastern aide we see the buildings and long 
white sheds of the National Yards. 
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St. Louie is justlj' proud of both of these grcsit promoters of her 
stock business, and witli the railway connections she now enjoys, has 
advantages for the cheap, speedy and safe handling of this, one of 
her leading branches of trade. Receipts of oattle, for 1870, 201,422 
head; 1874, 360,92S. And now we come to one of the foremost 
of her industries, the rolling mills of 

CHOUTEAD, HARKISON Jt VAILB. 

It was in the early fifties that the sagacity of James Harrison, the 
father of the present Edwin Harrison, who has been one of the active 
members of the Committee of Arrangements and entertainers of the 
Convention, with prophetic vision for the future of St. Louis in her 
iron industries, built in connection with this firm, and their interest in 
the American Iron Mountain, these vast works for a merchant mill and 
rails. This was when the ore was carted from the mountain to the river 
landing and brought thence by steamer hither ; and twenty-five years 
is about passed or passing, and St. Louis is fixed as one of the lead- 
ing iron maits for ore, pig or manufactvu:ed articles in the country. 

We shall wait until w* reach South St. Louis, however, before we 
reach the vast and, we may say, regal evidences of this industry. 
And so we look at the location, and engine-houses, settling reser- 
voirs and forcing works of our 

NEW WATEE-WOEKS. 

Its capacity, when completed, was equal only to the then present 
demand, some 20,000,000 gallons per day, showing how literally we 
underrate our growth. It was calculated to have been sufficient for 
years, and has the past year been nearly doubled in capacity. Just 
below the 

STAND-PIPE 

of the watci--work9, which we see npon Grand avenne, is situated the 
incomparable grounds and improvements of the 

ST. LODIS MECHANICAL AND AGEICULTUEAT, ASSOCIATION, 

the St. Louis Fair Grounds, whose amphitheatre, tracks and exhibi- 
tion buildings are beyond anything of the nature in the countiy, and 
compai-o favorably with any in any country. 

We must not overlook, as we turn to go down stream, the 

POWDER MAGAZINES 

of the Laflin & Hand Powder Company, which the indefatigable, 
genial and public-spirited S. H. Laflin represents here — -he that is 
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ohainnan of the Finance Committee and is one of tlie Committee of 
Arrangements, and who so ahly and continuously aided tlie chaii-man 
of the latter committee, Mr. Chauncey I. Filley, to malse a success of 
the local arrangements of the National Emlroad Convention, of ivhieh 
the Committee of Arrangements had entire charge and the entire 
responsibility for success or failure, to so aorange all the local details 
as should honor our guests and be no discredit to our citizens. If 
there have been citizens who failed to appreciate the importance of 
this Convention before its meeting, there are none now who deny its 
utility, its significance, its distinguished personnel, its power for good, 
its favorable impressions upon our visitors in the Iniowledgc that they 
take home of oik present greatness and our fiiture. 

OCR NOKTH AND NORTHEAST CONNECTION. 

Wc must not overlooli our groat trunk line to tlie North and North- 
west, the St, Louis, Kansas City and Northern Eaih-oad, It stretches 
its iron way across the Missouri river at St, Chai'les and Kansas City, 
and reaches into the heart of Iowa. It is one of the great arteries 
of our commerce, bringing to us the surplus of the welcome products 
of Iowa, and distributing thence our manufactures and merchandise. 
We have mutual interests with our Iowa friends on board and those left 
at home, and we appreciate their presence and the unanimous "Yes" 
that they ga^e in the Convention to the resolution favoring the Texas 
and Pacific Raihoad This, from a State having over 3,000 miles of 
cross-railway lines fiom the Mississippi to the Missouri, and in direct 
connection with the Fnion Pacific and Northern Pacific roads, spealjs 
the honest and unprejudiced sentiments of the North, and an appre- 
ciation that cross Ime^f, local roads, alone are not sufficient to promote 
the ^ricnltural interests of her people, but that they must have, and 
iud and support the building, by aU honorable means. North and 
South Hnes, and Southwest fines, whereby the surplus products of 
their State may find a Southern market and outlet, not alone to and 
through to New Orleans, but eventually to the consumers of Texas, 
Arizona, and to the City of Mexico. 

And what applies in this instance to Iowa as well applies to Minne- 
sota and Michigan, which were also ably and well represented at the 
Convention and upon the excursion. Our interests are common, and 
they are general. The presence of none were more heartily welcome 
or appreciated. 

Wc must not overlook, on our way down, the furnaces and smoke- 
staclcs of the 
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ST. LOUIS GLASS-WORKS, 

another important and prominent industry — one that has all tJic raw 
materials incident to its manufactured articles abundant in our im- 
mediate yicinity — sand, coal, lead, and aH, in fact, but soda ash, 
which comes cheaply and direct by ocean and riTcr, from England, 
through our Custom-house. 
Neither must we overlook our 

PDGLIC BONBEB WAKEHOUSES, 

for importing goods, nor private bonded warehouses, occupied with 
the imports of our dealers. 

St. !Louis is one of the principal and important interior ports, 
domg a direct importing business, and one that was instramental in 
procuring the passt^e of the bill in Congress creating interior ports 
of entry, New York unjustly assumes that the creation of these 
ports was a direct blow at her ascendency as a port of entry. 

The fact is, that imports and exports seek the cheapest channels 
upon heavy and bulky articles, and the speediest and cheapest on 
the more e)q>ensive and lighter commodities, and thus it is that the 
great water highway, the Mississippi, reaches out and gathers in upon 
her waters the bulky imports, and the competing cities of Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and eventually Norfolk, Charleston and Savannah, wiU 
also reach out in connection with their trunk lines of railways, in 
competition, not alone for imports, but will vie with New York, 
Boston, Mobile and New Orleans for tributary trafQc and exports. 

WHITE LEAD AND OIL WOKKS. 

We see now another leading industry, the white lead interests, 
united with the production of castor and linseed oils, promoting 
thereby the production of both flaxseed and the castor bean, and 
giving employment to a large number of people agriculturally and 
mechanic ally. 

ISTO. 1374. 

Receipts of lead 13,903,120 lbs. 35,301,520 lbs. 

Near by we see one — yes, several — of the huge 

IKON ESTAHLtSHMliNTS, 

such aS manufacture the motive power of the steamers we are on, 
such as make its engines, boilers, etc., etc. And this excursion and 
the Convention yields somathing of interest to this class of manufac- 
tures, for engines are not alone confined to the use of steamers, 
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but as motive power for factories li ch i e n U [ Ij " the So tl 
for plantation uses, augar-house=! g ni etc in I t cia 1 e of no 
disadvantage to see our capacity to p o I ce t! em nor to aftor lor 
guesta some information respect g ttem fo t s a oted fact 
acknowledged by foreign expert? v> I o have ea-am ed nto the matter 
that steam motive power can be and & man fa tu e 1 n th 9 c t n 
competition, both in quality an I 1 e w th any [ ol ed n^ n the 
Clyde, and which fact enters Ji ^eh and pr htal ly nto the t ther 
fact that, with the cheapness of 1 togethe w h ts pecul ar q al tj 
hulls, both for river and ocean t atl c naj 1 e p od ced here n com 
petition with the ship-yards of the old world, and thus anothei great 
industry is added, as will be seen as we approach South St. Louis. 
We pass the 

ou) SHOT TOWER 

as we proceed down stream, before reaching the bi'idge, the lead for 
which comes out of the soil of our own State. This is an old land- 
mark. Across the river, in adjacent proximity, lie the old passenger 
and freight depots of the many trunli lines leading to the East, North, 
Southeast and South. 

There, too, centers, a vast coal interest, and coke furnaces, and 
rolling mills and numerous elevators, all auxiliaries to our commerce. 

We must not overlook the important manufacture of saws, circular 
and otherwise. 

TDE ST. LOmS SAW WOKKS, 

established in 1849, and supplying, through their branch houses, 
Chic^o and New Orleans. 
Also the old established 

OMNIBUS ATTO STREET CAR WORKS, 

and turning out in qua.liLy u.ud quiiutity the equal of any establioh- 
muul in thecuunU'y. 

So, too, with Lhe well-known 

WAGON, ASIBULANCE, 

and plains freighters' wagons establishment of Espenschied's, which 
supplies not only large Government contracts, but has a noted repu- 
tation from this to and beyond the Rocky Mountains. 



which were once solely produced abroad s 
tared here. 
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OltGAN BTJir.DING- 

s another well cstablislied and thriving industry. 



by five leading houses and factories. 

PLANING SULI.S 

aad aaeh and door factories are mostly in this part of the city, and 
immense establishments, shipping to all adjacent States and Temto- 

PLANING MILL MACIIINBKY 

is represented By tlie Manufacturers' Union Company. 

AGIitCtfLTtJRAL IMPLEMJONTS 

are represented by the immense manufacturing establishment of 
Kingsland & Ferguson, Semple, Birge & Co., Manny & Co., and 
some haif-dozeu other manufacturers, whose annual displays at the 
Fair are a credit to the city, and a leading article of manufacture. 

BREWERIES, 

Some thirty or more first-class establishments produce and ship 
their mamifactures throughout the West and South. Of late bottled 
lager has become an article of trade, and is put up by two or three 
brewers, and finds ready market in the East and elsewhere. 

As we repass under the bridge we must follow, in thought, the 
iron rails that connect the East and the West, the North and the 
South, at that great common junction and place of arrival and de- 
parture, 

THE UNION DEPOT. 

There centres the traffic of the continent, made possible, practical, 
economical and convenient by reason of the uniting link, the bridge. 

And while we pass the central part of the city and look back to 
1849, when the fire swept out of existence the structures that lined 
the levee from a block below the bridge, down through and back 
through the leading business streets of the city, the bulk of the busi- 
ness houses — added to which calamity was coupled the destruction 
of life by the cholera of that season — and almost any other city, at 
that early period of her commercial life, would have paused in her 
career of prosperity. 

Bnt a year had not elapsed before the last traces of the fire had 
disappeared, and new structures, in those days considered magnifi- 
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cent, and suited to the commercial uses of tbe far future, but which 
now, in compariaon with the magnificent atone and iron atructures for 
commercial yjurposes that are being, and have in the few past yeara 
been built, seem to the present eye as did the iittle old stone struc- 
tures of that day, insignificant and suited only to the leaaer and 
bulkier and cheaper clasaes of oui' rapidly augmenting traffic. 

COMJIERCIAL PILES. 

St, Louis is rearing roonuments of stoae and iron for commercial 
uses. 

IN BUILDING COMMODITIES, 

brick, stone, iron, walnut, pine, cypress and hard woods, St. Louis 
has no superior. 

The soil on the outskirts of the city is a natural brick soil, and 
requires but gathering under cover, and rolling and pressing, as is 
done by the several 

HYOEAULIC PKESS BltlCK COMPANIES, 

and hand and other brick companies, preparatory to the kiln. So 
the capacity of production is only limited by the demand, and this, 
it is remarkable to state, was so unexpectedly large during the 
panicky months as to get ahead of the supply. 

Marble, sandstone, limestone and granites are profusely scattered 
throughout the State, and yield such building materials as compose 
the structure of the new Chamber of Commerce, the Lindell and 
Southern, the Singer building, portion of the new post-offlee in course 
of construction, the 

BLOCKS OP KESIDESCES 

throughout the city, and the fine suburban residences which are so 
frequent and attract the eye, and give prominent notoriety to the 
total absence of frame dwellings or warehouses, which by law are 
prohibited within the city limits. 

And this gives force and pertinent position to our magnificent 

STEAM PIKE DBIPAETMENX, 

admirably managed, paid by the city, and their volunteer aids, the 

UNDEETTBITERS' COliPS, 

and this connects our vast, responsible and prosperous 
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riEB INSURANCE COMPANIES, 

doing buaineas by means of their capital, under and through the 
restrictive laws of the several States, in every State in the Union 
that it is desirable to do business in. 

And so, too, with our large and safe, vigorous and ably managed 

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES. 

Local pride of the South and West cHogs to tbe early defined pur- 
poses of both our life and Are insurance companiea, so that it is 
unnecessary to pay tribute to Eastern companies, and that the very 
large premiums resulting from this business should be retained in the 
West, where it originates, for the beat interests of the West and the 
people who originate it. And before we pass along to the southern 
part of the levee, we must have our say regarding that indicative 
pulse of our maniifacturea and commerce, our 



and business, A recently compiled statement (semi-annual), to June 
80 last, thus represents it, as filed with the Secretary of State ; Capital 
at 119,510,812.76 ; deposits at $41,147,116.00 ; loans and discounts at 
146,809,998.00; E^gregate of Exchange purchased by banks from Jan- 
uary, 1874, to January, 1875, $274,385,761.00. Instructive llgures, 
that represent something of the solidity and linancial ability of St. 
Louis and the State. 
It is this kind of 

that enables St, Louis to go it alone, to prosper in hard times, to 
increase in material progress. But, after all, the very satisfactory 
increase of trade and manufactures for two years past has resulted 
verj' larg(>lj^ from the opening up of railroads into Arkansas and 
Texas. Thus have the buyers from Arkansas, Northern Louisiana, 
Texas, the Indian Nation, Ariaona, New Mexico, etc., etc, been 
brought to the very doors of manufacturers and jobbers, and hence 
the vast increase of traffic and the interchanges of commodities, 
including that great staple, cotton, which has of late, through the 
eutcrprise of onr merchants, together with a very lai-ge influx of 
cotton experts and dealers from the South, who, looking upon the 
advantages existing here, have taken, iip iheir residence, and are 
among the active and leading cotton factors here ; and while we are 
upon this subject we will not await the return trip and lauding of the 
boat at the St. Louis Cotton Compress Company, but anticipate it 
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with the statistics pertaining ti that bianch ot our business, and. 
which has made a market attracting domestic and foreign buyers, 
and piomiBing mateiial increase for the fiituie 

Going bick to yeaia ending in September the receipt of bales was : 



8 to age Compress 

capacity, eapaoitv. 

Dales. bales per day. 

Peper "Warehouse 16,000 300 

St. Louis Cotton Compress Company 25,000 1,000 

Evans Bros.' Warehouse 10,000 650 

Mammoth Warehouse 25,000 90O 

Factors and Brokers' Warehouse 20,000 600 

There has been no more energetic worltcr in behalf of the cotton 
trade and of the Convention than Mr. Miles Sells, one of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements and Finance. 

The increase of the cotton trade is no more reraai-lcable than has 
been that of our 

UBY GOODS JOBBERS, 

which was marked for 1874, and so far this year has continued, in a 
marked degree in quaotity and value, notwilhstanding the material 
reduction in values. 

This same increase of tra^le permeates the 



trade, added to which of late has been the manufactured product of 
our own manufacturers and dealers, which in fine work, both for men 
and women's wear, is becoming noted for quality and durability. 
And in this connection one of the leading and early friends of the 
Convention is John B. Maude, of Appleton, Noyes & Co., who was 
also npon the Committee of Arrangements and one of the liberal and 
energetic promoters of the work of that committee. 
We are now passing the 

merchants' exchange. 

This, too, bas been a prominent building, but it has accomplished 

its object as a meeting place for the merchants of St, Louis, and, 

like all old improvements, was not constructed for the "future great" 

city, bnt for the city as it was. 
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The President of the Merchants' Exchange is Mr. D. Pitt Row- 
land, one of the live, young and representative merchants of the city, 
who, from education and position, mingles in the progressive circles, 
and therefore of necessity, as wcU as of inclination, was an active 
co-worker for the Convention, and found time for thirty days to give 
hia presence at the meetings of the Committee of Arrangements at 
the Post-office, and thus counsel and arrange for (.he details and suc- 
cess of the purposes and ohjects of the Convention. He will soon 
marshal the members of the Exchange and welcome them in the 



This is the finest chamber in the country, and is no' 
tlie world. Its rooms have been visited by the members of the Con- 
vention, and its extent, conveniences and equipments were the sub- 
ject of general commendation. 

We go down past the wharf-boat of the 

MtSSISSIPPI TAIXET BAKGE 

Transportation Company, The importance of these huUs, with their 
low upper-works, cannot be readily understood, nor is the fact gen- 
erally known or conceded that the Mississippi steamers and barges 
bear a commerce greater than that of the American commerce of the 
ocean. The comparative cheapness of barge transportation is yet to 
have its fall effect. Circumstances have been such as not to fully 
develo^j its benefits, or as they will be upon the completion, of the 
upper rapids improvements. Then, as stated by Chauncey I. Filley, 
in one of his recent letters in relation to the Convention, will the 
shippers of the upper rivers, upon a sure and sufficient stage of water 
tliroughout the navigable season, be enabled, in hulls of their own, 
or furnished like the canal-boats upon the Erie or Champlain canals, 
or the lakes and Hudson river, and motive power supplied by towing 
companies, to ship the surplus cereals of the Northwest to this city, 
or New Orleans, or a foreign poi^t, at such rates of freight, with ordi- 
nary competition, as wHl be cheaper than any other fine or mode of 
conveyance, and realize to producer and shipper the saving of the 
present inland freight across the country. 

The capacity of a tow of five barges is about ten thousand tons — 
equal to one thousand freight cars. The economy of barge trans- 
portation is thus, on comparison, seen. A tow could take 780,000 
bushels of corn, which would require twenty-six hundred cars — «ight 
hundred and six (806) trains, of thirty cars each; eight hundred 
and sis locomotives to move them one hundred miles, or eight thou- 
sand and sixty locomotives to move them one thousand miles. 
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Then there are the monster 

PKBIGHT ASD PASSENGEK STEAMERS, 

like the Great Eepnbhc and Howard, and the splendid 

MEMPHIS AND VICKSBURG 

Packet Line, with Commodore John A. Scudder in the management, 
who, with Capt. if. N. Boflnger, upon the part of the steamboat inter- 
ests, have been active and efficient co-operators in the interests of the 
Convention ; as has Capt. I. M. Mason, a representative man in the 

NORTHERN LIKE PACKET COMPANY, 

and l*i'esident of the Boai-d of Trade. So the steamboat and barge 
intei-ests, hence to St. Paul and to New Orleans, Vieksburg and 
Memphis, were active promoters of the Convention, and thereby of 
the interests of their several lines. 

WOOD AND PAPER BOXES 

are in large demand, and each branch of the business occnpies 
many large concerns. 

PATENT MEDICINES, 

representing some of the leading staple remedies and proprietary 
medicines, are of 8t. Louis production, and a score or so of houses 
are exclusively engaged in the business of making the same. 



Mannfacturei's are mostly below the bridge, and are represented by 
several prominent firms, who manufacture all kinds of plows for the 
Western and Southern markets. 



have become an article of manufacture of no insignificant amount, 
and occupy a dozen or more manufactu'ring firms. 

THE ST. L0DI8 BRUSH EACTOET. 

with some ten or twelve manufacturers, turn out of the coarser and 
staple article of brushes nearly the whole mercantile supply of the 
city- 

PAPER BAGS 

are manufactured by Bemis, Bro. & Co., and tliis trade has become 
one of magnitude, and yearly increasing, to so many uses are such 
articles put. 
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are represented l>y two prominerit factories, 
staple of Missorui. 



Ihi-i is an important trade oF the city, wliich has as many promi- 
nent firms, in proportion to its size, as any city io the conntry. 
Among those who took an active interest in the Convention, and are 
always ready to encourage public enterprise, were two representative 
houses — the Simmons Hardware Company, and MeCombs, Keller & 
Byrnes. 



manufacturer, Peter K. Dederiok, does a liberal trade. 

■WINDOW GI^SS 

manufacture is an article of recent introduction, and embraces one of 
the finest factories for the production of French window glass in the 
country, ready sale for which is found at home. 

THE CltrSTAI. PLATJi GLASS COMPANT, 

at Crystal City, some twenty miles below the city, has its chief offlce 
in this city, and can produce plate glass of equal thickness, clearness 
and size with any foreign article. It has superior sand in abundance 
in close proximity to the furnace doors, and of superior quality and 
inexhaustible in quantity. The sand is an article of commerce and 
sale to other cities, and is largely exported for foreign works. 



It is a noticeable fact that nearly if not quite all of the prominent 
manufactures — except the Sugar Eefinery — of the northern part of 
the city has its duplicate or triplicate in the southern part. In 

THE GLASS WORKS 

the southern part now takes the lead, while three years since the 
northern part had the only glass works in the city ; now the Illinois 
Glass Works is represented and sells most of its product here. The 
Lindell Glass Company, the Western Glass Company and the Missis- 
sippi Glass Company have come into existence, and are adding slowly 
to an industry that, from the existence of the leading and bulky 
materials in our own State and neighborhood, most soon make it one 
of the leading interests of the city. 
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of nnequftlled qualitj', and surpassing tue G-erman for many purposes, 
underlie the western subuibs of our city, aud employ a large amount 
of capital and labor in the manufacture of brick, tile-pipe, etc., etc., 
while immense amounts of clay are so!d to distant manufacturing 
cities for pots, retorts, etc., etc. 
In the same neighborhood is the 



reducing about $3,000,000 of ores, silver and gold, per a 



are in the lower part of the city, and afford to onr jobbers a limited 
supply of yams, cotton batting and domestics, which are put upon 
the jobbing market by our jobbers at Ea.stern rates, affording a profit, 
and saving the transportation on the raw moteiial East and on the 
manufactured article back, and giving the benefit of the labor to oar 
own city. 

This was a fact presented by Hon. Chauncey I. Filloy to the New 
Orleans Mississippi Valley Commercial Convention, over which he 
presided in May, 1869, not only as applicable to cotton, but to wool, 
leather, walnut wood, iron, etc., etc., which could and should be 
manufactured in the South and West, and thus save the freights East 
and West, and give employment to our laborers. The increase in 
cotton factories throughout the South is remarkable, and the pi'oduct 
finds ready sale. 

THF, ST. LOTJIB WOODEN WAKE 

works was at one time the only and leading factory in the valley. 
Now Samuel Cupples & Co. produce a vast amount of wooden ware, 
and the producla of our factories are distributed throughout the 
valley. 



It is only within a few years that this important industry, fonnerly 
monopolized abroad, has been successfully introduced. It is now 
made in sufficient supply, by three wire factories, of the coai^er and 
fence wires, and of the finer and finest Muds, and of superior 
quality, from our tenacious native ores, to supply the market and 
drive out the foreign article almost from the trade. 
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ami tiles, and. sewer pipe, &c., are repre^iente J Iji two leading fac- 
tories. With an abundance of clay of superior quahty for the manu- 
facture of ironstone or white granite wares, and of the common 
white or delf ware, St, Louis will become some daj the tenter of 
^' an immense manufacturing interest in this hue It now offers to 
experienced worliers and capital in this line a profitable and exten- 
sive field. The freight from the Staffoivlshire potteries or the potteries 
of the East afford ample protection and a wide margin for profit. 

As we remarked above, nearly every industry of the upper part of 
the city has its duplicate in the lower part. Here we find the immense 

STOVE WORKS 

of Biidge, Beach & Co., with its celebrated patterns so well known 
thi'onghout the West and South, and here we find another rolling mill, 

THE HBLMBACHEK FORGE AND BOLLIKG MILLS, 

Its productions are varied and large, and employs a large number 
of hands. Another and comparatively new industry is the 

ST. LOUIS BAIL FASTENING WORKS, 

whose products find ready mariiet, and a much needed addition 
to St. Louis products. 

We must not overlook the 

MISSISSIPPI IKON WORKS, 

which produces entire store fronts, columns, caps, sills, ornamental 
work, gtirden seats, vases, girders, shutters, etc. Iron has become 
one of the substantial and accessible materials for building purposes, 
and is used in the prominent dry goods structure of Samuel C. 
Davis & Co., upon Fifth and Washington avenue, a St. Louis built 
and owned structure; and near by are the magnificent atone 
structures occupied by Dodd, Brown & Co., and Crow, Hargadine 
& Co., which three firms represent the leading enterprising jobbing 
dry goods concerns of the city, and with Wm. Barr & Co. and 
Scruggs, Vandervoort & Barney, the leading retail houses, took an 
active interest in welcoming the delegates of the Convention. 

THE CAEPET TRADE 

is advancing rapidly in the quantity and value of the business, and 
tlie variety and richness of the texture which is now demanded. 
Bray & Co. we found representing the interests of the Convention, 
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and looldng to the entertainment of the city's guests, and m this, as 
in all public enterprises, are active co-workers. Eray and Barney 
were of Laflin's finance committee. 

And now we go down past the Arsenal, leaving the Pittsburg Coal 
Company's road and coal piles upon our left, and sightuig the Iron 
Mountain road upou our right — that great artery of tlie cit^ into and 
through Arkansas, and into Louisiana, aud Texas, b^ the soutbem 
extension to Little Rock aud Texarkana, and leachmg Maishall, 
yhreveport, Dallas, Galveston and Shcj-man ; then by wa> of Colum- 
bus and the great Southern and Atlantic Coast connections, Mobile 
and New Orleans are made. We have passed the river connections 
of the Missouri Pacific and the Atlantic and Pacific roads, which three 
roads, with the St. Louis, Kansas City aud Northern Railway in the 
northern part of the citj-, compose the four gi'cat trunk line feeders 
of the city upon the west side of the river, and for which the chv, 
county and State liave in bonds issued, and taxes levied and paid, 
for and on account of the several roads, or had up to the year 1871, 
Ihe last official record we can lay our hands upon, nearly $49,000,000. 
This much has the city, county and State done for 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, 

and without which, to-daj'' our commerce would be comparatively 
nothing, as competing cities with iron lines of communication enter- 
ing into and tapping our trade connections, would have, as for a few 
3-eaj-8 tiiey did, fairly monopolized the trade, and diiven us from the 
field. Thus the completion of our tnink lines became a necessity. 
The issue of bonds for the railroads was as follows : 

State, by bonds issued ff 28, 701, 000 

IJtate, liy interest on same Hi, 150,821 

? 38,e<ol,321 

City of St. Louis, by Issue of bonds $ 1,395,000 

County of St. Louis, by Issue of bonds 1,700,000 

City and county taxes levied 2,45", 000 

Interest paid by city and county 3,914,100 

10,059,100 

f 4S,911,021 

Pew States or cities have done inore than this, and yet there are 
those whose city never advanced or invested a dollar in railroads, 
and in the past built up by Eastern capital and capitalists and 
in the present owned by the same, boast of the energy and wealth 
they display — brag of the shadow, and have no fee simple in the 
substance. 



,y Google 



Of the above 848,000,000 St. Louia city and county paid over one- 
half, as prior to 1866 the city and connty paid over one-half of the 
entire taxes of the State, and in 1871 abont one-third. 

We now approach the 



of the Iron Mountain road, and of the ore beds of Iron Mountain and 
Pilot Knob, from whence, in bulk, ore is shipped by barges to the 
Ohio and other rivers.. This is an important traffic. Upon the eaat 
side of the river the stack of the new 

BESSBJIEE WORltS 

and buildings appear; and we approaeh South Si. Louis with its 
numerous 

BLAST FUENACBS, ZINC MAKOFACTOIilliS 

and rolling mills. Here the coal and ore meet, and the heaviest of 
the industries of St. Louis looms up to the view of our distinguished 
guests. Here the cheapest facilities, East or West, exist for the 
manufacture of pig and blooms, and with the addition that is now 
being made to the Vulcan Iron Works, tiie raw materia! for iron or 
steel will bo made into rails or bars or rods, thus giving additional 
employment and additional advantages to these works, and making 
them independent, in a measure, of a market and eonsnmers of their 
pig metals. 

THE ZINC WORKS 

comprise three manufactories, and use what was formerly thrown 
away by the miners of lead ores, and for which now they realize the 
full if not an excessive value. 

THE IRON BOAT YARD 

is a feature of South St. Louis, and has already turned out several 
iron steamers. This industry is one that must flourish and become 
important. The increase of hulk transportation" which will follow 
the improvement of the rivers, will demand sti'ong, light and roomy 
hulls. A change is going on from wood to iron hulls, and for river 
or ocean use the Western Iron Boat Yard will, at no distant day, 
have an active demand beyond its capacity to fui'nish. 

THE GEOCEBY TRADE, 

from its bulky and weighty nature, naturally seeks vv'ater-ways as the 
cheapest channel of conveyance, and the receipts of sugar, coffee, 
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3S, etc., show a gratifying gain. The receipts at this port for 

the years 1870 and 1874 were aa follows : 



Coffee bflB*^ 
Sugai libds 
Sugar bbls 
bugtir boseo 



REAL ESTATE. 

The reduction in viihie of building lots in tJie city has been of no 
disadvantage. Real estate has, in fact, been too high. The opening 
up of the many street railway lines has had its effect to reduce inside 
and advance outside or suburban property. This enables the building 
of a class of houses suitable to mechanics, operatives, and persons 
upon small salaries. 

This is giving impetus to manufactures and population long needed. 
Within the five years 7,465 permits for substantial stone and brick 
structures were issued, including 1,801 during 1874, costing $10,269,- 
280; or since 1870, $34,412,466, up to 1875. 

Gen. Frost, representing the real estate interest, was an active 
member of the Committee of Arrangements, and also of the Banquet 
Committee, and in both positions devoted his time and energy. 



St._ Louis has long enjoyed one of the finest piivate botanical 
gardens extant— Tower Grove, the property of Henry Shaw, Esq., 
which ia tlirown open to the public throughout the week, and by 
card on Sundays. The UberaUty and public spirit of the above named 
gentleman, in bis donation of Tower Grove park [to the city, was an 
act of diatinguished liberality, and an incentive to the creation, the 
past year, ot three other public pai-ks. Forest Grove park is one 
of the largest in the country. It is directly west of tlie central part 
of the city, and is being improved upon a liberal scale, commensurate 
with the wants of our city. Lafayette, Washington, Missouri, 
O'Fallon, Carondelet, Hyde, and others of lesser importance, are ap- 
preciated breathing places, around which are clustering private resi- 
dences that beautify and adorn, 

DRY DOCKS AND WAYS 

interest strangers but little. They are interesting, however, and with 
a mammoth steamer raised clear of the water, give a better concep- 
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tioii of fclie huU smil steamboat building than can be learncil from 
floating steamers. And now we re-cmbjirk, after having witnessed 
a run at the Vuk-an, and plow our way np stream. 

Lunch and couvivialilies commence, and the dij toasts and wet 
toasts, and oratory, and the American eagle soar thronghout the 
cabins, and we come to the St. Lonia Cotton Compreaa Company. 
After viewing it, we proceed up stream, and the convivialities con- 
tinue, and the gnests from North and South and East and West are 
of one common mind and purpose — that we are one people, one 
nation, never to be divided, but to grow and exjiand in territory, and 
in the great fundameuta! precepts our forefathers taught us to revere 
and worship. 

And we must l>reak in here in response to an inquiry as to where 
our hag^ water-mains were produced, and we point in the direction 
of Shickle, Harrison & Co., who, for quality and price, produce a 
cheaper and better article than formerly was famished from the East, 
Pittsburg and Philadelphia. 

We answer another interrogatory as to where our car wheels and 
freight care are built, and we direct the attention of our questioner to 
the Missouri Car Company ; and we go back to the early days in the 
fifties again, when Palm was building locomotives here— just a litUe 
too soon for his own interests — and before the demand was sufficient 
to justiiy the establishment of, or a continuation of, locomotive 
works here. 

We pass the outlete of some of our great 



that so effectually drain our whole territorial limits. The grand sewer 
system of St, Louis was commenced about 1852. The results have 
been to make St. Louis, as statistics prove, the 



We have been asked what were those large brick buildings in 
different parts of the city, so similar in construction. They are the 



There are above fifty of them, and are unequal to the demand. Our 
public schools are one of the particular features of St. Louis institu- 
tions that we arc proud of. The student that goes through them 
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from bottom to top will take with him into actual life all the educa^ 
tion necessary, and better than many get in high-sounding colleges 
in the rural districts of many States. 



We approach the whai'f-boat, and some of our genial guests and 
couiteoua citizens are preparing to separate. Acquaintances and 
impressions have been made that will last a lifetime. We have been 
impressed with the intelligence and uiiusnai amount of talent and 
representative men that were delegates to the Convention. 

No such representative body of men ever met, to our mind, ia 
convention for purely commercial purposes before. Where so many 
have been distinguished at home as Esecutives of States, Senators, 
members of Congress, judges, generals, legislators, it would be 
invidious to partiealarize, and the roll of the Convention and the 
reports of the proceedings will show each and all. The forthcoming 
pamphlet report of its proceedings will be sought for, and will pre- 
serve the record of proceedings that in after years will be cherished 
as a memento of participation in an assemblage that will have the 
effect, upon the public and popular mind to carry conviction and suc- 
cess to and through Congress, and to give to the Southwest her just 
due — a highway, free at all seasons of the year from snow, to the 
Pacific. 

To the Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, Hon. Chaun- 
cey I. Fiiley, and the Secretary, Mr, J. B. Gazzam, we tender our 
acknowledgments for tickets of invitation, and for valuable informa- 
tion received at various times during the past month ; and to Mr. 
Martin Collins, Chairman of the RefreNhment Committee, and A. A. 
Talmage, Esq., Chturman of the Excursion Committee, and to that 
committee generally for the. attention received on board of the 
steamers. 

To the ladies who added to the occasion by their presence, all 
expressed tliemselves gratified and pleased. 

We cannot in an article like this, in the hurried trip of a steamer, 
take in at a bird's-eye view all the material interests. But we can 
recount and touch upon sooh prominent industries as necessarily 
come into view and mind, or recur to one and become the subject of 
conversation. St. Louis has abundant cause for satisfaction in the 
visit and oxenrsion of our guests. 
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We have appreciated tho matter ourselvea fj'om the start, and we 
now put it intp such shape as to be appreciated by our citizens and 
the public. We have a city to bo proud of; we have a great manu- 
facturing city ; we have solid wealth, and are ijicreasing.in handsome 
public and private dwellings. We have a city that in all its present 
bearings and future promise, invites population, invites capital, 
invites active business men. Our growth is rapidly going on, and 
the vast Southwest is a country which invites our attention and will 
bring each year millions of dollars to our trade. 



COMMUNICATION FROM DELEGATES. 

St. IjOuis, November 25, 1875. 
Hon. Stanley Matliews, Glwirman National Eailroad Convention: 

Dear Sik ; — The impatience of the Convention yesterday to com- 
plete the work on which aD so unanimously agreed, having cut off 
discussion and explanation upon the main question, viz., the parage 
of its resolutions, I beg leave, in behalf of the California delega- 
tion, the Nevada delegation and the delegation from Arizona, and 
as Chairman of the California delegation, to present the following 
reasons, in addition to those given in the resolutions offered by our 
delegation and published in the proceedings, why the great mass of 
the people of California desire the Texas and Pacific Railroad to be 
built as soon as possible, and to San Diego. 

The opponents of this road upon our coast have succeeded in creat- 
ing f^ainst it a spirit of opposition in some parts of California, and 
especially in San Francisco, on the ground that its construction to 
San Diego will seriously injure the city of San Francisco. Bat, sir, 
the mass of our people hold that its speedy completion will benefit 
San Fi-ancisco itself, as well as the people of all parts of the Pacific 
States. 

Why, sir, San Francisco, the queen city of our coast, and upon a 
harbor acknowledged to be as fine as any in the world, has nothing 
to fear. Her permanent success and growth are assured. As a city, 
San Francisco is the pride of every CaUfornian, and not one thing 
would any of us wilLfdly do to injui-e her material and legitimate 
growth and prosperity. She is ever to be the chief mart of the Pacific 
States, Why, then, do we wish to connect with the Atlantic States 
by rail a now port on San Diego Bay, the second in excellence upon 
our Cahforma coast? 
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It is a sacred priu(;iple, dear to every American oitiaen, that it 
endangers the liberties and interests of the people to cdlow too mwcA 
poioer to be coneeniraied in one individtial, or in a, few indvuiduais; in' 
. one, because by an abuse of liis power a tyranny may be established ; 
in a few, because by abusing their power they may estabhsh an 
oligarchy — either result being equally fatal to the principles of Ameri- 
can freedom. 

On this principle we want a competing road across the continent, 
that all the transportation interests of our coast may not bo eonti'oUed 
by one great corporation, already gi'own too powerful. On this prin- 
ciple we want a second port npon our coast connected directly by 
rsul with your Atlantic and Gulf cities, that aU the vast and increasing 
trade interests of our Pacific coast may not be monopolized by one 
great city. In other words, to establish and maintain a modest rival 
to San Francisco four hnndi-ed miles to tlie southward, and on the 
safe harbor of San Diego, will have a strong tendency to keep the 
merchant princes and wealthy capitalists of San Francisco "upon 
their good behavior," and will, in more ways than one, result in the 
general good of all classes of our people. Besides this consideration, 
the building up of a thriving city at San Diego, in one of the most 
genial, healthfiil climates that the world can claim, will greatly benefit 
a large portion of Southern California, which is completely isolated, 
by the mountains and trade interests of our State, from San Francisco 
and Northern California. We doubt not, if the main trunk can be 
completed to San Diego, that lines connecting with San Francisco 
will soon be constrncted, and the people of our State, to its extreme 
northern limits, wUl feel the benefits of the permanent competition 
which we are now satisfied wiU be secured by the speedy completion 
of the Texas and Pacific Railroad to San Diego, 

The delegates of California, holding their credentials from Gov. 
Paoheeo, and thus representing by their mode of appointment all 
portions and all interests of our State, desire, through you, to return 
their thanks for California to this truly National Convention for their 
decided and unanimous action in favor of the early completion of this 
much-needed highway and competing line to our coast. 

J. W. A. Wktsht, of Borden, California, 
Wallace Leach, of San Diego, California. 
John P, Stbakns, of Santa Barbara, California, 
D, Felsbbheld, of San Diego, California. 
Geokge Turneb, Chairman Nevada Delegation. 
Wm. G. Boyle, Chairman Arizona Delegation. 
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THE MERITS OF THE TEXAS , 
RAILROAD. 



[Tbefollowii^arHcle was prepared by Piof.Waterhouse, of Washington Univer- 
sity, and tliougb it was not, for tlie reason given in tlie accompanying note, for- 
mally presented to tlie Convention, yet its array of facta and arguments is believed 
to be aulBcioiitly relevant to a discussion of the 32d parallel route to warrant its 
insertion in the appendix of the proceedings of the Convention.] 

Son. Stanley Matkeios, President Texas and Pacific BaUroad Convention: 

Dear 8ik :— Precluded by professional engagements ftom attending tbe sessions 
of the Convention, I submit the following paper on tlie advantages of the Texas 
and Pacific Eailroail, with tbe earnest hope that its publication may contribute 
something, however little, to the turtlieranee of so grand an enterprise. 
Very respectfully yours, 

8. "WATERHOUSK. 
Washington Usivbhsity, November 24, I8"5. 

The Texas and Pacific railroad haa many advanfa^es. It lies 
mostly on the 32d parallel. The mildness of the climate prevents the 
heavy snowfall of higher latitudes. During the late smTey, hundreds 
of thermometrical observations were ttiken every mouth. Onr in- 
ability, within the narrow limits assigned to this article, to follow in 
detail the course of the exploration, compels the selection of promi- 
nent and representative facts. On the 32d parallel the fall of snow 
is seldom more than one foot deep, even on the heights of the Sierra 
Madre and Nevada ranges. But even this slight obstruction is not 
lasting. In so mild a temperature, the snow soon melts and the 
obstacle disappears. Tbe highest altitude at which the line of the 
32d parallel — the one recommended by the St, Louis Convention- 
crosses the mountains is less than 5,000 feet above the level of tbe 
sea ; still, even at this comparatively low grade, a light snowfall is an 
advantage of prime moment. 

The road on the 32d parallel will escape the snowy barricades of 
more northern latitudes. In genial winters these highlands are hardly 
whitened with snow, and in the severest seasons the depth of snow 
is not sufflcient to prevent cattle from getting their own hving. With 
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APPENDIX. 203 

the exception of a narrow stiip of sandy plains, grass is very aliun- 
dant along the whole route ; and, even on the arid wastes, there is 
SMd to be an ^equate supply of forage for the animals necessary for 
the construction of the road. 

On the S2d pai'allel the fall of rain is copious. Throughout most 
of the distance springs and streams are numerous. The engineers of 
the snrvcy report that they found an abundance of water along the 
entire Hne of exploration. The distance to water was in no instance 
more than thirty nailes. 

Beds of coal have been found along the route of the Texas and 
Pacific railroad, but their extent and richness have not yet been 
developed. The regions traversed by this road abound in forests ; 
oali, hickory, cedar, pine, hemlock, haekberry and cottonwood exist 
in quantities amply suflBcient for all the uses of a large popiilaUon. 

The grades of the Texas and Pacific will be light. The road will, 
for the most part, traverse level bottom-lands, gently undulating 
savannas, or gradually ascending highlands. Even in the mountain 
passes, the grades are not nearly so heavy as those on the Central 
Pacific. 

With exceptional detours, the Texas and Pacific railroad closely fol- 
lows the 32d parallel of latitude. The distance by this route from Fort 
Worth to San Francisco is 1,851 miles. To San Diego or the Gulf 
of California, the distance would be several hundred miles less. It 
is claimed that this is the shortest practicable route to the Pacific 
coast. The Texas and Pacific will cross the Colorado river below 
the head of navigation. At the point of intersection, the Colorado is 
19 feet deep and 600 feet wide. The water is always deep enough 
for large river steamers. The navigation is never obstructed by ice 
or sand-bars. The cheap conveyance of the materials of the road to 
intermediate points by water-carri^e will greatly reduce the cost of 
construction. The completion of the railroad mil induce an early 
settlement of the adjacent lands. The commercial necessities of the 
people will lead to a constant and ever-growing interchange of pro- 
ductions with other parts of the country. The transit of a large 
portion of this trade must necessarily be overland. These navigable 
streams will yet wafi: rich cargoes to the stations erected upon their 
banks. The commerce of the river will swell the freightage of the 
rail. Their co-operation will be a mutual benefit. 

The Texas and Pacific will promote the development of a very im- 
portant section of country. Missouri, the Indian Territory and Texas 
possess bottom-lands and rolling priuries of a richness that is a 
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guarantee of speedy settlement and agricultural prosperity. This 
road crosses the sandy waste in its narrowest part. The extent of 
these barren plains has been gi'eatly ex^gerated. On the line of 
the Texas and Pacific railroad, the quantity of unprodnctiYC land, 
including the rocky slopes of the mountains as well as the arid desert, 
is only 18 per cent. 

Tlie explorations which have been made prove that New Mexico, 
Arizona and Southern California are rich in mineral deposits. There 
is a golden circiilation in the veins of the Kocky Mountains. The 
lodes of the Sierra Madre glitter with precious treasure. Nature is 
here clad in brocade. Eich thi«ads of silver have been deftly in- 
wrought into the fabric of the mountains. 

Southern CaUfomia has few navigable rivers. The settlement of a 
region abounding in natural resources has been seriously delayed by 
want of communication. The construction of the Texas and Paciflc 
will remedy this defect, afford facilities for commercial intercourse, 
and open to immigration the rich mineral lands of Southern California 
and New Mexico. The wante of Arizona and New Mexico demand 
the early completion of this railroad. According to tiie latest acces- 
sible estimates, the white population of Arizona is now 75,000, while 
New Mexico has 150,000 inhabitants, and an annual trade of 
$26,000,000. 

The discovery of very rich mines of copper, silver and gold is 
rapidly attracting population to these Territories. The commercial 
embarraesments of the people increase with every accession to their 
numbers. The inadequacy of transportation is enhanced by every 
addition to the population. The existing tariff of rates was not 
attMnable in season for our present use ; but a few years ago, freight 
from the Pacific coast to the Colorado river was twenty cents a pound, 
and to the capital of Arizona thirty cents a pound. The cost of car- 
riage to New Mexico would be still greater. The growth and pros- 
perity of these Territories require the unremitting prosecution of a 
work whose completion would relieve their industry of such oppres- 
sive burdens. 

The contrasts between the Texas Pacilic and the Union and Cen- 
tral Pacific railroads are signally in favor of the former. The Texas 
Pacific has hghter grades and lower mountains to surmount. The 
Texas Pacific will never be obstructed by snowfall, but on the route 
of the Union and Central Pacific, massive blockades of snow some- 
times arrest and frequently delay the passage of trains. Tlie Union 
and Cential Pacific ran through vast reaches of sterile country. 
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Between tlie Eotiky and Sierra Nevada mouiitsiins the line extends, 
with exceptional cases, through a verdureleaa alkaline waate. The 
sage-bush alone mftintains a precarious and disheartened existence. 
Most of the region seems incapable of cultivation, and therefore of 
sustaining an agricultural population. Apparently this section of 
country can never be densely peopled. But the Texas Pacific will 
traverse a succession of fertile valleys nearly all the way to the Pacific 
coast. These valleys are susceptible of a tilli^e that will support a 
large population aU along the line of the road. The construction of 
the Texas and Pacific railroad wiU induce the rapid peopling of adja- 
cent lands, develop agricultural and mineral values, and create a 
taxable wealth, which, apart from strengthening the guarantee of 
repayment by the rmlroad, would soon reimburse the Government 
for all the obligations it would assume. The buUding of this road 
would, too, quicken the whole industrial life of the country. The 
amount of material, labor and money necessary for the construction 
of so extended a line is Immense. Not only would the mechanical 
arts immediately employed in the work be benefited, but all the 
remoter vocations which support or equip the artisans would feel the 
enlivening impulse. The employment of thousands of laborers, not 
only along the line of the road, but also throughout the workshops of 
the land, and the disbursement of millions of money among the labor- 
ing classes would tend to reUeve industrial depression and allay pop- 
ular discontent. The Texas and Pacific railroad would confer large 
and immediate advantages upon the South, reviving its commercial 
activities and re-estabhshing its disturbed industries. It would 
benefit the North, not only by opening new channels of communica- 
tion, but also by an annual economy of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in the reduced freightage which competition would be sure to 
effect. But in order that the competition might be genuine and 
effective, the Texas and Pacific railroad should extend, as an inde- 
pendent hue, all the way to San Diego, Any intermediate termina- 
tion and connection with the Southern branch of the Central Pacific 
would prevent the national benefit to be derived from the rivalry of 
distinct roads. Irrespective of considerations of patriotism and 
national utility, an intelligent self-interest should lead the North to 
an aCiive co-operation with the Soiith in the construction of the Texas 
and Pacific rsuh-oad. 

The Government, too, would be the recipient of important bene- 
fits. In the service of territorial mails, in the maintenance of fron- 
tier forts, in the transportation of soldiers, munitions and commissary 
stores, and in the reduction of border forces, which a rapid movement 
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of ti-oops by rail would roiickr possible, it has been estimated by 
competent experts, on the basis of the known economies of the Union 
Pacific, that the Texas Pacific railroad would save the Government 
at least $6,000,000 annnally. 

The great increase in the population and business of Western 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and Southern California, the large 
demands for heavy mining machinery and other industrial products, 
and the greater extent and costliness of the postal and military 
service on the frontier, lU'ge the immediate construction of the Texas 
and Pacific railroad with an energy and eloquence that should at 
once command the favorable audience of Congress. There shonld 
be a reciprocity of benefits. In return for the great economy of 
men and means, which this road would' enable the Giovernment to 
practice in its territorial administration, the Government ought to 
be willing to further its completion by a loan of the national credit. 
For the rapid and cheap construction of the line, the Company need 
immediate funds. Without national indorsement, the bonds of the 
road in these times of financial depression could only be sold, at 
depreciated prices, while the Company would have to pay interest on 
their face, and ultimately redeem them at par valne. This would 
greatly increase the cost of the road and constantly burden the sub- 
sequent management with the unproductive payment of heavy interest. 
To avoid these embaiTassments, to secure the prompt sale of their 
bonds without sacrifice, the Company ask the Government to guar- 
antee the interest on their construction bonds at the extremely low 
valuation of $35,000 per mile of road. It is not at all probable that 
the Government would ever be compelled to pay one dollar of this 
interest, for it is scarcely possible that the profits of the road should 
no}, amount to five per cent, interest on $35,000 a mile. But, in any 
event, the earnings of the line, increasing from year to year, would 
soon repay the Government for the loan of its credit. 'As a still 
further protection of the national interests and as an additional reason 
for the Congressional indorsement of their enterprise, the Texas and 
Pa(!Jfic Company propose to relinquish the vast tract of pubUc lands 
which they now hold by Congressional grant. The ultimate value of 
these lands which the Company now oifer to re-surrender will far 
exceed the sum which the Government will, in any possible contin- 
gency, be forced to pay by its guarantee of the interest on the bonds. 
To obtain Congressional aid it ought only to be necessary to secure 
the national interests from loss, and in this instance the rights of the 
Government have been protected by every defense which the law 
could erect. The legal safeguards which ' indemnify the Government 
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for its indoraement of tJie bonds are a first lien on all the property of 
the road, the aurrender of 30,000,000 acres of land already granted, 
the transportation of the mails, troops and supplies, and the deposit 
in the United States Ti'easury of $5,000 in bonds for each mile of 
road — to be sold by the GoTemment if necessary to meet any pos- 
sible deficiency during the period of constructing the road.' 

But, in accordance with the traditional action of our Government 
in matters of great pubhc improvement, in conformity with numerous 
raOroad precedents, and in obedience to the dictates of sound sense 
and statesmanly wisdom, our Government ought, in any event, and 
irrespective of minor pecuniary considerations, to foster an enterprise 
so sectionally necessary and so nationally useful. 

This road should be built so that the South as well as the North 
might have a cheap and convenient line of communication, and that 
the profits of interchange might not be consumed in unnecessary 
detours in transportation. 

'JThcn tlie Union, strong in the patriotic devotion of its citizens, 
would be bound in still closer alliance by the mateiial ties of a com- 
munity of interests and equal facilities of communication. Of the 
two gi-eat iron cinctures, the Soutliern will, in my judgment, be the 
more useful. The mtun reasons for this belief have already been 
given, but one point of superiority yet remains to be mentioned. 

Japan and China, breaking through tlie reserve of centuries, are 
beginning to participate in the activities of Western nations. The 
Oriental merchants, naturally st^acious in business and fond of accu- 
mulation, ai-e becoming impressed with the fact that their traditional 
policy of isolation is prejudicial to theii- commercial interests. The 
profits of foreign trade will lead to larger ventures, and soon tbe 
international commerce between the United States and the Orient 
will expand to vast proportions. 

A recent trip to Japan and China strongly confirms tliese views. I 
am thoroughly convinced that our commerce with these countries wUl, 
if fostered by wise legislation and a just policy, soon become immense. 
There seems to be no good reason why the United States should not, 
by ftwr dealing, spacious action and greater nearness, supplant Eng- 
land in the control of these profitable Oriental exchanges. 

The distance from ^few York to Japan is probably 600 miles less 
via San Diego than it is by way of San Francisco, The Pacific Mail 
steamers sail from the Golden Gate due south almost to the latitude 
of San Diego before they turn their bows eastward. The Texas and 
Paciiic railroad, saving 300 miles of water-carriage, and probably as 
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